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Sunday Worship
Service 9:00 a.m.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD
PEKIN, IL 61554
(309) 346-2600
Pastor: Rev. Stephen Barnes
Email: barnes.stephen9@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday
9:30 am— 3:30 p.m.

Pastor’s office hours are subject to change—
please call ahead

Church email: oslcpekin1@gmail.com
Website: www.oslchopeonthehill.org
Secretary: Gerry Reynolds
Office Hours: Mon.—Fri. 9-12
Hilltopper Editor:
Leslie Leitner
Email: leitner@grics.net
www.elca.org

PASTOR’S PAGE
Summer is almost here and besides the rain, the temperatures are
a-rising! As your schedules change and possible vacations happen,
be safe while being content knowing that God in Christ continues to
abide in you. I do pray that you will have time to rest and re-create
finding the joy that God has already put in your heart.
Recently I have been pondering what it means to be “sent by
God” and speak to others. Sometimes I think we make the idea so
large and beyond our reach that “words” of any kind, become
silence. I am convinced that God in Christ is not expecting us to be
waving our floppy leather bound Bible at folks or quoting scripture
in front of people. Rather I am also convinced this is about every day
words shared in relationships.
You might remember the story from chapter one of John.
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother invites him to come and see Jesus. A
few verses down Philip from the same town of Bethsaida as Peter
and Andrew decides to follow Jesus and invites Nathanael.
Nathanael, being skeptical about anything good coming from
Nazareth, hears Philip simply say, “come and see.”
Relationships are everyday words. Relationships are built on trust
and getting to know the other person. Following Jesus becomes our
willingness to share in relationship that will offer a journey in life
together.
The Reverend Doctor Bev Stratton in an article entitled “Tuning
Our Voices Together” opens this way – “I Hate You!” a teen shouts
at her mother. “I do,” partners share with each other on their
wedding day. “This is the body of Christ, given for you,” the pastor
promises. Our voices are powerful. They speak our emotions, our
intentions, and the word and gifts of God. Together we learn new
ways to listen, to speak and to hear one another.
That’s it. To speak and to hear one another. To know that the
other person is valued. To know that God uses even our smallest
words as shared in sincerity and relationship.
There is a hymn called “We are an offering.” It starts out – “We
lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you; we are
an offering. Lord, use our voices, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our
lives, they are yours: we are an offering.”
Everyday, everyday, the words you speak of kindness, patience
and openness have value and God will use in ways we may not even
know at the time.
Author Scott Walker makes this statement. People see Christ in
you, even if they don’t recognize fully at first. Come and see, comes
from “a caring person – not by a book, a Gospel tract, a television
evangelist, or a radio show. It is usually somebody that they know
and trust.” He says one more thing – “Andrew introduced Simon to
Jesus in a way that only a brother can do, and Simon, perhaps full of
hope, gazed curiously at Jesus. Simon could never have believed in
that moment how this introduction would totally change his life.”
Be a friend, a brother or sister, share words of relationship and
God in Christ will take it from there.
Blessings and peace be with you this summer!
Peace, Pastor Stephen Barnes
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HOPE ON THE HILL

Hospitality Outreach Proclamation Education
The Synod Assembly is June 6, 7, 8 in
Springfield. Tim Leitner will be our delegate.

Members who wish to make contributions towards the
cost of replacing the roof may use the
YELLOW envelopes in the rack on the pews.
You may also use your offering envelopes and write in
the dollar amount and the word “Roof” under the heading
of CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT on the envelope.
Your offering envelopes may also be used to contribute
towards the organ repairs—just be sure to write the
amount and “For Organ” on your envelope.
Thank you very much!

Helping Individuals Live in Love

The All-Congregation Presentations
will continue in the fall—
10:15 a.m. after the worship service
The Mary/Martha Circle will start
back up in September. All women
of Our Savior are welcome.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry group will
be taking the summer off. We plan to
meet again in the fall! Our goal is to
create lap covers and Prayer Shawls
for Pastor Barnes to take to those in
need of comfort. We would appreciate any yarn/
monetary donations (a box for yarn is under the coat
rack.) Questions? Contact Darlene Daniels.

Sunday, June 30 is our next ‘Dinner Out’.
Come to the West Dublin Pub, 507 Court
Street, Pekin, at 6:00 p.m. Please sign up on
the sheet on the bulletin board. Lots of great
food available at this restaurant!

We still need to appoint a new council member—
please prayerfully consider taking this position. Talk
to Pastor, or a council member, if you are interested.
Thank you!

“Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”
Worship & Praise Songbook #95

Make me a channel of your peace.
where there is hatred, let me bring your love;
where there is injury, your pardon, Lord;
and where there’s doubt, true faith in you.

from www.newsletternewsletter.com
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Repairs to the organ will begin in
September. It will be out of service
for approximately three weeks.
While the organ is moved away
from the wall for the repairs, the
Property Committee will work on several items.
They will be painting the back wall and reworking
the attic entrance grill. McCamy’s Heating & Air
Conditioning will be able to check on the valve
behind the organ, and non-working valves will be
replaced. A thermostat needs to be moved. The
back pew by the organ will temporarily be
removed to help with the repairs.

A memorial service & fellowship
for George and Elaine Alexander
is being planned for June 29. The
tentative time for the service
is 2:00 p.m.

Our annual Rummage Sale raised $1,229.74
for the House of Hope/Center for
Prevention of Abuse!! And, $500 will be
added from the Thrivent Choice Fund!
A huge thank you to everyone who
donated items and helped in any way
during the rummage sale. We couldn't do this every year without you!
Special thank you to Melanie Fleming
and Sharon Foss who help organize this event
every year.
~Darlene Daniels

Unless you’re a pluviophile (someone
who loves rain), a stretch of sunshine
-free days can seem drab and dreary.
To make South Korea’s long monsoon
season more colorful, art students
created murals on some Seoul
sidewalks with hydrochromic paint.
It’s invisible on dry surfaces, but as
soon as water hits, vibrant images
appear. Rain transforms gray pavement into bright
scenes of fish, whales and turtles.
Life’s storms, whether literal or figurative, can
dampen our enthusiasm and even challenge our
faith. Yet adversity often reveals God’s true colors
— and ours. No matter what clouds pass overhead,
God remains perfect, loving and steadfast. And by
praising God “rain or shine,” we, as his artwork,
reveal that our Creator and his every brushstroke
are trustworthy. from www.newsletternewsletter.com

Read the article below for more information!!

This was an exciting email to receive!
From the Central/Southern Illinois Synod of the ELCA
elise.rothfusz@csis-elca.org
CSIS Newsletter for May 21
Bringing Hope to Pekin Neighbors
Our Savior Lutheran Church of Pekin has been holding a Spring Rummage
Sale every year since at least 1993. For the last 20 years or so, none of the profits
have stayed in the church. We have donated to rotating organizations: Christian Civic Outreach, a
multi-denomination effort to clothe and feed the disadvantaged of the Pekin, and to The House of Hope/Center
for Prevention of Abuse, a women’s and children safe shelter. Leftover unsold items have gone to another
local charity, the Hope Chest, a low cost thrift store which also offers community, educational and recycling
programs.
Over the years, the sale has offered our many neighborhood and community friends a safe and fun way
to get some great bargains, and has offered our membership an easy way to unload unwanted treasures and
to volunteer in a multitude of ways including sorting and pricing, carrying items to people’s cars, stuffing and
folding bags, bringing lunch to the workers and cashiering and cleaning up. Laughter and the spirit of giving
are present throughout the days of set up, selling and cleanup and our volunteers’ ages have varied between
7 and 91! We live the motto of “God’s work, Our hands”. Even though our average weekly attendance is less
than 40, we have a huge percentage of membership donate and help throughout the week.
-Submitted by Melanie Fleming, Our Savior Lutheran, Pekin
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FLOWER CHART FOR JUNE
JUNE 2

The Bargers—In Honor of their Anniversary

JUNE 9

Meri Arnold—In Memory of her mother

JUNE 16

Carol Guenther—In Memory of Bob Guenther

JUNE 23
JUNE 30

The Flemings—In Honor of Bill Fleming’s 61st Birthday

REMINDER: When you take your flowers home, please leave the green plastic insert in the wooden
vase. The inserts are used by The Greenhouse to transport our flowers, and are very costly to
replace.
To sign up for flowers on the altar for a specific Sunday, please fill out the flower chart by the front
entrance or call the church office.
To pay for your week The price for weekly flowers is $25.00. Please place your check for $25.00 in the
offering plate, or mail it to Our Savior. Thank you.

