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Pastor’s Letter
Living Water: the Foundation
of our Faith

When I was a little boy, we would
spend part of our summers at a resort
on the shores of Lake Michigan.
Unlike my lakes up north, this BIG
lake had constant waves coming to
shore. My parents shared a memory
that I would walk into the water, get
knocked over by a big wave, laugh,
get up and go into the water again. I
loved the water and I was like a
Guppy! Taking my youngest
daughter to swimming lessons was
great fun and she gained the same joy
of water.
So I pondered that whether you swim
or not, like the water or don’t, there is
Christ’s “living water,” that should be
a joy for you and me. We have been
gifted in our Spiritual hearts with
water that brings life. Our bodies, so
say scientists, are made up of more
than 70% water, which is why, when
looking for life on other planets,
water is essential. In our faith, we
have “living water,” which permeates
our whole being and holds the gift of
salvation and is the bond of our

community at Our Savior Lutheran.
Having said the above is why I chose
Psalm 23 for our stewardship focus of
October moving us into 2021!
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Helping Individuals Live in Love
food.
Rivers of Living Water—
John 7:37-38
37

On the last day of the festival, the

You prepare a table before me in the great day, while Jesus was standing
presence of my enemies; you anoint there, he cried out, “Let38anyone who
is thirsty come to me, and let the
my head with oil; my cup overflows!
one who believes in me drink.

With our cup overflowing we share As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the
believer’s heart shall flow rivers of
that abundance for life and ministry.
living water.’”

These two passages reinforce the
“waves” of “living water” that brings Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life and
joy and life.
I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever!
An Invitation to Abundant Life—
Isaiah

55 Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2
Why do you spend your money for
that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does
not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is
good,
and delight yourselves in rich
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Peace, Pastor Barnes

Prayer Concerns as of October 26, 2020
The Wehr Family (loss of Steven Wehr & Erika Schwartz, Ken & Bev
Wehr’s son and daughter-in-law)
The Leitner & Bolam Families (loss of Phil Bolam from cancer)
The Keas & Eggemeyer Families (loss of Ken Johnson, Elsa’s
son-in-law, Joan’s husband)
Elsa Keas (fell at home, cracked rib)
Emily Foss & Daniel Mansfield & new son Kelly Wayne Mansfield
Prayers for all those with COVID-19
Bud Thomas (recovering from heart problems)
Deena Burkholder (recovering from treatment for cancer)
Betty Barnes (Pastor Barnes’ mother, on hospice)
Gus & Lil Marzinzik (health concerns—Sue Barger’s parents)
Nicole (Sue’s niece, had surgery)
George Sipka (Teresa Massey’s father; health concerns)
Craig Brooks, Chad Wahl, Ron Garber, Ryan Montgomery
(Contact Gerry with any additions, deletions, corrections or updates)

REMEMBER:
*Wear a mask
*Watch your distance
*Wash your hands
We are monitoring the current increasing cases of COVID-19, and will make changes as needed or required.
Please note that the guidelines from the CDC state that “You should stay home for 14 days after your last contact with a
person who has COVID-19.” Their website discusses several scenarios, and also says: “For all of the following
scenarios, even if you test negative for COVID-19 or feel healthy, you should stay home (quarantine) since symptoms
may appear 2 to 14 days after exposure to the virus.

The theme of our Stewardship Program is “Psalm 23: My Cup Runneth Over”
November 1—verse 6: ‘Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life. And I will

dwell in the house of the Lord forever.’
We will be returning our Commitment Cards and Time & Abilities Sheet on this Sunday.

Upcoming Special Services in November

Sunday, November 1 is All Saints Sunday. We will honor members Betty Updike and Charles Carr, and our
former minister, Pastor John Meyer, and others who have passed away. It is also Stewardship Sunday, and we should
be bringing or sending in our Commitment Cards and our Time & Abilities sheets.
Wednesday, November 25 is Thanksgiving Eve. The Worship & Music Committee is still discussing details
regarding this service, including if there will be a service.
Sunday, November 29 is the first Sunday of Advent.
Wednesdays of Advent—Services will not be as in the past, if there is a service. Tim Leitner and the
Worship & Music committee are working on some ideas.
All services will continue to be held in the Parish Hall.

A new Sunday morning Adult Bible Study is starting in November after our worship service:
Encountering God in Scripture – Finding yourself in the story of God
This is a 5-session video & discussion presented by professors from Luther Seminary. Leadership of these
studies will alternate between Pastor Barnes and Tim Leitner. The session information and dates are:
Nov. 15—Dr. Rolf Jacobson: THE SABBATH PRINCIPLE-Various passages in Exodus and Deuteronomy
Nov. 22— Dr. Matthew Skinner: JESUS RAISES THE WIDOW'S SON AND NAIN-Luke 7:11-17
Nov. 29—Dr. James Boyce: JESUS FORGIVES THE SINFUL WOMAN-Luke 7:36-50
Dec. 6—Dr. Diane Jacobson: THE BOOK OF JONAH-The Book of Jonah
Dec. 13—Dr. Sarah Henrich: THE STORY OF CORNELIUS-Acts 10:1-48
Worship Services continue on Sundays at 9:00 a.m.

