Our Savior Lutheran Church
Worship Service
July 19, 2020
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
CALL TO WORSHIP (from Psalm 139)
O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away.
You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely.
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it.
Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee from your presence?
Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts.
See if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.
GATHERING HYMN – My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/My-Hope-Is-Built-on-Nothing-Less-135140.mp4

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the +Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Confession and Forgiveness
Gracious God, we thank you for making one human family of all the peoples of the earth and for
creating all the wonderful diversity of cultures.
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Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship and show us your presence in those
who differ most from us.
From the bondage of racism that denies the humanity of every human being and the prejudices within
us that deny the dignity of those who are oppressed, Lord set us free:
Lord, have mercy.
From racism that blinds oppressors to the destruction caused by the spirit and practice of racial
injustice, Christ set us free:
Christ, have mercy.
From the racism that will not recognize the work of your Spirit in other cultures: Lord set us free:
Lord, have mercy.
Forgive those of us who have been silent and apathetic in the face of racial intolerance and bigotry,
both overt and subtle, public and private.
And take away the arrogance and hatred that infect our hearts.
Break down the walls that separate us.
And help us to find that unity, that is the fruit of righteousness and will enable us to become
your beloved community.
Empower us to speak boldly for justice and truth and help us to deal with one another without hatred
or bitterness, working together with mutual forbearance and respect.
And work through our struggles and confusion to accomplish your purposes.
O God of unconditional love,
you who show no partiality in respect to people or nations, we have heard your good news of
great joy for all the people. We hear that good news, and in hearing, believe. We know that
your sanctuary is a house of worship for all people, with no regard for the color of our skin. As
we worship you, knit us into a people, a seamless garment of many colors. May we celebrate
our unity, made whole in our diversity. Forgive us for our inability to let our “old selves” die to
the world.
We acknowledge that we participate in structures that are inherently racist, and yet we so
often do nothing to remedy it. Show us we fail when we judge others according to the color of
their flesh.
God, who is rich in mercy, loves us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with
Christ. By grace we have been saved. In the name of +Jesus Christ, our sins are forgiven. Almighty
God strengthen us with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.
Amen.
GREETING
L: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE – Beloved, God’s Chosen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pCdGJNk7CO4
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your
Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
THE WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8
6Thus

says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I am the first and I am the
last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth
before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do
not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there
any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 86:11-17
11Teach

me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth; give me an undivided heart to revere your

name.
12I

give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, and I will glorify your name
forever.
13For

great is your steadfast love toward me; you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.

14O

God, the insolent rise up against me; a band of ruffians seeks my life, and they do not set
you before them.
15But

you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love
and faithfulness.
16Turn

to me and be gracious to me; give your strength to your servant; save the child of your
serving girl. 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put
to shame, because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25
12So

then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— 13for if
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body,
you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba!
Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
17and

if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him. 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the
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revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the
will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation
has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the
first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
24He

put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who
sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds
among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds
appeared as well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has
done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No;
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together
until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in
bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 36Then he left the crowds and went into the
house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”
37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the
good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as
the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man
will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and
they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Message – Tim Leitner, SAM
https://youtu.be/qyY2fJycTCk
Hymn of the Day – We Plough the Fields and Scatter (All Good Gifts)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ha628Pj_Rns
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead,
on the third day, he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
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he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Called into unity with one another and the whole creation, let us pray for all the world.
A brief silence
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son. Look with
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred that infect our hearts;
break down the walls that separate us; unites us in bonds of love; and, through our struggle and
confusion, work to accomplish your purposes on earth; so that, in your good time, every people and
nation may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Out of the darkness we cry to you, O God. Enable us to find in Christ the faith to trust your care even
in the midst of pain. Assure us that we do not walk alone through the valley of the shadow, but that
your light is leading us into life. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope. Where anxiety is infectious
and widening, grant peace and reassurance. Where impossibilities close every door and window,
grant imagination and resistance. Where distrust twists our thinking, grant healing and illumination.
Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams. Lord in your
mercy.
Hear our prayer.
O God, call us into a deeper relationship to be your church for the sake of the world. Help us to see
with new eyes the injustices within church and society. Call us to have a loving heart that respects
and uplifts the humanity and dignity of every person; open our ears to listen to and learn from the
experiences of people of color. Open our mouths to speak up and about injustices. Join us with
others to work for racial equity and inclusion for all people. Lord in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.
O God, you bring all people to yourself. We give thanks for the holy people who have gone before us.
Sustain us in your mission until the day you bear us up to join those heavenly saints. Lord in your
mercy.
Hear our prayer.
Receive these prayer, O God, and those too deep for words, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.
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Offering Prayer
God of goodness and growth, all creation is yours, and your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
Water and word, wine and bread; these are signs of your abundant grace. Nourish us through these
gifts, that we might proclaim your steadfast love in our communities and in the world, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord and our Savior. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth, as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Blessing
Neither death, nor life, not angels, nor rulers, nor things present, not things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus.
God, the creator, +Jesus, the Christ, and the Holy Spirit, the comforter,
bless you and keep you in eternal love.
Amen.
SENDING HYMN – Let us Build a House
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gKJgcv8SdnQ

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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