Every day, Living Lutheran offers a prayer for the day from the ELCA resource Prayer
Ventures, which can be downloaded at https://www.elca.org/en/Resources/PrayerVentures . These petitions are offered as a guide for your own prayer life as together we
pray for the needs of the world and give thanks for the ministries of our church. You may
wish to add these to your daily prayers.
Here are the prayers for June 3 & June 4:
3 Pray for the leaders and volunteers of summer congregational programs, that they will stir and strengthen the
faith of children and youth and introduce others to the good news of Jesus Christ through day camps, vacation
Bible schools and other special ministries.
4 Summer is the busy season for ELCA Mission Builders, retired men and women who share their time,
construction skills and spiritual gifts to build and expand the ministry capacity and physical resources of congregations and camps across the country. Give thanks for their volunteer service and pray that their witness will inspire
others for lives of service and furthering the mission of the church.
from the website of the ELCA: https://www.elca.org

Center for Prevention of Abuse— **LIST OF NEEDS**
The women & children who seek shelter and safety at House of Hope appreciate your support.
There is a collection crate by the coat rack for House of Hope.
A list of current needs is posted in the Gathering Room and near the church office.

Special needs RIGHT NOW include: cereal, canned fruit, bottled juice,
peanut butter, can tuna, can soups, sugar, coffee, pancake mix, syrup
Towels, washcloths
Laundry detergent and dish soap
Coffeemaker
Kitchen towels

Pillows
Twin sheets, blankets, comforters
Shower curtain, curtain holders
Diapers-all sizes

Your generosity is greatly appreciated! If you have any questions or would like to make a monetary
donation, please contact (309) 353-7512 or (309) 691-0551.
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If you have a ministry need,
you may wish to call the
church office:

Prayer Concerns

(309) 346-2600

We continue to pray for those
in the Military:
Petty Officer 1st Class Josh Barger
(Navy, San Diego, CA)
Nick Marzinzik (Air Force Reserves, Mike
& Sue Barger’s nephew)
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN,
Helicopter Pilot (Doris Voller)

Phil Bolam (Cancer treatment)
Vera Jones (Nancy Atkinson’s mother, in Hospice Care)
Remi (Remington) (premature baby & family)
Roman Wegrzyn (Pray for him and his family as his
Alzheimer’s Disease progresses)
Ryan Montgomery
George Sipka (Teresa Massey’s father-health concerns)
Gus (health concerns—Sue Barger’s father)
Caleb (personal concerns, Mike & Sue Barger’s nephew)
Bob Tertel (Sue Barger’s uncle-cancer recovery)
Chad Wahl
Craig Brooks
(Contact Gerry with any additions, deletions, corrections or updates)

We try to stay
current with your prayer
concerns. Prayer requests
will be listed in the
bulletin/Hilltopper for 4
weeks. Requests may be
repeated if desired. If
you wish to update a prayer or to
continue it, just fill out the form that is
in the pew.
New prayer concerns may be
added at any time. For any prayer
request or update, you may also contact
the church office by phone or email.

Prayer Chain at Our Savior
An email will be sent to all members when a prayer
request is received. A group email can reach a large
number of members quickly. Members without an
email address may ask that they be called when a
prayer request is sent out.

Did you know...There is a Master
Calendar on the wall in the office? If
you have any events or meetings
which need to be noted in the bulletin
or the Hilltopper, please be sure you
post them onto the Master Calendar
as soon as possible.

Don’t forget to visit our website!
http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/
If you’d like to see the Hilltopper
in full color, take a look at it
on our website!!

Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement
We spread God’s word – joining with Jesus to heal our broken world.
Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles
We follow Jesus as Lord and Savior.
We pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and relationship with God.
We act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s love.
We listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys and sorrows.
We work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our community and the
world.
◘ We love to tell the story of Jesus and His love.
◘
◘
◘
◘
◘
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JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Mike & Sue Barger—June 1

June 1—Emily Foss

Ken & Bev Wehr—June 15

June 4—Judy Barnes

Nathan & Jill Leitner—June 22

June 8—Chad Wahl
June 16—Deena Burkholder
June 25—Mazie Wankel

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!!

EXERCISE CLASSES @ OSLC!
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD-PEKIN
6:00—7:00 p.m. Tuesdays

•

Watch for news about a ride on the Spirit of
Peoria riverboat!

6:00—7:00 p.m. Thursdays
►Come whenever you want
►Work at your own level
►Open to the public

☺
☺
☺

FUN!
FRIENDLY!
FREE!

STRETCHING
STRENGTH TRAINING FOR ARMS & LEGS
AB & CORE WORKOUT
CARDIO (WITH OR W/O STEP)

Sundays
9:00 a.m.
Worship Service
If you have information you want to be in the next Hilltopper,
please email Leslie Leitner by Sunday, June 23
at leitner@grics.net;
OR put articles, committee
information, news, events, and updates in the
Hilltopper mailbox
in the Library. Thank you!

