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Sunday Worship 
Service 9:00 a.m. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD 

PEKIN, IL 61554        (309) 346-2600 
 
 

Pastor: Rev. Stephen Barnes 
Email: barnes.stephen9@gmail.com 

  
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
                        9:30 am— 3:30 p.m. 

Pastor’s office hours are subject to change—
please call ahead 

 

Church email: oslcpekin1@gmail.com 
Website: www.oslchopeonthehill.org 

 

Secretary: Gerry Reynolds 
Office Hours: Mon.—Fri. 9-12 

 

Hilltopper Editor:  
Leslie Leitner 

Email: leitner@grics.net 

PASTOR’S PAGE 
 

Dear Our Savior Family; 
 In the world where Turtle Pond exists and Zebedee, old 
beyond knowing, lives, the turtles are busy preparing for fall.  
Timothy and Tessa the “Tall Timber Turtles” are climbing the   
Apple Trees behind Turtle Creek Lutheran Church for the big Fall 
Festival.  Maple Tree Mud Flats has the maple leaves being 
crunched so the turtles can muddy-up and clean their shells.    
Cattail Cove is beginning to have the clipping of the cattails to  
replenish the turtle beds for winter.  It is a joyful atmosphere!  It is 
a time of change but also filled with expectation as the air begins 
to have that fall crisp feel and smell. 
 All of this reminded me of St. Paul in Romans 14:5-6 
“Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge 
all days to be alike.  Let all be fully convinced in their own minds.  
Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord.” 
At Our Savior Lutheran, fall brings many changes and with joy 
and expectation we look to each day and live it in honor of the 
Lord!   
 We will be celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the      
Reformation with 3 events.  August 27 we will view the video of 
“Luther and the Reformation” with Rick Steves.  Steves will travel 
the footsteps of Martin Luther and share the story that led to the 
Reformation.  September 24 we will begin a Bible Study called “By 
Heart” looking at Luther’s Small Catechism.  October 29 will be 
our Worship Celebration of the Reformation with instruments and 
new banners! 
 September 17 will be our Rally Sunday and we will once 
again have “Puppets for Jesus” with us!  Then each month there 
will be a special presentation for our “All Sunday School” time. 
At Turtle Pond, during the fall of year it is so exciting, they invite 
friends to come and share in the joy they all experience.   
 Together let us celebrate and give honor to God for each 
day and invite others to our life and worship!  As Philip said to 
Nathanial…”Come and See,” as invitation to know Jesus.  This is 
happening at Turtle Pond and I know it will happen at Our Savior 
Lutheran! 
 I’m looking forward to sharing the hope and joy of Fall 
with you all. 

Peace, 
 
 
 
Pastor Stephen D. Barnes 

August 2017 
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HOPE ON THE HILL 
Hospitality Outreach Proclamation Education    Helping Individuals Live in Love 

We would like to add to those 
people willing to serve as a Lay 
Assistant. If you are interested, 

please speak with Pastor 
Barnes or Tim Leitner. 

The Mary Martha Circle will not meet 

during the summer months. 

The next scheduled meeting will be in  

September 2017. 

All women of Our Savior are welcome. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry group will 
not be meeting during the summer. 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group is creating 
lap covers and Prayer Shawls for Pastor 

Barnes to take to those in need of comfort. 
Questions? Contact Darlene Daniels. 

We’ll be singing your 
selections this month! SUPPER OUT FOR OSLC IN AUGUST! 

The next supper out for Our Savior will on be  
Sunday, August 13 at 6:00 p.m. We will be going 
to the Granite City restaurant in East Peoria,   
230 Conference center Drive. A sign-up sheet is 
posted on the bulletin board. 

The annual Leadership Retreat will be 
held at Our Savior on Saturday, 

August 26, from 
7:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. 

On Sunday, August 27 we will view the video of “Luther and the 
Reformation” with Rick Steves. Steves will travel the footsteps of 

Martin Luther and share the story that led to the Reformation.  
 

FROM THE ELCA WEBSITE: “Rick Steves’ “Luther and the            
Reformation” is a wonderful resource for all of us – pastors and lay    
people alike – to better understand our Lutheran roots and help us in our 
continued journey of understanding the Gospel.  
 

