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Pastor’s Letter
Worship and Love Together

I just returned from my “up north”
vacation of relaxing and fishing! It
was good to hear the Loons calling to
each other, the Eagles soaring looking for fish to eat and see the brilliant
blue sky as I cast my lures hoping for
a “bite.” It took time to re-adjust to
“real” quiet and air that seemed more
“breathable.” I use the term
“re-create” for vacation because you
always hope to rest and resupply the
energy for life. We didn’t go to
church, but there was a feeling of
closeness with God and His creation.
Yes, even in Northern Wisconsin,
they are still working on what
worship might look and feel like –
post COVID! We all yearn to once
again feel the familiar in our Sunday
Worship experience. Even so, with
different ideas and desires of how to
get there, we must be careful not to
endanger the unity of community and
possibly create “winners and losers,”
for together we are the Body of
Christ hoping always to be more
together, not less.

Some quotes from Scripture:
Deuteronomy 6:5: You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all
your might.” And your neighbor as
yourself.
Jesus when tempted in the wilderness:
Luke 4:8 ‘Worship the Lord your
God, and serve only him.’ Worship is
in everything we do…visiting people
who are alone; giving rides for
anyone in need; making phone calls
or sending post cards; Yes, even
helping the “cardboard sign” guys!
While we are waiting for
normal, we shouldn’t narrow worship
but know that worship is also serving
the Lord our God in many ways. Our
Kyrie says: “For the peace of the
whole world, for the well-being of the
church of God, and for the UNITY of
all, let us pray to the Lord.”
Just one more scripture quote from
1 Corinthians 13:4-7: “Love is
patient; love is kind; love is not
envious or boastful or arrogant or
rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it
does not rejoice in wrongdoing; but
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Helping Individuals Live in Love
rejoices in the truth. It bears all
things believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things.” This is
the MORE EXCELLENT WAY that
St. Paul speaks of living, even as we
struggle together to find our
“footing” flowing deeper into
worship….always together, never
apart!
So, I wish I could tell you that I
caught enough fish for everyone, but
there was enough to bring some
home! There is always next year.
May the peace of God keep your
hearts and minds always in Christ
Jesus.
https://youtu.be/jkNaUPaSRIY
Wayne Watson – Blessed Are
(if you can listen)
(ELW 460) Now the silence
Now the peace Now the empty hands
uplifted Now the kneeling Now the
plea Now the Father’s arms in
welcome. Now the Spirit’s visitation
Now the Son’s epiphany Now the
Father’s blessing – NOW.
Peace,
Pastor Barnes

Prayer Concerns
Elsa Keas (recovering from knee surgery)
Nicole (friend of Roberta, returning cancer)
Troy Henry (Dennis Eggemeyer’s nephew, eye problems)
Vicki Rayburn (Marilyn W’s daughter, health concerns)
Terry Reynolds (Gerry’s husband, health concerns)
Becky Murray (Beth Dralle’s sister, had stem cell surgery, is home)
Jerry White (Courtney Dralle’s stepfather, treatments for brain cancer)
Connie Huessner (former member, cancer treatments)
Gus & Lil Marzinzik (Sue Barger’s parents, health concerns)
George Sipka (Teresa Massey’s father; health concerns)
Craig Brooks, Chad Wahl, Ryan Montgomery
Prayers for all those with COVID-19 and recovering from COVID-19
Please contact Pastor or the Church Office with any additions,
deletions, corrections or updates

www.elca.org

God’s Work—Our Hands: Our Savior Lutheran Church
Celebrates Our Neighborhood

WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 6:30 P.M.—8:30 P.M.
(Rain date—July 15)

Hope you have signed up to bring supplies and/or volunteered to help!

