Our Savior Lutheran Church
Fourth Sunday in Lent - March 27, 2022
Prelude
Announcements and prayer concerns
Sharing of Peace
Theme verse:
Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ has forgiven you.
Ephesians 4:32

Call to Worship
A: Having put away falsehood, let each one of us speak the truth with
their neighbor, for we are members one of another.
C: We are united in Christ.
A: Let no corrupting talk come out of our mouths, but only such as is
good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to
those who hear.
C: We are united in Christ.
A: Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as
God in Christ forgave us.
C: We are united in Christ.
A: Behold, how good and pleasant it is when siblings dwell in unity.
C: We are united in Christ.
A: It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on
the beard of Aaron.
C: We are united in Christ.
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A: It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion.
C: We are united in Christ.
A: For there the Lord has commanded the blessing, life forevermore.
C: Amen.
Gathering Hymn
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing- ELW # 807
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3w9nvXuVnk

Invocation
L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
Confession and Forgiveness
L: ‘Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling
and slander, together with all malice’. We confess to God that we have
often been bitter towards others, expressed sinful anger to them,
clamored against them and have engaged in slander and malice. We
have refused to forgive and have pursued revenge rather than
reconciliation.
C: Holy God, we confess that we have not loved others as you
have loved us. We have sinned against them, and in so doing we
have sinned against you. We have not kept our tongues from evil
but have slandered others. We have not sought peace but have
pursued sinful revenge. Forgive our transgressions. Bring
reconciliation and restoration to our relationship with you and our
relationships with others.
L: We cry to you for mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Silence is kept for reflection
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L: Hear the good news! God’s Word declares that ‘God in Christ has
forgiven us’. In the mercy of Almighty God, his Son Jesus was given to
die for us to remove the guilt of our sin. For Christ’s sake God forgives
us all our sins and gives us his righteousness, making us holy in His
sight. His mercy endures forever because his love for us is steadfast.
C: Amen.
Greeting
L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world,
for the well-being of the church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Lenten Response - I Want Jesus to Walk With Me - ELW #325
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QL7rLD1H3g0
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Prayer of the Day
A: O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up
this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death.
C: Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love,
A: through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
The Word
First reading – Genesis 45:1-15
Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who
stood by him, and he cried out, “Send everyone away from me.” So no
one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his
brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the
household of Pharaoh heard it. 3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am
Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him,
so dismayed were they at his presence. 4Then Joseph said to his
brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am
your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for
God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in
the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there
will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to
preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many
survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the
land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus
says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down
to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you
shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children,
as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide
for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so
that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to
poverty.’ 12And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin
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see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. 13You must tell my
father how greatly I am honored in Egypt, and all that you have seen.
Hurry and bring my father down here.” 14Then he fell upon his brother
Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And
he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his
brothers talked with him.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 32
1

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered.
2Happy

are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in
whose spirit there is no deceit.
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While I kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all
day long.
4For

day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength
was dried up as by the heat of summer.
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Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I
said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave
the guilt of my sin.
6Therefore

let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of
distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.
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You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you
surround me with glad cries of deliverance.
8I

will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will
counsel you with my eye upon you.
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Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose
temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you.
10Many

are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love
surrounds those who trust in the LORD. 11Be glad in the LORD and
rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.
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Second reading – Ephesians 4:25-5:2
25

So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to
our neighbors, for we are members of one another. 26Be angry but do
not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27and do not make
room for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them
labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something
to share with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but
only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words
may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit
of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of
redemption. 31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger
and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32and be kind to
one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ
has forgiven you.
5 1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love,
as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Holy Gospel – John 13:31-35
The Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified
in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at
once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for
me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going,
you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
31

Message – Tim Leitner, SAM
https://youtu.be/Aft5gL3YoP8
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Hymn of the day
Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling - ELW # 608
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a1BVPomivso

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead,
on the third day, he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
L: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the
church, the world and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
A: Jesus formed the disciples in the ways of extravagant mercy and
profound welcome. Lead your church to be a community marked by
forgiveness, hospitality, and celebration. Send us to transform a world
plagued by fear and condemnation. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
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A: You make the land to produce a harvest that sustains your entire
creation. Equip farmers and farm workers who till the soil. Nourish the
earth with ample rainfall and abundant sunshine. Heal grounds tainted
by pollution or misuse. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
A: Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges. Reconcile
nations that experience conflict (especially). Act quickly to bring an end
to war. Anoint peacemakers trained in the art of diplomacy and foster a
spirit of collaboration among political rivals. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
A: Your people cry for help in times of distress. Resolve disagreements
among family members. Save those experiencing financial hardship.
Hear our prayers for those who are sick or grieving (especially).
Console us with the promise that everything can become new. Merciful
God,
C: receive our prayer.
A: Your love comes to us when a table is set and a feast is prepared.
Bless the feeding ministries of this congregation (especially). Bring an
end to hunger in our community and around the world. Merciful God,
C: receive our prayer.
A: The one who was dead is alive again. We give thanks for those who
have died, confident that steadfast love surrounds them. Shelter them
in your love until we are gathered at your heavenly banquet. Merciful
God,
C: receive our prayer.
L: Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need,
for the sake of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.
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Offering Prayer
A: Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation.
C: Now we gather at your feast where you offer us the food that
satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, come among us, and
feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we
pray. Amen.
The Great Thanksgiving
L: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The Meal – Consecration
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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Communion
Post Communion Blessing
Now may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you
and keep you in His grace.
Amen.
Post Communion Prayer
A: Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your
body, the bread of life.
C: Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in
need. Amen.
Blessing
L: You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and
strengthened for the journey.
Almighty God, motherly, majestic and mighty,
+bless you this day and always.
C: Amen.
Closing Hymn –What Wondrous Love is This - ELW #666
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP0tEceh8Bg

Dismissal
A: Go in peace. Jesus meets us on the way.
C: Thanks be to God.
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