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from www.newsletternewsletter.com

Sunday Worship
Service 9:00 a.m.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD
PEKIN, IL 61554
(309) 346-2600
Pastor: Rev. Stephen Barnes
Email: barnes.stephen9@gmail.com

Office Hours: Monday—Thursday
9:30 am—3:30 p.m.

Pastor’s office hours are subject to change—
please call ahead

Church email: oslcpekin1@gmail.com
Website: www.oslchopeonthehill.org
Secretary: Gerry Reynolds
Office Hours: Mon.—Fri. 9-12
Hilltopper Editor:
Leslie Leitner
Email: leitner@grics.net
www.elca.org

PASTOR’S PAGE
During this coming year we will be using the theme, “Faithing
Forward.” The core is to move us into thinking beyond are
“smallness,” beyond our “age,” beyond just existing, to what
might God be calling us to step forward and “do.”
We will have a great banner for this year that depicts
“faithing forward,” but also the phrase, “Rooted in Faith, Forward
in Hope.” As St. Paul in Philippians reminds us we are to “press
on to make this hopeful goal our own, because Christ Jesus has
made us his own.”
The only thing stopping us is how convinced, certain, are
we that God through His Spirit is in and with us every day. In
Romans 8:38-39, St. Paul writes: “For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Is this meant only as we
stand at a loved one’s graveside? Do we focus only upon Christ
conquering death? Or are we able to see that this text is written
also for the living! We are to live a “convinced” “faithing
forward” lifestyle.
Our Savior Lutheran Church is a great congregation and
community. I have enjoyed sharing life and ministry with you
over these number of years. But have we become mesmerized by
the path we are walking or are we listening to where God might
be calling? It isn’t what we “can’t do,” but what we “might do.”
Retired ELCA Bishop Mark Hanson wrote a little book
entitled, “Faithful and Courageous Christians in Unsettling
Times.” Let me share a quote: “So often it seems our fears close
us off from hearing God’s word of promise, from being open to
God doing a new thing. Is it any wonder that God had to send
messengers to announce “Do not be afraid”? The voice of angels
was startling enough, yet it paled in comparison to God’s
life-changing, life-giving, life-saving action. I often wonder who
are the messengers God is sending to us and to whom are we
being sent with the announcement “Do not be afraid!” God sends
messengers to create space for faith by inviting us not to be afraid.
IN that space God speaks a faithful word of promise, which is
often a radically new word about what God is about to do for the
sake of the creation and for God’s people, each one of us.”
God is always doing a new thing in you and us as a
community of faith, do you not perceive it? Let us keep faithing
forward and see!
Peace,
Pastor Stephen D. Barnes
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HOPE ON THE HILL
Hospitality Outreach Proclamation Education

Peoria Chiefs game
Wednesday, July 31
$1 hot dog night & fireworks!

The Flemings have invited OSLC
to their house for a cookout on
Saturday, August 17
5:00—8:00 p.m.
466 Wildwood Drive
Groveland, IL
Please bring lawn chairs and a dish to pass!

The Mary/Martha Circle of Our Savior
is hosting a

for
Susan Barnes & Matt Oldenburg
Sunday, August 18, 2019
1:00 p.m.
Our Savior Lutheran Church
2223 Sheridan Road, Pekin, IL
All ladies of Our Savior are invited!
Visit their website for registry information:
www.theknot.com ~ p/w: Moose
Registered at: Bed, Bath & Beyond & Target
Questions? Contact Sharon Foss
or Roberta Stiles

Helping Individuals Live in Love

The All-Congregation Presentations
will begin on September 15,
10:15 a.m. after the worship service

Members who wish to make contributions towards the
cost of replacing the roof may use the
YELLOW envelopes in the rack on the pews.
You may also use your offering envelopes and write in
the dollar amount and the word “Roof” under the
heading of CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT on the envelope. Your offering envelopes may also be used to contribute towards the organ repairs—just be sure to
write the amount and “For Organ” on your envelope.
Thank you very much!

June Synod Assembly Report
from Tim Leitner
(from the July Council Minutes)
Tim reported that the worship service on
Thursday night was excellent. Dennis & Sharon
Eggemeyer attended the service, as well as
Amanda, Wes, & Eli Johnson, and Nathan Leitner.
Tim explained that Friday was a low-key meeting
this year; not a lot of business was conducted.
There were ministers from some other
denominations there, who gave greetings to the
assembly. An ELCA Bishop from a Michigan
Synod had a presentation which involved discussing
questions with the people seated around you. The
delegates also gathered by conferences (Northern
for us) to discuss some topics from our Bishop.
There was a presentation by some campus ministry
pastors, which he found interesting. There was a
written report about the SAM program.
Tim noted that he has been to the Synod
Assembly nine times in the last 11 years. He hopes
others will take the opportunity to attend in the
future.