MEET OUR NEW CHURCH SECRETARY!!
We welcome Lori Frampton, of Pekin,
to Our Savior Lutheran Church!
Lori has 2 grown children and four
grandchildren. She is an avid camper,
and has 2 dogs and 2 cats. She recently
retired from Crittendon Center, and we
are fortunate that she has come to our
office.
She asks for your patience at first (but
she is learning quickly!) Office hours are
once again 9:00—12:00, Monday—Friday. Be sure to stop by,
or call, and say hello, and welcome, to Lori!
The Mary/Martha Circle WILL NOT
be meeting in July or August.
The meetings will resume in September:
Wednesday, September 15, 9:30 a.m. at the
church. Hostess is Darlene Daniels and Topic
Leader is Roberta Stiles. The lessons continue to be
from a Max Lucado book titled "A Love Worth
Giving." All women of the church are welcome.

Here is a picture of the ‘freshened up’
version of our outdoor sign.
Although the letters still need to be put
in by hand, it has a fresh, new look to it.
Volunteers are still needed to change
the sign throughout the year.
Contact Melanie if you can help!

Here is an opportunity for you to help ‘brainstorm’ ideas and events to work on
the life and ministry of Our Savior: a task force, the Philip & Andrew Task
Force, has been created and needs you! Please contact Pastor Barnes,
or Melanie, if you are interested in helping with this project.

We will be weeding out the library during
the month of August to make room for
new additions. If you would like to help,
please contact Darlene or Melanie.
A date will be set soon.

The next “ZOOM Fellowship”
is Tuesday, June 29,
at 7:00 p.m. Watch your email
for a link to the event.
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JULY BIRTHDAYS
July 1—Chris McCarrell

July 8—Ada Dralle

JULY ANNIVERSARIES

July 1—Gene Massey

Juy 15—Scott Massey

Wes & Amanda Johnson—July 13

July 5—Jared Barger

July 24—Nick Fleming

Steve & Barb Gresham—July 27

July 6—Josh Barger

July 27—Marilyn Whittington

July 7—Sandy Brooks

July 31—Meri Arnold

Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement

We spread God’s word –
joining with Jesus to heal our broken world.

Our Synod has connected churches in
the Synod with other churches,
creating “Sister Congregations”.
Our sister church is St. John’s in
Bluffs, Illinois (near Jacksonville, IL).

Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles
◘
◘
◘
◘
◘

www.elca.org

◘

We follow Jesus as Lord and Savior.
We pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and
relationship with God.
We act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s
love.
We listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys
and sorrows.
We work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our
community and the world.
We love to tell the story of Jesus and His love.

Prayer Chain at Our Savior
Call the Church office with your prayer request
346-2600 or email oslcpekin1@gmail.com.
An email will be sent to all members when a
prayer request is received. Members without an
email address may ask that they be called
when a prayer request is sent out.
We continue to pray for those in the Military:

If you have a ministry need,
please call the Church office.
A reminder: Please be sure to let Pastor know
about committee meeting times & dates. Use this
email: barnes.stephen9@gmail.com or contact
him on his cell phone. It would also be helpful to
include him on committee emails. Thank you!!

Petty Officer Robert Murphy (3rd Class)—(nephew of Phil &
Beth Dralle);
Nick Marzinzik (Air Force Reserves, Mike & Sue Barger’s
nephew)
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN (Doris Voller)

Each Sunday worship service bulletin is posted to our
website and our Facebook page,
usually by Saturday afternoon. There
are links within the bulletin to great
music, and Pastor or Tim’s spoken
sermon. Be sure to check the website
tab:

(309) 346-2600

This is also the best way to contact him
with personal requests and needs.
If you are unable to print the newsletter at home and would
like a copy, please contact the church office and one can be
printed for you. If you want a printed copy monthly,

‘News & Events’—‘Sunday Service Material’
and keep an eye on your email!
http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/index.php/newsand-events/sunday-service-material/

please let Leslie know.