We will continue to monitor the virus situation and make changes as needed or required.
Our aim is to minimize the risk for all that wish to attend these worship service. Only attend if you feel comfortable coming to
church during this time. We do ask that you wear a mask entering the building and during the service. There will be masks
available in case you do not have one. There are hand sanitizer at several locations.

We are having worship in the Parish hall. Chairs are spaced out in order to maintain distancing. We ask that you sit in family/
household units during worship. The bulletin is being projected onto a screen. We are speaking together, but not singing.
Lillian continues to play the music on the electric piano.

Holy Communion: During communion, you will come to the tables in front and pick up your own wafer and
communion cup. You may also stay seated, and Pastor and the Lay Assistant will come to you with the wine tray and
wafer tin. We remain physically distanced as we are in line to receive communion from Pastor and the Lay Assistant.
If you are interested in being a part of the communion preparation/clean up team please contact Tim Leitner.
We are still posting the Sunday bulletin to our website and our Facebook page.
We appreciate your patience, support and prayers as we continue to meet together for worship.
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Mark McCarrell—Nov. 1

Rachael Wyman—Nov. 19

Bruce Gettman—Nov. 9

Susan Foss—Nov. 22

Dale & Nancy Atkinson—November 15

Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement

We spread God’s word –
joining with Jesus to heal our broken world.

Our Synod has connected churches in
the Synod with other churches,
creating “Sister Congregations”.
Our sister church is St. John’s in
Bluffs, Illinois (near Jacksonville, IL).

Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles
◘
◘
◘
◘
◘

www.elca.org

◘

We follow Jesus as Lord and Savior.
We pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and
relationship with God.
We act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s
love.
We listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys
and sorrows.
We work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our
community and the world.
We love to tell the story of Jesus and His love.

Prayer Chain at Our Savior
Call the Church office with your prayer request
346-2600 or email oslcpekin1@gmail.com.
An email will be sent to all members when a
prayer request is received. Members without an
email address may ask that they be called
when a prayer request is sent out.

(309) 346-2600
If you have a ministry need,
please call the Church office.

Emily Foss & Daniel Mansfield are the proud
parents of Kelly Wayne Mansfield, born October 1,
2020, in Colorado Springs, Colorado. He weighed
7.1 lbs. and was 3 weeks early but is doing well.
We continue to pray for those in the Military:
Petty Officer Robert Murphy (3rd Class)—(nephew of Phil & Beth
Dralle);
Nick Marzinzik (Air Force Reserves, Mike & Sue Barger’s nephew)
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN (Doris Voller)

A reminder: Please be sure to let Pastor know
about committee meeting times & dates. Use this
email: barnes.stephen9@gmail.com or contact
him on his cell phone. It would also be helpful to
include him on committee emails. Thank you!!

This is also the best way to contact him
with personal requests and needs.

We will to post the Sunday bulletin to
our website and our Facebook page.
There are links within the bulletin to
great music, and Pastor or Tim’s
spoken sermon. Be sure to check the website tab:
‘News & Events’—‘Sunday Service Material’
and keep an eye on your email!

If you have information you want to be in the next
‘Hope on the Hill”, please email Leslie Leitner

http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/index.php/newsand-events/sunday-service-material/
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by Sunday, November 22

at leitner@grics.net. Thank you!

2020 CHURCH COUNCIL
President

Leslie Leitner

Worship & Music, Memorials & Gifts

leithaus@gmail.com

Vice President

Leo Stiles

Property, Memorials & Gifts

lastiles1@gmail.com

Secretary

Melanie Fleming

Christian Education

melaniefleming@comcast.net

Treasurer

Garold Burkholder

Finance & Stewardship

gburkholder21@comcast.net

Steve Gresham

Property

gramg95@comcast.net

Meri Arnold

Worship & Music

arnoldmeri15@gmail.com

Dennis Eggemeyer

Outreach & Fellowship

dle_61554@yahoo.com

Pastor Barnes

Pastor

barnes.stephen9@gmail.com

LAY
ASSISTANT

NOVEMBER

LAY
READER

USHERS

TELLERS

COMMUNION
SETUP

PARAMENT
COLOR

NOV. 1

Dennis

Dennis

Ken or Mark

Leo & Roberta

Linda & Carol

White

NOV. 8

Melanie

Melanie

Ken or Mark

Tim & Leslie

Tim & Leslie

Green

NOV. 15

Tim

Roberta

Ken or Mark

Leo & Roberta

Tim & Leslie

Green

NOV. 22

Meri

Sue

Ken

Steve & Barb

Mary & Lee

White

NOV. 29

Tim

Tim

Ken or Mark

Tim & Leslie

Linda & Carol

Blue

NOVEMBER FLOWER CHART
November 1 Chris McCarrell—In Honor of Mark’s Birthday
November 8 The Leitners—In Honor of Penelope’s 5th Birthday
November 15 The Atkinsons—In Honor of their Anniversary

We continue to stay steady
financially. Thank you for
mailing your offerings to
Our Savior. Please continue
to do so if you opt to not
attend worship services—
thank you!!