The Mary/Martha Circle will have a Planning
Meeting on Wednesday, August 7, at 9:30 a.m.
Regular meetings will start back up
in September. All women of Our
Savior are welcome.

from www.newsletternewsletter.com
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The Sorensons hosted a fun
celebration on Friday, July 12,
in honor of Marsha Sorenson &
Ryan Kelly’s wedding in April and
Lee’s 70th birthday
(coming up in October.)

The Property Committee has had the
stained-glass windows at the entrance
doors cleaned and repaired.
They definitely look even more
beautiful—thank you!

Lee sent this thank you note:
My 70th birthday party/ Marsha and Ryan
Kelly's Pekin wedding reception on July 5
raised donations of over 70 units of peanut
butter and/or other nonperishable foods to
BOTH Christian Civic Outreach and House of
Hope/Center
for
the
Prevention
of
Abuse. Thanks to all who donated to these
great organizations.

During August and at the
beginning of September, we
will enjoy hymns picked by
YOU! Thank you to all who
turned in requests, and to
Pastor is fitting them into our
Sunday services.

We welcomed Sofia Gabriela Catherine Olivos
into Our Savior Lutheran at her baptism on Saturday,
July 13, 2019. She is Tim & Leslie Leitner’s
granddaughter. Her parents are Emily & Matt Olivos.
Many thanks to Pastor and Tim for the service. We are
especially grateful to Ken Wehr for the lovely wooden
box he made to hold mementos from the baptism and
many other special events in the future.
Family and friends from St. Louis, Chicago, Madison,
WI and Denver were able to attend, as well as Sofia’s
Great Grandpa Dick Bolam and Great Uncle Phil Bolam.
~The Leitner Family

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group is taking the summer off.
We plan to meet again in the fall. Our goal
is to create lap covers and Prayer Shawls
for Pastor Barnes to take to those in need
of comfort. We would appreciate any yarn/
monetary donations (a box for yarn is
under the coat rack.) Questions? Contact Darlene Daniels.

The Master’s works

Repairs to the organ will begin in the
fall. It will be out of service for
approximately three weeks.
While the organ is moved away from
the wall for the repairs, the Property
Committee will work on several items. They will be
painting the back wall and reworking the attic
entrance grill.
McCamy’s Heating & Air Conditioning will be able
to check on the valve behind the organ, and
non-working valves will be replaced. A thermostat
needs to be moved. The back pew by the organ will
temporarily be removed to help with the repairs.

As a skilled inventor, John
Muir was a prized factory
employee in Indianapolis.
If not for an industrial
accident in his 20s, he
may have spent his life
making things indoors. But
after recovering from being
temporarily blinded, Muir
headed on a 1,000-mile
walk to “consider the
lilies.” He then began
doing that literally, as a
botanist.

John Muir Woods
Photo by L. Leitner

To his résumé, the 19th-century
Renaissance man added naturalist,
glaciologist, conservationist, founder
of the Sierra Club, and Father of National Parks.
Yet when Muir was asked what he did, he replied
simply, “I study the inventions of God.”
from www.newsletternewsletter.com
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FLOWER CHART FOR AUGUST
August 4

Dennis & Sharon Eggemeyer—In Memory of Martha Eggemeyer

August 11

Sharon Foss—Glory of God

August 18

Bill & Melanie Fleming—40th Wedding Anniversary

August 25

Leo & Roberta Stiles—Grandson Kendall’s Birthday

REMINDER: When you take your flowers home, please leave the green plastic insert in the wooden
vase. The inserts are used by The Greenhouse to transport our flowers, and are very costly to
replace.
To sign up for flowers on the altar for a specific Sunday, please fill out the flower chart by the front
entrance or call the church office.
To pay for your week The price for weekly flowers is $25.00. Please place your check for $25.00 in the
offering plate, or mail it to Our Savior. Thank you.
Note: The September Flower Calendar still has

