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Pastor’s Letter
Ephesians 6:10-18 (CEV)
10

Finally, let the mighty
strength of the Lord make you
strong. 11 Put on all the armor that
God gives, so you can defend yourself
against the devil's tricks. 12 We are not
fighting against humans. We are
fighting against forces and authorities
and against rulers of darkness and
powers in the spiritual world. 13 So put
on all the armor that God gives. Then
when that evil day[a] comes, you will
be able to defend yourself. And when
the battle is over, you will still be
standing firm.
14

Be ready! Let the truth be like a belt
around your waist, and let God's
justice protect you like armor. 15 Your
desire to tell the good news about
peace should be like shoes on your
feet. 16 Let your faith be like a shield,
and you will be able to stop all the
flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 Let
God's saving power be like a helmet,
and for a sword use God's message
that comes from the Spirit.
18

Never stop praying, especially for
others. Always pray by the power of
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the Spirit. Stay alert and keep praying
for God's people.

your waist. Let God’s justice protect
you like armor. Tell the Good News
about PEACE as you would wear
Fall is just around the corner
shoes on your feet! Faith is your
with life and ministry gearing up at
shield! The salvation you have in
OSLC!
Jesus is your helmet. Finally, your
September 18th begins our year “sword” is the Word that the Spirit of
with Tomi Ault of “You Are Loved”
God speaks to you.
from Pekin. October 16th we are
As we approach FALL, let’s
blessed to have the Puppets with us
take
up
the armor of God, the whole
again! Then on September 25th begins armor of God! Be fully dressed in
our regular SCS year…Bible Study
grace, love, and peace, while learning
and yes, children. Plus Thursday
and sharing The Good News!
morning Bible Study continues at 10
This September let’s be
a.m. and all are invited.
strong in the Lord and seek the ways
Now, you may be wondering
that we are putting on ALL the armor
why I began with the passage from
that God gives! Finally, notice in
Ephesians. Because our “Fall
verse 18: Never stop praying
Ministry” is just a reminder that we
especially for others. Always pray
are to always find strength in the Lord by the power of the Spirit. Stay alert
(vs. 10). Also in verse 11 it says we
and keep praying for God’s people.
are to put on ALL the armor that God
gives, not just some or when we are
Come and be with us at
ready. To do that means we should
OSLC this Fall!
always look for ways to be “dressed”
with the armor that God gives!
Peace,
Therefore, look at verse 14 and
beyond. Wear the belt of truth around Pastor Stephen Barnes
Prayer Concerns
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Monday—Friday
Church email: oslcpekin1@gmail.com
Website: www.oslchopeonthehill.org
Sunday Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School/Bible Study 10:15 a.m.
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Lee Sorenson (recovery from knee surgery, doing well)
David Aper (brother of Rita Wahl, health concerns)
Paul Sipka (health concerns)
Tom Rupiper (Mary Sorenson’s brother-in-law, cancer)
Finn Davis (4 yr old grandson of Ann & Alton Davis, leukemia treatment)
Jim & Mary Kay Johnson (health concerns)
Gus & Lil Marzinzik (Sue Barger’s parents, health concerns)
George Sipka (Teresa Massey’s father; health concerns)
Craig Brooks, Chad Wahl, Ryan Montgomery
Prayers for all those with COVID-19 and recovering from COVID-19
Prayers for our sister congregation, Faith Lutheran, Washington, IL
Prayers for Ukraine
Please contact Pastor or the Church Office with any additions,
deletions, corrections or updates

You may wish to use the blue cards in the pews in the sanctuary for updates to
prayer concerns, or other updates. Please write clearly-thank you!

No updates. You may wear a mask if desired but masks are not required at Our Savior at this time.

Once each month, we have an
All-Congregation Presentation
after the Sunday Worship Service.

The next Zoom Fellowship is
Monday, September 12
at 7:00 p.m.
Lee will send an email link to the
meeting prior to that evening.
Hope you can join in!

September’s All-Congregational
program will be on
Sunday, September 18.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Group
will meet on
Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 9:30 a.m.
Anyone wanting to come and knit
or crochet are welcome!!!
Questions? Contact Darlene Daniels.

