NEWSLETTER

March 2019
PASTOR’S PAGE

DON’T FORGET!
MARCH 10
Sunday Worship
Service 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School
10:15 a.m.
CONTACT INFORMATION:
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD
PEKIN, IL 61554
(309) 346-2600
Pastor: Rev. Stephen Barnes

Email: barnes.stephen9@gmail.com
Office Hours: Monday—Thursday
9:30 am— 3:30 p.m.

Pastor’s office hours are subject to change—
please call ahead

Church email: oslcpekin1@gmail.com
Website: www.oslchopeonthehill.org
Secretary: Gerry Reynolds
Office Hours: Mon.—Fri. 9-12
Hilltopper Editor:
Leslie Leitner
Email: leitner@grics.net

This is the month where we shift our focus from Epiphany –
understanding that Jesus is indeed Messiah and Son of God, to God’s
love for us in the sacrifice of His only begotten Son and the gift of
salvation.
Ash Wednesday is March 6th where we remember two things:
We are still God’s creatures….we are dust and to dust we shall return.
Secondly is that we are shown the love of God that while we are yet
weak, Christ dies for the ungodly. We will be with him in paradise,
the place Jesus goes to prepare.
Thanks to Leslie Leitner who pointed me to the February 2019
edition of “Living Lutheran” and Bishop Eaton’s article entitled:
“What is God up to?” I was very surprised that the Bishop used the
same Isaiah text that is our Wednesday theme during lent. (Isaiah
43:18-19) “Do not remember the former things, or consider the things
of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not
perceive it?” Maybe God’s spirit is working?
The article was considering the decline of congregations in
many ways and what could be done. Her point quite clearly is that it
isn’t our job to strategize how to stop this change, but rather ask:
“What is God up to?” We are never orphaned, but God’s presence and
spirit is always with us. Don’t look backwards to memories, but how
might we be better used by God. You would think that I had called
Bishop Eaton to have discussion about our Lenten season!
She concludes that God is always doing a new thing! Our job
is to continue listening and looking to perceive it. She writes: “This
takes attention and devotion. Worship, prayer, Scripture study,
generosity and service – not in order to save the church, but in
response to the new life God has given us in Christ.”
Each week we will explore that Isaiah theme looking for
God’s work and word among us.
Finally, this drew me to St. Paul’s letter to the Galatians.
Chapter 5:13-14 “For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters;
only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence,
but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is
summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.” The “new thing” that God is doing happens as we look
out from ourselves and serve one another. St. Paul talks about living
by the Spirit and finishes with sharing “the fruit of the
Spirit.” (Chapter 5:22) The fruits are: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
You will hear many of these gifts and ministries during Lent.
Sermon on the Mount on Sundays and Isaiah 43…the new thing that
God continues to do on Wednesdays! Look for your Lenten mailing
coming soon.
As Bishop Eaton reminds us, it is not up to us to somehow
“save” the church, rather it is our challenge to discover the many new
things that God is doing…some of which may be through you!
Peace,

www.elca.org

Pastor Stephen Barnes
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HOPE ON THE HILL

Hospitality Outreach Proclamation Education
The Mary/Martha Circle is once again
collecting items for health kits. We are
asking that the congregation help us
collect the items necessary. There is a
box for the donated items under the coat
rack. We will be assembling them at our
March meeting, on March 16. Thank you
for your help!

HEALTH KIT LIST
•1 hand towel
•1 washcloth
•1 comb (no rattails)
•1 nail file (no emery boards
•1 wrapped bath size soap
•1 new, original wrapped toothbrush
•4-7 oz. tube of toothpaste
•6 band aids