3 Sundays available to donate flowers! Thank you!!

Summer fruit basket
Taste some fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) — perfect for summer, and all year round!
• Love: “There is always an ‘again’ with love.” —Unknown
• Joy: “I don’t think of all the misery, but of the beauty that still remains.” —Anne Frank
• Peace: “Peace begins with a smile.” —Mother Teresa
• Patience: “The purposes of God may sometimes seem delayed, but they are never abandoned.” —H.C. Mears
• Kindness: “Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” —Mark Twain
• Goodness: “Goodness means to do things for the glory of God.” —Martyn Lloyd-Jones
• Faithfulness: “Do small things as if they were great because of the majesty of Christ, who does them in us.” —Blaise Pascal
• Gentleness: “There is nothing stronger in the world than gentleness.” —Han Suyin
• Self-control: “God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control.” —2 Tim. 1:7 (ESV)
from www.newsletternewsletter.com

Center for Prevention of Abuse— **LIST OF NEEDS**
The women & children who seek shelter and safety at House of Hope appreciate your support.
There is a collection crate by the coat rack for House of Hope.
A list of current needs is posted in the Gathering Room and near the church office.
Special needs RIGHT NOW include: cereal, canned fruit, bottled juice,
peanut butter, can tuna, can soups, sugar, coffee, pancake mix, syrup
Towels, washcloths
Laundry detergent and dish soap
Coffeemaker
Kitchen towels

Pillows
Twin sheets, blankets, comforters
Shower curtain, curtain holders
Diapers-all sizes

Your generosity is greatly appreciated! If you have any questions or would like to make a monetary
donation, please contact (309) 353-7512 or (309) 691-0551.
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If you have a ministry need,
you may wish to call the
church office:

Prayer Concerns

(309) 346-2600

We continue to pray for those in the Military:

Petty Officer Robert Murphy (3rd Class)—
serving on USS Abraham Lincoln in Persian
Gulf (nephew of Phil & Beth Dralle)
Petty Officer 1st Class Josh Barger
(Navy, San Diego, CA)
Nick Marzinzik (Air Force Reserves, Mike &
Sue Barger’s nephew)
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN,
Helicopter Pilot (Doris Voller)

Timim & Raunak Omeish (lost their baby during childbirth)
George Sipka (Teresa Massey’s father; guidance in
caregiving for his wife, Teresa’s stepmother))
Blake Leitz (nephew of Anne Dralle Leitz; health
concerns)
Pastor Weber (continued battle with cancer)
Phil Bolam (Cancer treatment)
Vera Jones (Nancy Atkinson’s mother, in Hospice Care)
Roman Wegrzyn (Pray for him and his family as his
Alzheimer’s Disease progresses)
Ryan Montgomery (Gerry Reynold’s son)
Gus Marzinzik (health concerns—Sue Barger’s father)
Caleb (personal concerns, Mike & Sue Barger’s nephew)
Chad Wahl
Craig Brooks
(Contact Gerry with any additions, deletions, corrections or updates)

We try to stay
current with your prayer
concerns. Prayer requests
will be listed in the
bulletin/Hilltopper for 4
weeks. Requests may be
repeated if desired. If
you wish to update a prayer or to
continue it, just fill out the form that is
in the pew.
New prayer concerns may be
added at any time. For any prayer
request or update, you may also contact
the church office by phone or email.

Prayer Chain at Our Savior
An email will be sent to all members when a prayer
request is received. A group email can reach a large
number of members quickly. Members without an
email address may ask that they be called when a
prayer request is sent out.

Did you know...There is a Master
Calendar on the wall in the office? If
you have any events or meetings
which need to be noted in the bulletin
or the Hilltopper, please be sure you
post them onto the Master Calendar
as soon as possible.

Don’t forget to visit our website!
http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/
If you’d like to see the Hilltopper
in full color, take a look at it
on our website!!

Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement
We spread God’s word – joining with Jesus to heal our broken world.
Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles
We follow Jesus as Lord and Savior.
We pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and relationship with God.
We act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s love.
We listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys and sorrows.
We work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our community and the
world.
◘ We love to tell the story of Jesus and His love.
◘
◘
◘
◘
◘
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AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Rachael (Massey) & Mike Wyman—August 7 August 9—Dale Gettys
Leo & Roberta Stiles—August 8
Bill & Melanie Fleming—August 18

August 13—Virginia Duttarer
August 23—Michelle Eggemeyer

David & Sonja Sanders—August 20
James & Mary Kay Johnson—August 28

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!!

EXERCISE CLASSES @ OSLC!
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD-PEKIN
6:00—7:00 p.m. Tuesdays
6:00—7:00 p.m. Thursdays
►Come whenever you want
►Work at your own level
►Open to the public

☺ FUN!
☺ FRIENDLY!
☺ FREE!