November 22
Don’t forget—the time
change is October 31/
November 1.

November 29

Mary/Martha Circle will meet Wednesday,
November 18 at 9:30 a.m. at the church.
Hostess is Melanie Fleming and Topic Leader is
Sharon Foss. Program topics and projects will be
discussed. There will be no meeting in
December. Monthly meetings continue in
January. All women of the church are welcome.

Poinsettias will be available to order this
year to decorate our worship space in
the Parish Hall—more information will
become available. There should be a
signup sheet in the Parish Hall soon.
Thank you Elsa for organizing this!

Once again, we will be working with Angel Tree Ministries to supply 10 area children with a
gift of clothing and a toy item “from their incarcerated parent”.
A poster will be displayed on the bulletin board in the Gathering Room as soon as we have
been provided our list of children from Angel Tree Ministries. Depending on the date we get
that list of children, I may be contacting you via email. Please let me know if you are willing
to participate so we can move the process quickly this year as the process will be hindered a bit due to the
restrictions of COVID-19.
If you have any questions, concerns or comments, feel free to direct them to Gerry by phone or email to the
church.
Thank you in advance, Gerry – Angel Tree Coordinator
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The simplest prayer
An eccentric blind man nicknamed Joybubbles
reportedly loved Mr. Rogers so much he listened to 10 hours of the TV show daily until
he’d heard them all. One night, when Joybubbles was in a kind of awake dream state, he
said Mr. Rogers visited him and offered to
teach him how to pray.
Joybubbles protested that he couldn’t pray because he always forgot the words. To which
Mr. Rogers said not to worry; the prayer he’d
teach had only three words.
“What kind of prayer has only three words?”
Joybubbles asked.
“Thank you, God,” Mr. Rogers replied.
—adapted from The Wired Word
from www.newsletternewsletter.com

LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS WE SUPPORT:
Center for Prevention of Abuse

The women & children who seek shelter and safety at House
of Hope appreciate your support. There is a collection crate by
the coat rack for House of Hope.
Special needs RIGHT NOW include: cereal, canned fruit,
bottled juice, peanut butter, can tuna, can soups, sugar,
coffee, pancake mix, syrup

CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO)

♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items for CCO.
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always needed.
CURRENT SPECIAL NEEDS: CRACKERS, CEREAL,
BLANKETS, & SOCKS
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Plow
This farming implement is mentioned
frequently in the Bible, often in verses about
the harvest. Plowing symbolizes preparing the
heart to receive God’s truth, or the “seed” of
God’s word. The plow also represents
commitment; Jesus says, “No one who puts a
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for
service in the kingdom of God”
(Luke 9:62, NIV).
The prophet Elisha burns his plow to show his
commitment to answer God’s call
(see 1 Kings 19:21).

NOVEMBER 2020 CALENDAR
Sun

Mon
1

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM
Please Wear
Your Mask
ALL SAINTS
SUNDAY
STEWARDSHIP
SUNDAY
Sunday School
10:15 AM

8
WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM
Please Wear
Your Mask

Tue
2

9

7:00 PM
Worship & Music
Outreach Comm.
(email meeting)

10

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

16

20

21

27

28

10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

17

18
9:30 AM
Mary/Martha

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

23

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

11

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM
Please Wear
Your Mask

7:00 PM
Council Meeting

24

19
10:00 AM
Bible Study

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics
7:00 PM
Book Club
(L. Leitner)

25
Thanksgiving
Eve Service?

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

Sunday School
10:15 AM

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM
Please Wear
Your Mask
1ST ADVENT
Sunday School
10:15 AM

Fri

4

10:00-11:00 AM
Mutual Ministry

Sunday School
10:15 AM

29

3

6:00-7:00 PM
Aerobics

WORSHIP
SERVICE
9:00 AM
Please Wear
Your Mask

22

Thu
10:00 AM
Bible Study

Sunday School
10:15 AM

15

Wed

Watch for more
information

30
Reminder: There are meetings &
other events occurring at Our
Savior, so remember the 3 ‘W’s”!
(Wear a mask, Watch your
distance, Wash your hands.)
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