Helping Individuals Live in Love

All-Congregation Presentation
after the Sunday Worship Service
is on Sunday, March 17.
Margaret Muiruri (Pronounced Margarite) and her daughter
Rosevita will be visiting OSLC on Sunday, March 17. She is a native of
Kenya and will be talking about her Christian school and orphanage that
she operates there. Margaret is also a student of Illinois Central College
and works in the Peoria area.
Margaret will talk about her mission, the children and how her
school turned into an orphanage. They will talk about the blessings God
has brought to their school and also how they collect and raise money for
their operation and her most recent trip back to Kenya.
They are collecting items to be shipped to Kenya. If you are so
inclined, please consider bringing donations of the following items. These
may be new or used.
• Puzzles of all kinds
• Paper of all kinds for writing
• Books for children of all kinds (the children learn English)
• Magazines: science, nature, other
• Christian materials
• Children’s clothing and shoes.
• Bags, backpacks, etc.
• Money is used to purchase used items to bring back to the children
• Money for a well they are trying to dig
Please join the coffee fellowship right after our service
on the 17th of March (10:15-11:00/11:15)

Ash Wednesday is March 6. The Worship & Music committee is offering
a light meal of pizza, salad, & dessert at 6:15 p.m.
The Ash Wednesday Service with Holy Communion will begin at 7:00 p.m.
It will include the Imposition of Ashes.
Wednesdays, March 13—April 10: 7:00 p.m. Worship, using
Marty Haugen’s Evening Prayer Service

“I am about to do a new thing! Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.” Isaiah 43:19

The Beatitudes — “Blessed are you…” Sundays in Lent
March 10—April 7
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Our newest council members are
Meri Arnold and Leslie Leitner.
Thank you! The Council was installed on
Sunday, February 17.
Dennis Eggemeyer is President; Steve
Gresham is Vice President; Melanie
Fleming is Secretary; and Garold
Burkholder is Treasurer. Committee
assignments are listed on page 8
of the Hilltopper.

Souper Bowl Food Drive
Thanks to everyone who donated
to the OSLC Souper Bowl Drive. A
total of 71 unites of soup and 59
units of other nonperishables for a
total of 140 units was donated
to Christian Civic Outreach!

On Sunday, March 10, at
6:00 p.m., Our Savior
Lutheran will have a
‘supper out’ at Venezia
Italian Bistro, 901 Chateau
Drive, North Pekin, IL
(site of the former Chateau
on the Lake restaurant.)
Please sign up on the sheet posted on
a bulletin board. Thank you!
Editor’s note: Tim & I have been there several
times, and it’s all been delicious, with good
service!

We are sad to report that Elaine Alexander
passed away January 28, 2019
at Bickford Senior Living in Peoria, IL.
Here are some highlights from the obituary, and where
memorials may be directed:
She worked for CIGNA property and casualty for 26 years, retiring
in 1996. She was a member of Our Savior Lutheran Church in
Pekin, IL and Messiah Lutheran Church in Cape Coral, FL, and
served as a volunteer for 19 years at Pekin Hospital. Elaine loved
people and a good joke. She traveled to all 50 states, every
US national park and around the world. She was an avid bridge
and mahjong player, participated in community theatre, and
loved craftwork – crochet, stained glass, doll house miniatures,
and sewing.
Per Elaine’s wishes, her body has been donated to medical
science. A memorial service will be arranged at a later date.
Memorials in Elaine’s name may be made to the Henry Erickson
Norlin III scholarship fund at Washington Community High School,
Washington IL.
(Note: Erik was Elaine’s son who died as a teenager.)

As discussed at the 2019 Annual Congregational Meeting, a
motion was passed to proceed with the roof repair/replacement
project as bid from River City Roofing at a total cost of $34,650
which included the required HVAC work and a contingency
amount of $1,000.
Options for financing are being explored. It was noted in the
Finance & Stewardship Committee minutes of February 12, 2019,
that “members who wish to make contributions towards the
cost of replacing the roof may use their offering envelopes and
write in the dollar amount and the word “Roof” under the
heading of CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT on the envelope.”

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The Prayer Shawl Ministry group will meet
on Tuesday, March 12, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
Our goal is to create lap covers and Prayer
Shawls for Pastor Barnes to take to those
in need of comfort. We would appreciate any yarn/
monetary donations (a box for yarn is under the coat
rack.) Questions? Contact Darlene Daniels.

