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Pastor’s Letter
Prayers Answered

As with many small
congregations, Our Savior Lutheran is
at a “crossroads.” We must continue
our prayers seeking ways for our
congregation to move forward and
“stay alive” even as we age. In this
I rejoice as prayers continue to be
answered. There is no such thing as
“standing still,” we either grow in our
faith and people, or not.
In this, my prayers continue to
be answered and I am excited for Our
Savior! What brings joy to my heart
is when people without pastoral
nudges create “life together!”
How exciting that Nancy
Atkinson among others has created
the “Little Free Library” and it is
being used. Thanks to Ken Wehr who
built the terrific mini library stand. I
understand children’s books have
already been taken to be read. How
exciting…prayers answered. It
provides an opportunity when people
pull into our parking lot to….”come
and see.”

How wonderful that the men
of our congregation decided to start a
men’s breakfast once per month. I
understand Bob Evan’s is graced with
their presence and good attendance. It
makes me greatly happy that God is
moving and I am praying and
applauding!
We have our “Chalk and
Bubbles” event that happened on
July 27th. This is another God gift as
children come to draw with chalk on
our sidewalks, enjoy bubbles and hear
stories of Turtle Pond. Thanks to
Darlene Daniels and many others.
Prayers heard and answered in special
ways.
As your Pastor I am thrilled to
simply pray and see so many of you
taking the “reigns” and bringing
special life and faith to Our Savior
Lutheran. God through His Spirit is
working!
Jesus taught his disciples to
pray and thus we have what we call
“The Lord’s Prayer.” Another
favorite of mine is “Prayer of St.
Francis.” I would like to share just the
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first part with you, for we are living
it.
“Lord, make me an instrument
of Thy peace.
Where there is hatred,
let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon’
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy.”
I am prayerfully excited as you all
bring…peace, love, pardon, faith,
hope, light and joy!
Peace,
Pastor Stephen D. Barnes

Prayer Concerns
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Family of Sharon Foss (passed away June 29, 2022)
Lee Sorenson (recovery from knee surgery)
Family of Shirley Laudenslager (former member, passed away)
Tom Rupiper (Mary Sorenson’s brother-in-law, cancer)
Finn Davis (4 yr old grandson of Ann & Alton Davis, leukemia treatment)
Jim & Mary Kay Johnson (health concerns)
Gus & Lil Marzinzik (Sue Barger’s parents, health concerns)
George Sipka (Teresa Massey’s father; health concerns)
Craig Brooks, Chad Wahl, Ryan Montgomery
Prayers for all those with COVID-19 and recovering from COVID-19
Prayers for our sister congregation, St. Paul, Gilman, IL
Prayers for Ukraine
Please contact Pastor or the Church Office with any additions,
deletions, corrections or updates

You may wish to use the blue cards in the pews in the sanctuary for updates to
prayer concerns, or other updates. Please write clearly-thank you!

No updates. You may wear a mask if desired but masks are not required at Our Savior at this time.
We welcome Lydia
Anne Kelly, who was
baptized on Sunday,
July 3, 2022 at Our
Savior. Her parents are Ryan
and Marsha Sorenson Kelly, and
proud grandparents are Lee and
Mary Sorenson. Lydia was born
on November 9, 2021.

Our Savior now has our own ‘Free Little Library’ !!
Many, many thanks to Ken for building and installing
our little library, and Nancy and Bev for filling it with
books. It’s ready to be visited! There are Adult and
Children’s books. Tell your friends, tell your neighbors!
There is a box for book donations
under the coat rack.
We hope many will enjoy our little
library!!

Men’s Coffee/Breakfast Group

The next Zoom Fellowship is
Monday, August 15
at 7:00 p.m.
Lee will send an email link to the
meeting prior to that evening.
Hope you can join in!

The Mary/Martha Circle, in
conjunction with Church Women
United, will provide supper for the
Salvation Army on August 25.
Mary/Martha Circle will start
meeting again on Wednesday,
September 21.
All women of the church are welcome!

The next gathering will be
Thursday, August 25,
7:30 a.m. at the Denny’s
in North Pekin.

Our long-time Church Treasurer, Garold Burkholder, will be retiring from this position on July 31.
Garold has been quite a ‘treasure’ for Our Savior!!
Many thanks to Melanie, Mark, and Tim, who will be working together to take over the reporting, check writing,
and budgeting, until a treasurer/bookkeeper replacement has been put in place. Payroll has been taken over by
Phillips Tax Service, as approved by Council.

If you are interested in this position, please contact Melanie, Pastor, or any council member!