The speaker will be Tomi Ault. She will
speak about ‘You Are Loved-project’,
a not for profit organization that collects
and delivers holiday packages to every
nursing home resident in Pekin.
There will be a coffee fellowship.
Donations of food are welcome.

Men’s Coffee/Breakfast Group
The next gathering will be
Thursday, September 15,
7:30 a.m. at the Denny’s
in North Pekin.

Our Free Little Library has been
getting some use! Thanks again
to all involved in getting this
project done. Book donations
are welcome—there is a box
under the coat rack. Adult &
Children books are welcome.

Mary/Martha Circle will meet on
Wednesday, September 21,
9:30 a.m. at the church.

In September
(& possibly October),
we will enjoy singing
the hymns you have
picked out!

All women of the church
are welcome!

Join us for ‘Dinner Out’
on Sunday, September 25
6:00 p.m. at
West Dublin Pub
in Pekin, 507 Court St.

Note: The Christian Education Committee will
meet with the Outreach & Fellowship Committee
on Wednesday, Sept. 7, at 7:00 p.m.

Our long-time Church Treasurer, Garold Burkholder, is retiring from this position.
Garold has been quite a ‘treasure’ for Our Savior!! We will honor Garold on Sunday, Oct. 2.
Many thanks to Melanie, Mark, and Tim, who will be working together to take over the reporting, check writing,
and budgeting, until a treasurer/bookkeeper replacement has been put in place. Payroll has been taken over by
Phillips Tax Service, as approved by Council.

If you are interested in this position, please contact Melanie, Pastor, or any council member!
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The Church Council & the Memorials & Gifts Committee has noted that there is a large balance in the
savings account. Please put on your thinking caps and help us use these lovingly donated memorials.
The guidelines for Memorials & Gifts purchases are listed here:
IV. Guidelines for Memorial Fund Expenditures
Memorial fund expenditures will be made using the following guidelines:
A. Memorial Funds cannot be used to replenish the Current and Benevolence Account or for
normal operating expenses.
B. Memorial Funds should be used for items or projects that have a long term benefit, lasting
value or add to the capital assets of the Church. In general, expendable supplies or equipment are not
considered to be appropriate Memorial Fund expenditures.
SEPTEMBER BOOK REVIEW—Leslie Leitner
From the FICTION shelf: A Penny for Your Thoughts by Mindy Starns Clark.
This is the first book in the Million Dollar Mysteries; published in 2002. There are many books from
this series on the fiction shelf in the library.
I enjoyed the writing (fun to think about how we communicated 20 years ago) and the plot was good. Here is a brief
description from Amazon:
Attorney Callie Webber investigates nonprofit organizations for the J.O.S.H.U.A. Foundation and awards the best of
them grants up to a million dollars. In each book of the series, Callie comes across a mystery she must solve using
her skills as a former private investigator. A young widow, Callie finds strength in her faith in God and joy in her
relationship with her employer, Tom. In book number one of The Million Dollar Mystery series, Callie's
assignment is to go to Philadelphia and present Wendell Smythe, an old family friend of her boss, Tom, with a check
for $250,000. When Callie goes to his office, check in hand, she discovers him dead on the floor.

Remarks from Council President Melanie at
the August Council meeting:
“It was a busy month! I thank all who are
helping out with the treasurer’s job—Mark, Tim,
Leslie, and of course Garold, until we can find
someone permanent; and all the many, many
people who have helped with outreach events; and
the visitors we have had at worship!
Special thanks to Darlene and Larry who
hosted a pop-up coffee fellowship on August 7.
The carpets and the parking lot look very
nice, and thanks to all of Property committee for
all the little and big tasks that they do each and
every week.
I want to especially thank Pastor Barnes for
all the encouragement he has given us to be Jesus
for our community.”

The Worship & Music Committee would
like additional help to video Pastor’s
weekly sermon, usually on Thursdays after
the morning Bible Study. Those who are
doing it now use the cameras on their
phones, then upload it to YouTube and email the link to
Lori, our church secretary (directions and training are
available—not at all difficult to do.)
The Committee is also exploring video camera options.
They would like to create a team of several people who
would videotape the Sunday morning service. When we
move to this ministry, we would no longer film Pastor
individually. Thank you for your help!