The Mary/Martha Circle will meet on
Wednesday, March 20, at
9:30 a.m. at the church. Hostess is Linda
Tanner. Health kits will be assembled. All
women of Our Savior are welcome. Thanks to the
congregation for support of this project. The kits are
donated to Church Women United for distribution in
the Pekin community
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FLOWER CHART FOR MARCH
March 3 The Atkinsons—Dale’s birthday
March 10 Larry & Darlene Daniels—Anniversary
March 17 The Stiles-Rick’s birthday
March 24
March 31 The Flemings—Lily’s 14th birthday
REMINDER: When you take your flowers home, please leave the green plastic insert in the wooden
vase. The inserts are used by The Greenhouse to transport our flowers, and are very costly to
replace.
To sign up for flowers on the altar for a specific Sunday, please fill out the flower chart by the front
entrance or call the church office.
To pay for your week The price for weekly flowers is $25.00. Please place your check for $25.00 in the
offering plate, or mail it to Our Savior. Thank you.

Mark your calendar—Come to this new event in April!

Friday, April 12—Fish Fry @ Our Savior!
Gene & Scott Massey will be our cooks
that night at 6:00 p.m.
Bring a dish to pass

If you have information you want to
be in the Hilltopper, please email
Leslie by Sunday, March 24
at leitner@grics.net;
OR put articles, committee
information, news, events, and
updates in the Hilltopper mailbox
in the Library. Thank you!

Center for Prevention of Abuse— **LIST OF NEEDS**
The women & children who seek shelter and safety at House of Hope appreciate your support.
There is a collection crate by the coat rack for House of Hope.
A list of current needs is posted in the Gathering Room and near the church office.

Special needs RIGHT NOW include: cereal, canned fruit, bottled juice,
peanut butter, can tuna, can soups, sugar, coffee, pancake mix, syrup
Towels, washcloths
Laundry detergent and dish soap
Coffeemaker
Kitchen towels

Pillows
Twin sheets, blankets, comforters
Shower curtain, curtain holders
Diapers-all sizes

Your generosity is greatly appreciated! If you have any questions or would like to make a monetary
donation, please contact (309) 353-7512 or (309) 691-0551.
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If you have a ministry need,
you may wish to call the
church office:

(309) 346-2600

We continue to pray for those
in the Military:
Petty Officer 1st Class Josh Barger
(Navy, San Diego, CA)
Nick Marzinzik (Air Force Reserves, Mike
& Sue Barger’s nephew)
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN,
Helicopter Pilot (Doris Voller)

Prayer Concerns
Remi (Remington) (premature baby & family)
Pastor Dennis Scoville (health concerns)
Roman Wegrzyn (Pray for him and his family as his
Alzheimer’s Disease progresses)
Marsha Sorenson (health concerns)
Ryan Montgomery
George Alexander (health concerns)
Gus (health concerns—Sue Barger’s father)
Caleb (personal concerns, Mike & Sue Barger’s nephew)
Bob Tertel (Sue Barger’s uncle-cancer recovery)
Chad Wahl
Craig Brooks
Ruth Roach (health concerns)
Family of Shirlee Jacobs (Leslie Leitner’s aunt who
recently passed away)
(Contact Gerry with any additions, deletions, corrections or updates)

We try to stay
current with your prayer
concerns. Prayer requests
will be listed in the
bulletin/Hilltopper for 4
weeks. Requests may be
repeated if desired. If
you wish to update a prayer or to
continue it, just fill out the form that is
in the pew.
New prayer concerns may be
added at any time. For any prayer
request or update, you may also contact
the church office by phone or email.
Did you know...There is a Master
Calendar on the wall in the office? If
you have any events or meetings
which need to be noted in the bulletin
or the Hilltopper, please be sure you
post them onto the Master Calendar
as soon as possible.

Prayer Chain at Our Savior
An email will be sent to all members when a prayer
request is received. A group email can reach a large
number of members quickly. Members without an
email address may ask that they be called when a
prayer request is sent out.