Chalk & Bubbles Event!!
A HUGE thank you to all who helped in any way to
make our Chalk and Bubbles event a success this year!
We had around 20 children plus their families come to
our church to have fun with sidewalk chalk, blow some bubbles, and listen to Pastor’s Turtle Pond stories.
All appeared to have a great time!
It was great to see so many from church come to help and buy Kona Ice that night.
Thank you to everyone who donated, loaned, or provided supplies and food!
~Outreach & Fellowship
PAGE 2

IT’S YOUR TURN!
Write your favorite hymn or song number and the title from the
ELW Hymnal or the Worship & Praise Songbook on the small
poster hanging by the flower chart, and we will plan to use it in
September (& October if necessary)
You can also jot it down on a pew card and turn it into the office,
email it to Our Savior, or call the office with your suggestion!
God among the rubble

The nonprofit World Central Kitchen provides fresh meals for communities in need following natural disasters or
during humanitarian crises. After Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022, WCK fed millions of people in the
country and refugees at border crossings.
When I feel discouraged by tragic news and ask where God is, I’m reminded that God shows up precisely in people
such as the WCK teams. They are God’s hands serving healthy food to people fleeing home. They are God’s heart
and arms welcoming those in need to be nourished.
Often in the Bible God shows up around meals: Sarah and Abraham host the Lord in the form of three visitors; God
rains manna from heaven for the Israelites; an angel provides food for exhausted Elijah; Jesus eats with “tax collectors and sinners” and feeds crowds with a few loaves and fish. Supremely, Jesus gives to all the meal of Holy
Communion, the bread and wine that are his very body and blood.
In our broken world, God is among the rubble, among the helpers, among us.
—Heidi Hyland Mann

(from www.newsletternewstter.com)

To Pastor Barnes, Tim, Lillian, and other members of OSLC:
My sister Karen and I would like to express our deep gratitude for helping us celebrate our mother Sharon’s life on July 8th. Our Savior was a huge part of Sharon’s life since she and Marvin joined back in
1959, and became even more important to her after he passed away in 2013. The church became an
important social outlet for her in addition to the important role it played in her faith over the years.
Pastor – thank you for officiating over her funeral service and inurnment, for calling on her during her
final days, and for the support you provided the rest of us during this most difficult time.
Tim – thank you for assisting in her service, and for calling on her during Pastor’s vacation.
Lillian – thank you for your always excellent work as our organist. You continue to amaze us!
We also want to thank all of you at OSLC who brought food for the luncheon, and especially those who also helped
organize, set everything up, cleaned up afterwards, etc. Special thanks to Melanie for taking the lead.
Finally, we want to thank all of you who attended our mother’s visitation/funeral. It was wonderful to see such an
impressive turnout, and your kind words meant more to us than you will ever know.
Thank you all so much!
Sincerely,
Wayne Foss/Karen Capper, our spouses, and the rest of our family and friends
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Aug. 13—Virginia Duttarer

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

Aug. 23—Michelle Sarantakos

Leo & Roberta Stiles—August 8

Aug. 25—JaQuel Scoville

Bill & Melanie Fleming—August 18
Dave & Sonja Sanders—August 20
James & Mary Kay Johnson—August 28
www.elca.org

Our Synod has connected churches in the Synod with other churches, creating “Sister Congregations”.
Our sister church is St. Paul Lutheran in Gilman, IL, near Kankakee. Tim Leitner is our liaison with
St. Paul. Their minister is Pastor Pete Hinrich. Their website is http://www.stpaulgilmanil.org.

Prayer Chain at Our Savior
Call the Church office with your prayer request 346-2600 or email oslcpekin1@gmail.com.
An email will be sent to all members when a prayer request is received. Members without an
email address may ask that they be called when a prayer request is sent out.
►Please let Lori know if someone can go off the prayer list —call or email.
►If someone needs prayers, is going into the hospital or needs a visit—
PLEASE let Pastor know!
We continue to pray for those in the Military:

Committee and Council minutes are
posted by the church office. Check out all
the hard work our members are doing!

Petty Officer Robert Murphy (3rd Class)—(nephew of Phil
& Beth Dralle)
Nick Marzinzik (Air National Guard, Mike & Sue Barger’s
nephew)
Josh Barger (Navy Reserves, Mike & Sue’s son)
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN (Doris Voller)

Reminder: If your committee changes or cancels a
meeting, or plans an event, or makes an appointment to
bring someone in—please let Pastor know. And please
include Pastor on all committee emails. Thank you!

(309) 346-2600

If you have a ministry need,
please call the Church office.

We continue to work on ideas for the
’Philip and Andrew—Come & See’ initiative to
work on the life and ministry of OSLC. Contact
Pastor, or any council member, with an idea
you would like to try!

PHILIP & ANDREW
GROWTH GROUP

If you have information you want to be in the next
‘Hope on the Hill”, please email Leslie Leitner
If you are unable to print the newsletter at home and would
like a copy, please contact the church office and one can be
printed for you. If you want a printed copy monthly,

please let Leslie know.
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BY SUNDAY, AUG. 21, 2022

at leithaus@gmail.com. Thank you!