If you have information you want to be in the next
‘Hope on the Hill”, please email Leslie Leitner

BY SUNDAY, JULY 24

at leitner@grics.net. Thank you!
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CHURCH COUNCIL 2021
President

Melanie Fleming

Christian Education, Mutual Ministry

melaniefleming@comcast.net

Vice President

Meri Arnold

Worship & Music, Memorials & Gifts

arnoldmeri15@gmail.com

Secretary

Leslie Leitner

Finance, Memorials & Gifts

leithaus@gmail.com

Treasurer

Garold Burkholder

Finance & Stewardship

gburkholder21@comcast.net

Dennis Eggemeyer

Outreach & Fellowship

dle_61554@yahoo.com

Mark McCarrell

Worship & Music

markgmc1154@gmail.com

Valerie Gettys

Property

swimmin@yahoo.com

Pastor Barnes

Pastor

barnes.stephen9@gmail.com

LAY
ASSISTANT

LAY
READER

USHERS

TELLERS

COMMUNION
Set up & Clean up

PARAMENT
COLOR

July 04

Melanie

Larry

Steve

Steve & Barb

Linda & Carol

Green

July 11

Dennis

Dennis

Mark

Leo & Roberta

Lee & Mary

Green

July 18

Melanie

Roberta

Ken

Leo & Roberta

Linda & Carol

Green

Meri

Sue

Mark

Steve & Barb

Tim & Leslie

Green

(Tim) July 25

JULY FLOWER CHART
July 04 Mike & Sue Barger—Birthdays: Jared, Josh, & Ami
July 11
July 18 The Greshams—Anniversary

You can call the office if
you would like to sign up
for flowers on a Sunday.

July 25 The Flemings—Nick’s Birthday

As it does this year, July 4 fell on Sunday in 1937.
While Pastor Eldred Johnston led worship that
morning in Paulding, Ohio, local kids set off
firecrackers nearby (restrictions were rare back
then). Realizing he needed to act, the pastor
slipped outside during a hymn and found the
revelers.
But instead of scolding or shouting, Johnston
stayed calm. “I used to enjoy shooting fireworks too,” he
said, adding that he knew it was a fun way to celebrate.
“But many in this town are gathered in worship, and the
noise is very distracting. All I’m asking is that you wait until
church services are over — about noon — and then shoot
firecrackers all you want.” The pastor smiled at each youth
and returned to church.
Recounting that experience in Liberty magazine, Johnston
said he half-expected to hear defiant explosions. Instead,
the kids waited respectfully until worship was over. When
conflicts loom, may we heed that example — and this
advice from Proverbs: “A gentle answer turns away wrath,
but a harsh word stirs up anger” (15:1, NIV).
from www.newsletternewsletter.com

We continue to stay steady
financially. Thank you for
mailing your offerings to Our
Savior. Please continue to do
so if you opt to not attend
worship services—thank you!!

SAVE THE DATE!!
Rummage Sale at Our Savior
Friday & Saturday, September 24 & 25
More information to come!
LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT:
Center for Prevention of Abuse

The women & children who seek shelter and safety at
House of Hope appreciate your support. There is a
collection crate by the coat rack for House of Hope.
Special needs RIGHT NOW include: cereal, canned
fruit, bottled juice, peanut butter, can tuna, can
soups, sugar, coffee, pancake mix, syrup

CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO)

♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items
for CCO.
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always
needed.
CURRENT SPECIAL NEEDS: CRACKERS, CEREAL,
BLANKETS, & SOCKS
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JULY 2021 CALENDAR
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

23

24

30

31

10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

4

5

6

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM
6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

11

12

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM

13
1:30 PM
Finance Meeting
6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

18

19

20

7
7:00 PM
Committee
Meetings:
Worship & Music
Outreach
Property

14

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

10:00 AM
Bible Study
CHALK &
BUBBLES
EVENT
6:30-8:30 PM

21

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

22
10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

25

10:00 AM
Bible Study

26

27

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM

7:00 PM
Council Meeting

28

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

29
10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics
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