Don’t forget to visit our website!
http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/
If you’d like to see the Hilltopper
in full color, take a look at it
on our website!!

Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement
We spread God’s word – joining with Jesus to heal our broken world.
Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles
We follow Jesus as Lord and Savior.
We pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and relationship with God.
We act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s love.
We listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys and sorrows.
We work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our community and the
world.
◘ We love to tell the story of Jesus and His love.
◘
◘
◘
◘
◘

PAGE 6

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Larry & Darlene Daniels—March 12

March 1—Dale Atkinson

Charlie & Jacque Davis—March 21

March 18—Leslie Leitner

Bruce & Gayle Gettman—March 29

March 22-Charlie Davis
March 26—Mary Sorenson

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!!

EXERCISE CLASSES @ OSLC!
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD-PEKIN
6:00—7:00 p.m. Tuesdays
6:00—7:00 p.m. Thursdays
►Come whenever you want
►Work at your own level
►Open to the public

☺
☺
☺

FUN!
FRIENDLY!
FREE!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

April 3, April 10—Midweek Lenten Services
Friday, April 12—Fish Fry @ Our Savior!
April 14—Palm Sunday
April 18—Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 PM
April 19—Good Friday Service, 7:00 PM
April 21—Easter Sunday

STRETCHING
STRENGTH TRAINING FOR ARMS & LEGS
AB & CORE WORKOUT
CARDIO (WITH OR W/O STEP)
Sundays
9:00 a.m.
Worship Service
10:15 a.m.
Sunday School

Please join us after service for
Adult Sunday School. We are
done by 11:15. We will meet in
the library and can move if our
group outgrows that space! All adults of the
church and visitors are welcome! .

“You don’t know how to pray? Put yourself in the presence of God, and as soon as you have said,
‘Lord, I don’t know how to pray!’ you can be sure you have already begun.”
—St. Josemaría Escrivá
from www.newsletternewsletter.com
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Bid for Mowing the Church Property
The Property Committee is exploring mowing options of the church property. The riding lawn mower is near
the end of its life span. The committee is seeking bids for this service. If no internal bids for the mowing are
received, we may seek external bids.
The committee is seeking two different bids:
(1) Bid to mow the front, sides, and the back property10 feet behind the church.
(2) Bid that includes the entire back property to be mowed when that grass exceeds 4 inches long.
The mowing of the property shall include the edging and sweeping/ blowing the grass from the sidewalk.
The mower shall assume the maintenance of the lawn mowers. The existing mowers in the shed may be
used. However, when the mowers no longer work, it will be the mower’s responsibility to use his own mower.
The mower shall provide the gasoline for the mowers.
Please provide the two different bids per mowing to the Property Committee by April 1.

CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO)
Our speaker on Sunday, Feb. 17 was Arlan Keyes from Christian Civic Outreach (CCO.) The building is
located at 515 S. Third St. The phone number is (309) 347-2639. He is at CCO every day. Mr. Keyes was
very informative about the many, many ways CCO helps the Tazewell/Mason area. Not only by giving
clothes, food, and cleaning supplies to those in need, but also school supplies (80+ kids); blankets (500);
strollers, high chairs, formula, purses, sheets, books, gift cards to Schnuck’s (to purchase meat, etc.); gas
cards; and layettes put together by a local church. They have an emergency fund for prescriptions, and FEMA
vouchers are available. They do some screening for low income families. There are a lot of homeless in Pekin.
They can help for a night or two with lodging, if the shelters are full. They make referrals to Tazewood Community Services. They give food to about 600 families and clothes to 3,000 people in a year.
It would be very helpful for them to have work clothes—scrubs, black shoes, white button down shirts, suits.
They are very grateful for the support from Pekin churches, and for the groups who organize fundraisers on
their behalf.
They do store off-season clothes.

