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and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love…” When
it says: ”rend your hearts,” it means to
examine where love might have been
covered over and needs to be given
again. “Return to the Lord your God”
suggests that so often we “wander” in
our world which seeks our attention
and causes a connection stronger than
our relationship with God.
Forty Days of Lent is my
opportunity, your opportunity, to slow
down, reconnect and rediscover the
love, grace and forgiveness that God,
with open arms offers to you and me.
Often times in the morning when I am
getting ready to start my day…I’m
looking in the mirror at myself, but
not really. Brush your teeth, shave,
comb your hair but I do not look any
deeper. This is our opportunity to
look beyond the surface to “see” who
we really are. I am reminded of
1 Corinthians 13:12 - For now we see
in a mirror, dimly, but then we will
see face to face, Now I know only in
part; then I will know fully, even as I

have been fully known.
To help you in your journey
to “see” more clearly, there is a
mailing coming with devotions –
“Drawn to the Cross,” Bible Study
and schedule for this Lenten time.
Here is the beginning:
March 2 at 7:00 p.m. is our Ash
Wednesday Service.
March 6 is our first Sunday in Lent.
The Wednesdays will focus upon the
Servant Songs of Isaiah and the
Sundays upon “being merciful as
your Heavenly Father is merciful.”
I hope and pray that these
forty days will change your heart as
Joel says… ”return to me with all
your heart.”

Here we are on the precipice
of the Lenten Season! 40 days of
Lent is an opportunity to renew and
revisit our faith as we live each day.
How we “see” our life in relationship
to the gift of love that looks at our
faults and forgives us even as Jesus
walks to the cross.
How often I hear people
say...”I’ve decided for these forty
days, I will give up drinking soda.”
OR “I will not watch as much TV.”
OR “I will for these forty days,
spend more time reading and doing
devotions.” All good things and yet
on day 41 most return to what “was”
before. I would put to you that Lent
is not so much what you could give
up, but would you might add and
strengthen your heart of faith.
Here is the beginning of Joel
2:12-18 “Yet, even now,” declares
the Lord, “return to me with all your
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and
with mourning; and rend your hearts
and not your garments.” Return to
the Lord your God, for he is gracious

Peace,
Pastor Stephen Barnes

Prayer Concerns
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Family of Dale Gettys (passed away February 6)
Ms. Oesch’s Second Grade Class at Starke School
Scott Shoener (Melanie’s brother-in-law, cancer treatments)
Finn Davis (3 yr old grandson of Ann & Alton Davis, leukemia treatment)
Susan Foss (health concerns)
Jim & Mary Kay Johnson (health concerns)
Richard Bolam (health concerns, at Hallmark)
Nicole (friend of Roberta, returning cancer)
Connie Huessner (former member, cancer treatments, broken hip)
Gus & Lil Marzinzik (Sue Barger’s parents, health concerns)
George Sipka (Teresa Massey’s father; health concerns)
Craig Brooks, Chad Wahl, Ryan Montgomery
Prayers for all those with COVID-19 and recovering from COVID-19
Prayers for our sister congregation, St. Paul, Gilman, IL
Please contact Pastor or the Church Office with any additions,
deletions, corrections or updates

Please note: The CDC continues to recommend all people, vaccinated and unvaccinated, wear a

mask in public indoor settings.

All-Congregation Sunday School
March 20, 2022
10:15 AM after worship
The Mary/Martha Circle will meet
Wednesday, March 16 at 9:30 a.m.
at the church. All women of the church
are welcome.
The Circle continues to collect items
for Health Kits until the end of March.
They will be assembled at the April meeting of
Mary/Martha and donated locally through Church
Women United in May. A box for donations is in
the coat rack area. Here is a list of the items needed
for each kit:

1 hand towel
1 washcloth
1 wrapped toothbrush
1 4-7 oz. toothpaste

1 comb (no rattails)
1 nail file (no emery boards
1 bar of soap
6 band aids

A special note to Our Savior:
Thank you to all of you who expressed your
condolences in so many different ways from the
passing of my mother, Ruby Etheridge. Every
acknowledgment was appreciated by me and my
family. From attending the visitation, sending
emails, text messages, cards and
words of sympathy and
encouragement, each expression
was comforting and treasured.