Melanie—Thank YOU for your positivity and
recognizing all the good that is happening at OSLC!
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Sept. 10—Jacque Davis

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Sept. 20—Rita Wahl

Bud & Sandy Brooks—Sept. 12, 1970

Sept. 21—Garold Burkholder

Phil & Beth Dralle—Sept.22, 1973

Sept. 27—Stephen Barnes

Mike & Courtney Dralle—Sept. 29, 2007

www.elca.org

We have a new ‘Sister Congregation’! Our Synod has connected churches in the Synod with
other churches, creating “Sister Congregations”. Our new sister church is Faith Lutheran in
Washington, IL. Their minister is Pastor John Rothfusz . Their website is www.shareourfaith.org.
Prayer Chain at Our Savior
Call the Church office with your prayer request 346-2600 or email oslcpekin1@gmail.com.
An email will be sent to all members when a prayer request is received. Members without an
email address may ask that they be called when a prayer request is sent out.
►Please let Lori know if someone can go off the prayer list —call or email.
►If someone needs prayers, is going into the hospital or needs a visit—
PLEASE let Pastor know!
We continue to pray for those in the Military:

Committee and Council minutes are
posted by the church office. Check out all
the hard work our members are doing!

Petty Officer Robert Murphy (3rd Class)—(nephew of Phil
& Beth Dralle)
Nick Marzinzik (Air National Guard, Mike & Sue Barger’s
nephew)
Josh Barger (Navy Reserves, Mike & Sue’s son)
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN (Doris Voller)

(309) 346-2600

If you have a ministry need,
please call the Church office.

Reminder: If your committee changes or cancels a
meeting, or plans an event, or makes an appointment to
bring someone in—please let Pastor know. And please
include Pastor on all committee emails. Thank you!

We continue to work on ideas for the
’Philip and Andrew—Come & See’ initiative to
work on the life and ministry of OSLC. Contact
Pastor, or any council member, with an idea
you would like to try!

If you are unable to print the newsletter
at home and would like a copy, please
contact the church office and one can
be printed for you. If you want a

printed copy monthly,
please let Leslie know.

PHILIP & ANDREW
GROWTH GROUP

If you have information you want to be in the next
‘Hope on the Hill”, please email Leslie Leitner

BY SUNDAY, SEPT. 18, 2022

at leithaus@gmail.com. Thank you!
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LAY
ASSISTANT

LAY
READER

USHERS

TELLERS

COMMUNION
Set up & Clean up

PARAMENT
COLOR

Sept. 4

Tim

Sue

Ken

Tim & Leslie

Lee & Mary

Green

Sept. 11

Meri

Roberta

Mark

Tim & Leslie

Linda & Carol

Green

Sept. 18

Melanie

Lily

Leo

Leo & Roberta

Linda & Carol

Green

Dennis

Mary Sipka

Ken

Leo & Roberta

Tim & Leslie

Green

(Tim) Sept. 25

SEPTEMBER FLOWER CHART
You can call the office if
you would like to sign up
for flowers on a Sunday.

September 4
September 11
September 18 Melanie & Bill Fleming—Wedding Anniversary (in August)
September 25

Please note: We will only be receiving ONE
vase of flowers; your cost will be $30.00.

We continue to stay steady
financially. Thank you for
mailing your offerings to Our
Savior. Please continue to do
so if you opt to not attend
worship services—thank you!!

Ways to walk
If you think walking is boring or repetitive, read 52 Ways to Walk. Author Annabel Streets shares dozens of
variations on this healthy pastime. From walking in the cold or at altitude to walking along a river or barefoot (or
even backward!), each technique offers different benefits and new perspectives. Other ideas include a sensory walk,
a silent walk, a foraging walk and singing while strolling. As Christians know, walking can be a great time to connect
with God in prayer too.