LAY
ASSISTANT

August 7

LAY
READER

USHERS

TELLERS

COMMUNION
Set up & Clean up

PARAMENT
COLOR

Meri

Roberta

Dennis

Tim & Leslie

Tim & Leslie

Green

August 14

Dennis

Larry

Ken

Tim & Leslie

Linda & Carol

Green

August 21

Melanie

Sue

Leo

Leo & Roberta

Lee & Mary

Green

Mary Sipka

Mark

Leo & Roberta

Linda & Carol

Green

August 28

AUGUST FLOWER CHART
August 7
August 14 The Flemings—Wedding Anniversary

You can call the office if
you would like to sign up
for flowers on a Sunday.

August 21 Stella Gettys—Greg’s birthday
August 28

Please note: We will only be receiving ONE
vase of flowers; your cost will be $30.00.

We continue to stay steady
financially. Thank you for
mailing your offerings to Our
Savior. Please continue to do
so if you opt to not attend
worship services—thank you!!

AUGUST BOOK REVIEW
Check-out procedures for the Church Library:
1. Walk to the library (between the sanctuary doors and the office.)
2. Pick out a book.
3. Take the book home.
4. Read the book.
5. Return the book.
(Repeat steps 2-5)

Donations and book reviews are always welcome!
Select a book from the Church Library that looks interesting, write
a quick review, or just share what is written on the book cover!
Email what you come up with to Leslie at leithaus@gmail.com.
Thanks!!

The Worship & Music Committee would like additional help to video Pastor’s weekly sermon, usually on
Thursdays after the morning Bible Study. Those who are doing it now use the cameras on their phones, then upload it
to YouTube and email the link to Lori, our church secretary (directions and training are available—not at all difficult
to do.)
The Committee is also exploring video camera options. They would like to create a team of several
people who would videotape the Sunday morning service. When we move to this ministry, we would no
longer film Pastor individually. Thank you for your help!
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CHURCH COUNCIL 2022
President

Melanie Fleming

Christian Education, Mutual Ministry

melaniefleming@comcast.net

Vice President

Meri Arnold

Worship & Music, Memorials & Gifts

arnoldmeri15@gmail.com

Secretary

Valerie Gettys

Property

swimmin@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Garold Burkholder

Finance, Stewardship

gburkholder21@comcast.net

Dennis Eggemeyer

Outreach & Fellowship

dle_61554@yahoo.com

Mark McCarrell

Worship & Music

markgmc1154@gmail.com

Leo Stiles

Property

lastiles1@gmail.com

Pastor Barnes

barnes.stephen9@gmail.com

Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement
We spread God’s word – joining with Jesus to heal our broken world.
Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles
◘
◘
◘
◘
◘
◘

We
We
We
We
We
We

follow Jesus as Lord and Savior.
pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and relationship with God.
act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s love.
listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys and sorrows.
work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our community and the world.
love to tell the story of Jesus and His love.

A prayer for OSLC and our Sister Congregation,
St. Paul Lutheran in Gilman, IL:

Almighty God, your Holy Spirit equips the church
with a rich variety of gifts. Grant that St. Paul’s in
Gilman and Our Savior in Pekin, will use these gifts
to bear witness to Christ in lives that are built on
faith and love. Make us ready to live the gospel
and eager to do your will, so that we may share
with all your church in the joys of eternal life;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

The Sunday worship bulletin
posted to our website and our
Facebook page, usually by
Saturday afternoon.
Our website link is:
www.oslchopeonthehill.org.

is

The video of Pastor or Tim’s sermon is within the bulletin,
as are some music videos. Pastor also records the Gospel
reading and the Children’s message. Hope you take a
look! It is also emailed to our members.

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT:
Center for Prevention of Abuse

The women & children who seek shelter and safety at House of
Hope appreciate your support. There is a collection crate by the coat
rack for House of Hope.
Special needs RIGHT NOW include: cereal, canned fruit,
bottled juice, peanut butter, canned tuna, can soups, sugar,
coffee, pancake mix, syrup

CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO)

♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items for CCO.
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always needed.
Special Needs: jackets, jeans, socks, macaroni & cheese,
canned fruit and book bags
Clip art in the newsletter is from www.newsletternewsletter.com
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Note: Per the recommendation of
the Property Committee, Waste
Management will be removing
the dumpster and will not be
picking up garbage at OSLC. Ken
will build a rack for a garbage
can to be placed outside of the
kitchen door. He plans to take the
garbage home.
Look for the new garbage can
when you clean up from an event.

AUGUST 2022 CALENDAR
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

3

1:30 PM
Mutual Ministry

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

7

8

Meetings7:00 PM
Worship
& Music,
Outreach

9

10

15

12

13

19

20

26

27

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

11

16

17

18
10:00 AM
Bible Study

Zoom
Fellowship
7:00 PM

22

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

7:00 PM
Council

23

Peoria Chiefs
game

24

25
7:30 AM Mens
Breakfast @
Denny’s

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM

10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

28

6

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM

21

5

10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

14

4

Sat

10:00 AM
Bible Study

10:00 AM
Property
Meeting

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM

Fri

29

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

30

31

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM
6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics
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