Lent Shared at Our Savior Lutheran
March 2, Ash Wednesday, through April 17, Easter
There are two themes this year:
Sundays—God’s Mercy
Wednesdays—The Servant Songs of Isaiah
Services:
Ash Wednesday, March 2, 7:00 PM
Wednesdays, March 9—April 6, 7:00 PM

Sunday services are at 9:00 AM

Looking ahead:
Palm Sunday is April 10
Maundy Thursday is April 14; service at 7:00 PM
Good Friday is April 15; service at 7:00 PM
Easter is Sunday, April 17; service at 9:00 AM
There will be a light breakfast and
an Easter Egg Hunt to celebrate the day!

Gerry Reynolds

Thank you for the donations to the Souper Bowl of
Caring, which is a nationwide organization whose
purpose is to generate food donations to food
pantries throughout the United States. Total
donations delivered this year to Christian Civic
Outreach included: 52 cans of soup, 13 canned or
boxed macaroni & cheese or rice dinners, and 2
other items. 67 total items.
SAVE THE DATE!
The Rummage Sale will
be Friday & Saturday,
April 29 & 30.
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Group will meet on
Tuesday, March 8, 9:30 a.m.
Anyone wanting to come and knit
or crochet are welcome!!!
Questions? Contact Darlene Daniels.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
March 1—Dale Atkinson

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

March 18—Leslie Leitner

Larry & Darlene Daniels—March 12 8

March 22—Charlie Davis

Charlie & Jacque Davis—March 21

March 26—Mary Sorenson

Bruce & Gayle Gettman—March 29

www.elca.org

Our Synod has connected churches in the Synod with other churches, creating “Sister Congregations”.
Our sister church is St. Paul Lutheran in Gilman, IL, near Kankakee. Tim Leitner is our liaison with
St. Paul. Their minister is Pastor Pete Hinrich. Their website is http://www.stpaulgilmanil.org.

Prayer Chain at Our Savior
Call the Church office with your prayer request 346-2600 or email oslcpekin1@gmail.com.
An email will be sent to all members when a prayer request is received. Members without an
email address may ask that they be called when a prayer request is sent out.
We continue to pray for those in the Military:

Committee and Council minutes are
posted by the church office. Check out all
the hard work our members are doing!

Petty Officer Robert Murphy (3rd Class)—(nephew of Phil
& Beth Dralle)
Nick Marzinzik (Air National Guard, Mike & Sue Barger’s
nephew)
Josh Barger (Navy Reserves, Mike & Sue’s son)
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN (Doris Voller)

Reminder: If your committee changes or cancels a
meeting, or plans an event, or makes an appointment to
bring someone in—please let Pastor know. And please
include Pastor on all committee emails. Thank you!

(309) 346-2600

If you have a ministry need,
please call the Church office.

We continue to work on ideas for the
’Philip and Andrew—Come & See’ initiative to
work on the life and ministry of OSLC. Contact
Pastor, or any council member, with an idea
you would like to try!

PHILIP & ANDREW
GROWTH GROUP

If you have information you want to be in the next
‘Hope on the Hill”, please email Leslie Leitner
If you are unable to print the newsletter at home and would
like a copy, please contact the church office and one can be
printed for you. If you want a printed copy monthly,

please let Leslie know.

PAGE 3

BY WED., MARCH 20, 2022

at leithaus@gmail.com. Thank you!

LAY
ASSISTANT

LAY
READER

USHERS

TELLERS

COMMUNION
Set up & Clean up

PARAMENT
COLOR

Lee & Mary

Purple

Linda & Carol

Purple

March 6

Tim

Roberta

Dennis

Leo & Roberta

March 13

Meri

Sue

Mark

Tim & Leslie

March 20

Melanie

Lily

Leo

Leo & Roberta

Lee & Mary

Purple

March 27

Dennis

Larry

Larry

Leo & Roberta

Tim & Leslie

Purple

MARCH FLOWER CHART
March 6
March 13 Larry & Darlene Daniels—Wedding Anniversary
March 20 Tim Leitner—Leslie’s Birthday
March 27

Please note: We will only be receiving ONE
vase of flowers; your cost will be $30.00.

You can call the office if
you would like to sign up
for flowers on a Sunday.

We continue to stay steady
financially. Thank you for
mailing your offerings to Our
Savior. Please continue to do
so if you opt to not attend
worship services—thank you!!