Thank you to Rick Steves for generously giving all members of the ELCA 
access to “Luther and the Reformation.” “ 
 

Elizabeth Eaton 
Presiding Bishop  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America  

About Rick Steves: 
Rick Steves is an 

American author and 
television personality 
focusing on European 
travel. He is the host of 

the American Public 
Television series Rick 
Steves' Europe, has a 

public radio travel show 
called Travel with Rick 

Steves, and has  
authored numerous 

travel guides.  

Many thanks to our mowers this summer, and especially 
to Nick Fleming for signing up for the month of August! 
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  Did You Know That…?? 
         July 13, 2017 
DID YOU KNOW THAT..... 
 

• offerings are still being remitted for this year’s Pedal for a Purpose for Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI)?  
As of July 10

th
, we have received $57,243.52 for LSSI’s “Prisoner and Family Ministry” and “Children’s Community 

Services” programs. We have surpassed our goal by 14.5%. Thank you for your generous support! 

• your congregation can get 20 free books from Augsburg Fortress for hosting a Reformation 500 Bookstore at your 
church? Contact bookstore@augsburgfortress.org for details and to sign up by August 15, 2017. 

†   †   †   †   †   †   † 

• the ELCA Church Council will receive a proposed social message on human rights at its November 2017 meeting? 
To read a copy of the draft and to provide input to online questions, visit www.ELCA.org/socialmessages. Please 
respond by August 31, 2017. 

• the Women and Justice: One in Christ Task Force is preparing a draft of a social statement on gender justice this 
fall? Congregational members may respond to the draft by visiting www.ELCA.org/womenandjustice? Please      
respond by August 31, 2017. 

†   †   †   †   †   †   † 

• there are currently 15 two-point parishes with the Central/Southern Illinois Synod and one two-point parish that is 
shared with the Southeastern Iowa Synod? In addition, there are 14 congregations that share their ministry through 
a geographical parish. Nearly 36% of all synod congregations are involved in shared ministry with another            
congregation. 

• you can visit www.ELCA.org/Resources to find a plethora of free downloadable resources that your congregation 
can use? Resources are organized alphabetically by topic and there are more than 57 topics, including:               
Congregational Based Organizing; Global Mission; Legal; Mission Planning; Stewardship; Worship; and Youth     
Ministry, to name a few. 

†   †   †   †   †   †   † 

• according to a 2016 study, the ELCA anticipates that from 2016 to 2019, there will be 842 persons ordained? At the 
same time, the ELCA anticipates that 1,711 pastors will retire. 

• the ELCA Archives in Chicago collects congregational histories, special bulletins, biographical information,           
photographs, positive reference copies of congregational records on microfilm and for storage, original camera      
negatives? Other items are accepted on a selective basis. Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, IA serves as the Region 5 
archival center. 

†   †   †   †   †   †   † 
 

For more information about the ELCA, visit www.elca.org 
For more information about the Central/Southern Illinois Synod, visit www.csis-elca.org 
 Pastor Bob Dealey 
 Coordinator of Communications and Networking 
 Central-Southern Illinois Synod 

The Log in Your Eye This humorous illustration of how not to get along at college also demonstrates Jesus’ teaching in 
Matthew 7:3-5.  
A young man from Scotland went to study at an English university. A month into the school year, his mother visited and 
asked how he liked living in the dorm. “It’s awful!” he exclaimed. “The fellow in the room next door bangs his head on 
the wall constantly, and the one on the other side screams all day.” “How do you stand it?” his mother asked in         
amazement. “Oh, I ignore them,” her son replied. “I just sit here quietly, playing my bagpipes.” 
 

Curious about the scriptural reference:? This was the first version that Oremus Bible Browser showed: 
 

Matthew 7:3-5 NRSV (Anglicized Edition): Why do you see the speck in your neighbour’s eye, but do not notice the 
log in your own eye? Or how can you say to your neighbour, “Let me take the speck out of your eye”, while the log is in 
your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out 
of your neighbour’s eye. 
 