Please join us after service for
Adult Sunday School. We are
done by 11:15. We will meet in
the library and can move if our
group outgrows that space! All adults of the
church and visitors are welcome! .
“Jesus, like any good fisherman, first
catches the fish; then he cleans them.”
—Mark Potter
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CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO)
♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items for CCO.
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always needed.
**CURRENT SPECIAL NEEDS:**
CANNED FRUIT, PASTA, CRACKERS, BABY FORMULA
SHORTS & SHIRTS (ALL SIZES)

From CCO: We appreciate anything that you can give to help the disadvantaged in our community. We also
welcome monetary contributions for our general operation fund, and also for our emergency help fund. We
also accept clothing in good condition. At the present time, we do not accept furniture because of transport
and storage problems.
NOTE: The CCO Board meets on the 3rd Monday of the month from 5:30—6:30 p.m. They would like a
representative from Our Savior to be on the Board. Please consider helping in this ministry.

Things to know about Our Savior Lutheran Church

Church Office: 346-2600
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL—Contact Information
President

Dennis Eggemeyer

Outreach & Fellowship
Mutual Ministry

dle_61554@yahoo.com

Vice
President

Steve Gresham

Property
Memorials & Gifts

gramg95@comcast.net

Secretary

Melanie Fleming

Christian Education
Mutual Ministry

melaniefleming@comcast.net

Treasurer

Garold Burkholder

Finance & Stewardship

gburkholder21@comcast.net

Lee Sorenson

Outreach & Fellowship

Lee.sorenson75@gmail.com

Leslie Leitner

Worship & Music
Memorials & Gifts

leitner@grics.net

Leo Stiles

Property

lastiles1@gmail.com

Ron Garber

Worship & Music

Pastor Barnes

Pastor

barnes.stephen9@gmail.com

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS SCHEDULES
Please switch with someone as needed and notify Gerry so the Bulletin will be correct.
USHERS
LAY ASSISTANTS
June 2 Meri Arnold

June 2 Garold Burkholder

June 9 Melanie Fleming

June 9 Bruce & Gayle Gettman

June 16 Meri Arnold

June 16 Steve Gresham

June 23 Melanie Fleming

June 23 Dennis Eggemeyer

June 30 Meri Arnold

LAY READERS
June 2 Roberta Stiles
June 9 Sue Barger
June 16 Larry Daniels

Hospitality
Outreach
Proclamation
Education
Helping
Individuals
Live in
Love

June 30 Mark McCarrell

TELLERS
June 2 Steve & Barb Gresham
June 9 Tim Leitner & Valerie Gettys
June 16 Leo & Roberta Stiles

June 23 Dennis Eggemeyer

June 23 Sharon Foss & Elsa Keas

June 30 Roberta Stiles

June 30 Dale & Nancy Atkinson

GREETERS

COMMUNION SET-UP & PARAMENT COLOR

June 2 Roberta Stiles

June 2 Dave Sanders

White

June 9 Meri Arnold

June 9 Lee & Mary Sorenson

Red

June 16 Sue Hale

June 16 (Intinction) Carol Guenther & Linda Tanner

White

June 23 Steve Gresham

June 23 Dave Sanders

Green

June 30 Carol Guenther

June 30 Lee & Mary Sorenson

Green

The Hilltopper Newsletter
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
2223 Sheridan Road
Pekin, IL 61554-2498
Phone: (309) 346-2600
Rev. Stephen D. Barnes—Pastor

Sundays—9:00 a.m. Worship Service
At Our Savior Lutheran, we offer a ‘unified’ worship service.
•
•
•
•
•

For music, we combine the music from the Organist and the FaithFull Worship
Band with our liturgy, hymns & songs, offertory, prelude, and more.
Each part of the service in some way contributes to the “conversation” we are
having with God.
The sermon is not the only medium for the word of God. We hear God speaking in
the readings, hymns, anthems, and the liturgy itself.
We also receive the body and blood of the living Word, Jesus Christ.
Worship provides us with opportunities to offer to God our praise, thanksgiving,
prayers and concerns.

Communion in the Lutheran Church is celebrated in the belief
that Christ is truly present and truly gives himself to us in, with,
and under the bread and wine. We cordially invite all baptized
Christians who commune in their own congregation
(regardless of denomination) to join us.