Scripture speaks often about our spiritual walk: We are to walk “faithfully” with God (Genesis 5:24, NIV), walk “in
all his ways” (Joshua 22:5, NRSV), walk “humbly” with God (Micah 6:8), walk “while you have the light” (John
12:35), walk while praising God (Acts 3:8), walk “by faith, not by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7), walk “by the
Spirit” (Galatians 5:16) and walk “in the same way” as Jesus walked (1 John 2:6, NRSV).
As we walk — even through dark valleys — we’re never alone. God promises, “I will walk among you and be your
God” (Leviticus 26:12, NIV).
—Stephanie Martin








October will be Stewardship Month
Sunday, October 2 we will recognize Garold for his many years
of dedicated service to Our Savior as Treasurer
Possible Weiner Roast/Potluck Oct. 9, 4:30 p.m.
October 16—Puppets for Jesus
Planning is in progress for a Trunk or Treat event again this
year—October 29, 2:00—4:00 p.m.
Reformation is October 30—wear red!
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CHURCH COUNCIL 2022
President

Melanie Fleming

Christian Education, Mutual Ministry

melaniefleming@comcast.net

Vice President

Meri Arnold

Worship & Music, Memorials & Gifts

arnoldmeri15@gmail.com

Secretary

Valerie Gettys

Finance

swimmin@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Garold Burkholder

Finance, Stewardship

gburkholder21@comcast.net

Dennis Eggemeyer

Outreach & Fellowship

dle_61554@yahoo.com

Mark McCarrell

Worship & Music

markgmc1154@gmail.com

Leo Stiles

Property

lastiles1@gmail.com

Pastor Barnes

barnes.stephen9@gmail.com

Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement
We spread God’s word – joining with Jesus to heal our broken world.
Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles
◘
◘
◘
◘
◘
◘

We
We
We
We
We
We

follow Jesus as Lord and Savior.
pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and relationship with God.
act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s love.
listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys and sorrows.
work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our community and the world.
love to tell the story of Jesus and His love.

A prayer for OSLC and our Sister Congregation,
Faith Lutheran in Washington, IL:

We pray for Faith Lutheran Church in Washington,
our sister congregation. In 1 Corinthians 12:12 we are
reminded that “for just as the body is one and has
many members, and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in
the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body...If
one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one
member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

The Sunday worship bulletin
posted to our website and our
Facebook page, usually by
Saturday afternoon.
Our website link is:
www.oslchopeonthehill.org.

is

The video of Pastor or Tim’s sermon is within the bulletin,
as are some music videos. Pastor also records the Gospel
reading and the Children’s message. Hope you take a
look! It is also emailed to our members.

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT:
Center for Prevention of Abuse

The women & children who seek shelter and safety at House of
Hope appreciate your support. There is a collection crate by the coat
rack for House of Hope.
Special needs RIGHT NOW include: cereal, canned fruit,
bottled juice, peanut butter, canned tuna, can soups, sugar,
coffee, pancake mix, syrup

CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO)

♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items for CCO.
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always needed.
Special Needs: jackets, jeans, socks, macaroni & cheese,
canned fruit and book bags
Clip art in the newsletter is from www.newsletternewsletter.com
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GARBAGE UPDATE

Waste Management will continue
to pick up our trash until next
summer. They will be bringing a
smaller trash container.
Look for the new garbage can
when you clean up from an event.

SEPTEMBER 2022 CALENDAR
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

10:00 AM
Bible Study
6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

4

5

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM

6
10:00 AM
Property
Meeting

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

11

12

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM

Committee
Meetings:
Outreach with
Chris Ed; &
Worship
& Music
7:00 PM

13

14

19

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

21

7:00 PM
Council

27

Dinner Out
6:00 PM
West Dublin

15

22
10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

28

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM
Sunday
School/Bible
Study
10:15 AM

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

20

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

26

10:00 AM
Bible Study

7:30 AM Men’s
Breakfast @
Denny’s

Mark/Martha
Circle
9:30 AM

All
Congregation
Presentation
10:15 AM
“You Are
Loved”

8

10:00 AM
Bible Study

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM

25

Finance Mtg
6:00 PM

9:30 AM
Prayer Shawls

Zoom
Fellowship
7:00 PM

18

7

29
10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics
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