Our month to donate food is APRIL.
The Biggest Need Now per Mr. Keyes —’Financial help; then food, then clothing.’
CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO)
♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items for CCO.
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always needed.
**CURRENT SPECIAL NEEDS:**
CRACKERS, SOUP, FRUIT, COATS, JEANS,
SOCKS & UNDERWEAR (MENS AND WOMENS)

From CCO: We appreciate anything that you can give to help the disadvantaged in our community. We also
welcome monetary contributions for our general operation fund, and also for our emergency help fund. We
also accept clothing in good condition. At the present time, we do not accept furniture because of transport
and storage problems.
NOTE: The CCO Board meets on the 3rd Monday of the month from 5:30—6:30 p.m. They would like a
representative from Our Savior to be on the Board. Please consider helping in this ministry.

Things to know about Our Savior Lutheran Church

Church Office: 346-2600
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2018 CHURCH COUNCIL—Contact Information
President

Dennis Eggemeyer

Outreach & Fellowship
Mutual Ministry

dle_61554@yahoo.com

Vice
President

Steve Gresham

Property
Memorials & Gifts

gramg95@comcast.net

Secretary

Melanie Fleming

Christian Education
Mutual Ministry

melaniefleming@comcast.net

Treasurer

Garold Burkholder

Finance & Stewardship

gburkholder21@comcast.net

Meri Arnold

Worship & Music

arnoldmeri15@gmail.com

Lee Sorenson

Outreach & Fellowship

Lee.sorenson75@gmail.com

Leslie Leitner

Worship & Music
Memorials & Gifts

leitner@grics.net

Leo Stiles

Property

lastiles1@gmail.com

Ron Garber

Worship & Music

Pastor Barnes

Pastor

barnes.stephen9@gmail.com

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS SCHEDULES
USHERS

LAY ASSISTANTS

March 3 Garold Burkholder

March 3 Tim Leitner
March 10 Melanie Fleming

March 10 Ron Garber & Steve Gresham

March 17 Meri Arnold

March 17 Mark McCarrell

March 24 Melanie Fleming

March 24 Dennis Eggemeyer

March 31 Meri Arnold

LAY READERS
March 3 Roberta Stiles
March 10 Larry Daniels
March 17 Sue Barger

Hospitality
Outreach
Proclamation
Education
Helping
Individuals
Live in
Love

March 31 Bruce Gettman

TELLERS
March 3 Dale & Nancy Atkinson
March 10 Steve & Barb Gresham
March 17 Leo & Roberta Stiles

March 24 Dennis Eggemeyer

March 24 Sharon Foss & Elsa Keas

March 31 Larry Daniels

March 31 Valerie Gettys & Tim Leitner

GREETERS
March 3 Bruce & Gayle Gettman

COMMUNION SET-UP & PARAMENT COLOR
March 3 Carol Guenther & Linda Tanner

White

March 10 Larry Daniels

March 10 Dave Sanders

Purple

March 17 Meri Arnold

March 17 (Intinction) Lee & Mary Sorenson

Purple

March 24 Ron Garber & Steve Gresham

March 24 Carol Guenther & Linda Tanner

Purple

March 31 Linda Tanner

March 31 Dave Sanders

Purple

The Hilltopper Newsletter
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH
2223 Sheridan Road
Pekin, IL 61554-2498
Phone: (309) 346-2600
Rev. Stephen D. Barnes—Pastor

Sundays—9:00 a.m. Worship Service
10:15 a.m. Sunday Church School
At Our Savior Lutheran, we offer a ‘unified’ worship service.
•

•
•
•
•

For music, we combine the music from the Organist and the FaithFull Worship
Band with our liturgy, hymns & songs, offertory, prelude, and more.
Each part of the service in some way contributes to the “conversation” we are
having with God.
The sermon is not the only medium for the word of God. We hear God speaking in
the readings, hymns, anthems, and the liturgy itself.
We also receive the body and blood of the living Word, Jesus Christ.
Worship provides us with opportunities to offer to God our praise, thanksgiving,
prayers and concerns.

Communion in the Lutheran Church is celebrated in the belief
that Christ is truly present and truly gives himself to us in, with,
and under the bread and wine. We cordially invite all baptized
Christians who commune in their own congregation
(regardless of denomination) to join us.