• September 15—Rally Sunday: Our Sunday

School Classes begin at 10:15 a.m. with the All
-Congregation Presentation
• Saturday, September 21—Leadership Retreat
• Sunday, September 22—Dinner at Venezia
with dessert & music afterwards at OSLC

STRETCHING
STRENGTH TRAINING FOR ARMS & LEGS
AB & CORE WORKOUT
CARDIO (WITH OR W/O STEP)

Sundays
9:00 a.m.
Worship Service
If you have information you want to be in the next Hilltopper,
please email Leslie Leitner by Sunday, August 11
at leitner@grics.net;
OR put articles, committee
information, news, events, and updates in the
Hilltopper mailbox
in the Library. Thank you!

Please join us after service for
Adult Sunday School. We are
done by 11:15. We will meet in
the library and can move if our
group outgrows that space! All adults of the
church and visitors are welcome! .

“You can do what I cannot do.
I can do what you cannot do.
Together, we can do great things.”
—Mother Teresa
from www.newsletternewsletter.com
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CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO)
♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items for CCO.
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always needed.
**CURRENT SPECIAL NEEDS:**

PASTA, BOXED MEALS, CEREAL
SHOES, SHORTS & SOCKS (ALL SIZES-Men, Women, & Children)
From CCO: We appreciate anything that you can give to help the disadvantaged in our community. We also
welcome monetary contributions for our general operation fund, and also for our emergency help fund. We
also accept clothing in good condition. At the present time, we do not accept furniture because of transport
and storage problems.
NOTE: The CCO Board meets on the 3rd Monday of the month from 5:30—6:30 p.m. They would like a
representative from Our Savior to be on the Board. Please consider helping in this ministry.

Things to know about Our Savior Lutheran Church Church Office: 346-2600
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL—Contact Information
President

Dennis Eggemeyer

Outreach & Fellowship
Mutual Ministry

dle_61554@yahoo.com

Vice
President

Steve Gresham

Property
Memorials & Gifts

gramg95@comcast.net

Secretary

Melanie Fleming

Christian Education
Mutual Ministry

melaniefleming@comcast.net

Treasurer

Garold Burkholder

Finance & Stewardship

gburkholder21@comcast.net

Lee Sorenson

Outreach & Fellowship

Lee.sorenson75@gmail.com

Leslie Leitner

Worship & Music
Memorials & Gifts

leitner@grics.net

Leo Stiles

Property

lastiles1@gmail.com

Ron Garber

Worship & Music

Pastor Barnes

Pastor

barnes.stephen9@gmail.com

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS SCHEDULES
Please switch with someone as needed and notify Gerry so the Bulletin will be correct.
USHERS
LAY ASSISTANTS
August 4 Garold Burkholder

August 4 Tim Leitner

August 11 Melanie Fleming

August 11 Bruce Gettman

August 18 Meri Arnold

August 18 Mark McCarrell

August 25

August 25 Ken Wehr

LAY READERS
August 4 Larry Daniels
August 11 Sue Barger

August 18 Roberta Stiles
August 25 Dennis Eggemeyer

GREETERS
August 4 Linda Tanner

Hospitality
Outreach
Proclamation
Education
Helping
Individuals
Live in
Love

TELLERS
August 4 Valerie Gettys & Tim Leitner
August 11 Sharon Foss & Elsa Keas

August 18 Leo & Roberta Stiles
August 25 Steve & Barb Gresham

COMMUNION SET-UP & PARAMENT COLOR
August 4 Dave Sanders

Green

August 11 Sue Hale

August 11 Lee & Mary Sorenson

August 18 Steve Gresham

August 18 (Intinction) Carol Guenther & Linda Tanner Green

August 25 Melanie & Lily Fleming

August 25 Dave Sanders

Green

Green

The Hilltopper Newsletter
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
2223 Sheridan Road
Pekin, IL 61554-2498
Phone: (309) 346-2600
Rev. Stephen D. Barnes—Pastor

Sundays—9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:15 a.m. Sunday Church School
At Our Savior Lutheran, we offer a ‘unified’ worship service.
•
•
•
•
•

For music, we combine the music from the Organist and the FaithFull Worship
Band with our liturgy, hymns & songs, offertory, prelude, and more.
Each part of the service in some way contributes to the “conversation” we are
having with God.
The sermon is not the only medium for the word of God. We hear God speaking in
the readings, hymns, anthems, and the liturgy itself.
We also receive the body and blood of the living Word, Jesus Christ.
Worship provides us with opportunities to offer to God our praise, thanksgiving,
prayers and concerns.

Communion in the Lutheran Church is celebrated in the belief
that Christ is truly present and truly gives himself to us in, with,
and under the bread and wine. We cordially invite all baptized
Christians who commune in their own congregation
(regardless of denomination) to join us.