MARCH BOOK REVIEW: This month Melanie has some great information for us:
Do you play Candy Crush, Mahjong, Wordle, or Suduko on your phone or tablet?
Do you check email on a computer or phone?
Do you ever talk to Google, Siri or Alexa? (Home Pod or Home Mini or similar)
Do you check Facebook or Twitter or Instagram?
Do you ever look up recipes or phone numbers on an electronic device?

If you said yes to any of these, you can access the Bible on a device! It’s that easy. Try saying
“Hey Google, read Psalm 23”, or ask Alexa to read Proverbs 3. Or, “Hey Siri, read Luke Chapter 6 in the Bible”.
OR
Load Bible Gateway to your device (Visit the App Store, the Play Store or just Type Bible Gateway in your search
bar. Once you are in (of course it is free), you can search for a favorite version of the Bible. NRSV, NIV and many
others; there may also have a speaker option so you can have it read to you! I like to have my Bible open to the
passages but listen to the speaker on the App read it.
When is the best time to start reading the Bible regularly? How about Today?!

The Worship & Music Committee would like additional help to video Pastor’s weekly sermon, usually on Thursdays
after the morning Bible Study. Those who are doing it now use the cameras on their phones, then upload it to
YouTube and email the link to Lori, our church secretary (directions and training are available—not at all difficult to
do.)
The Committee is also exploring video camera options. They would like to create a team of several
people who would videotape the Sunday morning service. When we move to this ministry, we would no
longer film Pastor individually. Thank you for your help!
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MARCH 2022 CALENDAR
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

Fri

2

3

Sat
4

10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

6

7

8

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM

13

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

14

7:00 PM

15

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM

16
9:30 AM
Mary/Martha

Sunday School
10:15 AM

20

9
1:30 PM
Finance mtg.

Sunday School
10:15 AM

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

21

27

Council
meeting
after worship
service

22

23

10

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

28

7:00 PM

29

12

18

19

25

26

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

17
10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

24

30

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

31
10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

11

10:00 AM
Bible Study

10:00 AM
Bible Study

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM
Sunday School
10:15 AM

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

7:00 PM

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM
AllCongregation
Presentation
10:15 AM

8:30 AM-NOON
R. Stiles

Worship
7:00 PM
Committee
meetings
after worship
service

5

7:00 PM
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6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

CHURCH COUNCIL 2022
President

Melanie Fleming

Christian Education, Mutual Ministry

melaniefleming@comcast.net

Vice President

Meri Arnold

Worship & Music, Memorials & Gifts

arnoldmeri15@gmail.com

Secretary

Valerie Gettys

Property

swimmin@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Garold Burkholder

Finance, Stewardship

gburkholder21@comcast.net

Dennis Eggemeyer

Outreach & Fellowship

dle_61554@yahoo.com

Mark McCarrell

Worship & Music

markgmc1154@gmail.com

Leo Stiles

Property

lastiles1@gmail.com

Pastor Barnes

barnes.stephen9@gmail.com
Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement

We spread God’s word – joining with Jesus to heal our broken world.
Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles
◘
◘
◘
◘
◘
◘

We
We
We
We
We
We

follow Jesus as Lord and Savior.
pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and relationship with God.
act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s love.
listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys and sorrows.
work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our community and the world.
love to tell the story of Jesus and His love.

The Sunday worship
bulletin is posted to our
website and our
Facebook page by
Saturday afternoon. Our
website link is:
www.oslchopeonthehill.org.
The video of Pastor or Tim’s sermon is
within the bulletin, as are some music
videos. Pastor also records the Gospel
reading and the Children’s message. Hope
you take a look! It is also emailed to our
members.
Clip art in the newsletter is from
www.newsletternewsletter.com
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LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT:
Center for Prevention of Abuse

The women & children who seek shelter and safety at House of
Hope appreciate your support. There is a collection crate by the coat
rack for House of Hope.
Special needs RIGHT NOW include: cereal, canned fruit,
bottled juice, peanut butter, canned tuna, can soups, sugar,
coffee, pancake mix, syrup

CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO)

♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items for CCO.
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always needed.
Special Needs: jackets, jeans, socks, macaroni & cheese,
canned fruit and book bags

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
Hope on the Hill Newsletter

