
Sunday Worship 
Service 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD 

PEKIN, IL 61554        (309) 346-2600 
 

Pastor: Rev. Stephen Barnes 
 

Email: barnes.stephen9@gmail.com 
  
Office Hours: MondayðThursday 
                        9:30 amð 3:30 p.m. 
Pastorôs office hours are subject to changeð

please call ahead 
 

Church email: oslcpekin1@gmail.com 
Website: www.oslchopeonthehill.org 

 

Secretary: Gerry Reynolds 
Office Hours: Mon.ðFri. 9-12 

 

Hilltopper Editor:  
Leslie Leitner 

Email: leitner@grics.net 
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We are in the middle of Lent as I am writing this article, but not 
too far from Holy Week and our Easter celebration! 
 
On our Sundays we have been focusing upon the Sermon on the 
Mount as ñturning our world upside down.ò  On Wednesdays we 
have been using Isaiah 43 where God says, ñsee I am doing a 
new thing, do you not perceive it.ò 
 
During our 40 day journey we have been moving beyond        
repentance for self and finding grace, forgiveness and love in 
turning a new direction of caring for others.  ñJudge not, lest you 
be judgedò is only half the answer.  It is bringing the compassion 
and concern of caring as we are all finding our way in this world.  
It is too easy to say ñIôm sorryò and simply walk away.  Or say 
ñI wonôt judge your actions,ò but skip Lutherôs explanation to the 
eighth Commandment ï ñYou shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor.ò  He writes:  ñWe are to fear and love 
God so that we do not betray, slander, or lie about our neighbor, 
but defend him, speak well of him, and explain his actions in the 
kindest way.ò  Ever so much further than ñhalf way,ò of simply 
not doing, but living in Christ for and with your neighbor. 
 
It reminds me of the familiar passage from Isaiah 11:3-4 ñHe 
shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears 
hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide 
with equity for the meek for the earth.ò  It is the cross of Christ 
with our hearts made clean that we should ñseeò others.  One 
writer said ï ñWe are called to convey Godôs grace in Christ to 
others.ò 
 
1st Peter brings us a challenge in our repentant life.  ñRid      
yourselves, therefore, of all malice, and all guile, insincerity,  
envy, and all slander.  Like newborn infants, long for the pure, 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation ï if    
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.ò   
 
Let us together grow into our salvation as a gift that we share.  
Let us understand that tasting the Lord and knowing this is good 
brings us joy to share with others.  
 
May the rest of this Lenten season bring us ever closer to that 
walk with Jesus and a new direction of love for others. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Stephen Barnes 

April 2019 
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HOPE ON THE HILL 
Hospitality Outreach Proclamation Education    Helping Individuals Live in Love 

All -Congregation Presentation  

10:15 a.m. Sunday  

There will not be a presentation  

 in April. The next speaker will be 

here in May . 

The Mary/Martha Circle will meet on 

Wednesday, April 17, at 

9:30 a.m. at the church. Hostess is Darlene 

Daniels. Topic Leader is Sue Barger. All 

women of Our Savior are welcome. 

Thanks to the congregation for your support of the 

health kit project. Fifty kits will be donated to Church 
Women United at their May meeting for distribution 

in the Pekin community. The May meeting of Church 

Women United will be held at Our Savior, with the 

Mary/Marth Circle providing refreshments 

PǸȂYER SǫǡȟL ǱȍǲȍSTșY 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group will meet 
on Tuesday, April 9, 9:30-11:00 a.m. Our 
goal is to create lap covers and Prayer 
Shawls for Pastor Barnes to take to those 

in need of comfort. We would appreciate any yarn/
monetary donations (a box for yarn is under the coat 
rack.) Questions? Contact Darlene Daniels. 

 
Wednesday, April 3 & April 10 

7:00 p.m. Worship, using Marty Haugenôs 
Evening Prayer Service 

ñI am about to do a new thing! Now it springs forth, 
do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the    
wilderness and streams in the wasteland.ò 

Isaiah 43:19 
 

The Beatitudes ñ òBlessed are youéó  

Sundays in Lent ñApril 7  
 
 
 

 
 
 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER 
 

Palm Sunday, April 14   9:00 a.m. Worship Service begins 
in the Parish Hall, with palms. We will have brass players at this 
service, and the Sanctuary Choir will be singing. 
 
Maundy Thursday, April 18   7:00 p.m. Worship Service 
   The Sanctuary Choir will be singing. We will strip the altar. 
 
Good Friday, April 19   7:00 p.m. Tennebra Service 

 

Easter Sunday, April 21  
 

7:00 a.m. Spoken Service  
Coffee Fellowship following the service  

 

 9:00 a.m. Celebration Worship  
 Coffee Fellowship following the service  

Easter Egg Hunt  

Friday, 
April 12ª 
Fish Fry 

@ Our Savior! 
6:00 p.m. 

Gene & Scott Massey will be 
our cooks that night. 

Please bring a dish to pass 

Be sure to come to this 
new event! 

All members are asked to bring 
something to share at our  
coffee fellowships on Easter 
Sunday. 
Thank you!! 



PAGE  3 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎŀŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ  
!ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мтΣ 
нлмфΣ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ Řŀȅǎ ŀƊŜǊ 9ƭŀƛƴŜΦ hǳǊ 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 

As discussed at the 2019 Annual Congregational 
Meeting, a motion was passed to proceed with the roof 
repair/replacement project as bid from River City 
Roofing at a total cost of $34,650 which included the 
required HVAC work and a contingency amount of 
$1,000.  
 

Options for financing are being explored. Members 
who wish to make contributions towards the cost of 
replacing the roof may use their offering envelopes 
and write in the dollar amount and the word ñRoofò 
under the heading of CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT on 
the envelope. 

Margaret Muiruri (Pronounced Margarite) and her daughter     
Rosevita (our speaker on Sunday, March 17) are collecting 
items to be shipped to Kenya. You may wish to continue 
consider bringing donations of the following items. These 
may be new or used. Thank you! 
¶ Puzzles of all kinds 
¶ Paper of all kinds for writing 
¶ Books for children of all kinds (the children learn 
English) 
¶ Magazines: science, nature, other 
¶ Christian materials 
¶ Childrenôs clothing and shoes. 
¶ Bags, backpacks, etc. 
¶ Money is used to purchase used items to bring back 
to the children 
¶ Money for a well they are trying to dig 

 
The website of the school is pleasanthopeacademy.org 
 

Meri Arnoldôs work schedule has 
changed, and she is now unable to attend 
council meetings. We would like to       

appoint a new council memberðwill you 
volunteer for this?? Talk to Pastor, or a 
council member, if you are interested. 

Thank you! 

Itôs that time of year again!! Our annual Rummage Sale 
will be Friday May 3 & Saturday May 4. 

 
Gather up items from your closets and 
the basement, and bring them 

to Our Saviorð 
 

**AFTER EASTER SUNDAY.** 
 

Set up at the church will be May 1 & 2. 
There will be a sign-up sheet for our 
wonderful workers. 
 

All proceeds will be going to House of Hope.  

Our month to donate food to 
Christian Civic Outreach 
(CCO) is APRIL. 

 
Special food needs are canned meats 

and boxed meals. 
Jackets & spring clothing are 

also needed. There is a box under the 
coat racks. Thank you! 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

THERE WILL BE A 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

 
SUNDAY, APRIL 28,  
AFTER THE SERVICE 

 
Discussion will include 

funding of the roof repair and 
organ repairs that are needed. 

The March 10 �³Supper Out Sunday�´��at 
Venezia Italian Bistro was enjoyed by 26 
people. Good food, good service! 