And this is NRSV: 
Matthew 7:3-5 NRSV: Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?  
Or how can you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in your own eye?        
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your       
neighbor’s eye.  

from www.newsletternewsletter.com 

mailto:bookstore@augsburgfortress.org
http://www.ELCA.org/socialmessages
http://www.ELCA.org/womenandjustice
http://www.ELCA.org/Resources
http://www.elca.org
http://www.csis-elca.org
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Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement 
 

 We spread God’s word – joining with Jesus to heal our broken world. 
 

 
Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles 
 
◘ We follow Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
◘ We pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and relationship with God. 
◘ We act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s love. 
◘ We listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys and sorrows. 
◘ We work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our  community 

and the world. 
◘ We love to tell the story of Jesus and His love. 

August 6 —— 

August 13 Sharon Foss in Memory of Marvin Foss 

August 20 Bill & Melanie Fleming—38th Wedding Anniversary 

August 27 Leo & Roberta Stiles—Grandson Kendall’s 4th Birthday 

  

REMINDER: When you take your flowers home, please leave the green plastic insert in the wooden 

vase. The inserts are used by The Greenhouse to transport our flowers, and are very costly to           

replace. 

To sign up for flowers on the altar for a specific Sunday, please fill out the flower chart by the front 

entrance or call the church office. 

To pay for your week The price for weekly flowers is $25.00. Please place your check for $25.00 in the 

offering plate, or mail it to Our Savior. Thank you. 

FLOWER CHART FOR AUGUST 

Center for Prevention of Abuse— **UPDATED LIST OF NEEDS** 
 

The women & children who seek shelter and safety at House of Hope appreciate your support. 
There is a collection crate by the coat rack for House of Hope.  

 

A list of current needs is posted in the Gathering Room and near the church office. 
 

 Special needs RIGHT NOW include: cereal, canned fruit, bottled juice, 
peanut butter, can tuna, can soups, sugar, coffee, pancake mix, syrup 

 

 Towels, washcloths   Pillows 
 Laundry detergent and dish soap   Twin sheets, blankets, comforters 
 Coffeemaker      Shower curtain, curtain holders 
 Kitchen towels      Diapers-all sizes 
 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated! If you have any questions or would like to make a monetary 
donation, please contact (309) 353-7512 or (309) 691-0551. 
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  Prayer Concerns 
 

Jeff Saville (friend of the Dralles, diagnosed with lymphoma, 
to begin treatment soon) 
Gus (health concerns—Sue Barger’s father) 
Caleb (personal problems, Mike & Sue Barger’s nephew 
Doris Voller  
Craig Brooks 
Chad Wahl 
Cheryl, Alan, and Mitchell 
Ruth Roach (health issues) 
Don & Jean Heyen (in-laws of Ruth Roach, both have       
serious health problems 
Nancy Lietz (mother-in-law of Anne Dralle Lietz—multiple 
myeloma treatment) 
Darlene Smith (friend of Lillian Pinkston—serious health 
concerns) 
Jamie Fitzgerald (Elsa Keas’ granddaughter, thyroid  cancer 
treatment) 
Ryan (guidance and protection) 
Those who are traveling this summer 
 

(Contact Gerry with any additions, deletions, corrections or updates) 

We also continue to pray for our college 
student, Emily Foss (Bradley University); 

and those in the Military:  
Petty Officer 1st Class Josh Barger  

(Navy, San Diego, CA) 
Nick Marzinzik (Air Force Reserves, Mike 

& Sue Barger’s nephew) 
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN,            

 Helicopter Pilot (Doris Voller)  

Did you know...There is a Master  
Calendar on the wall in the office ? If 
you have any events or meetings 
which need to be noted in the bulletin 
or the Hilltopper, please be sure you 
post them onto the Master Calendar  
as soon as possible. 

Don’t forget to visit our website! 
 

http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/ 
 

If you’d like to see the Hilltopper in full 
color, take a look at it on our website!! 

 We try to stay   
current with your prayer 
concerns. Prayer requests 
will be listed in the       
bulletin/Hilltopper for 4 

weeks. Requests may be repeated if 
desired. If you wish to update a prayer 
or to continue it, just fill out the form 
that is in the pew.  
 New prayer concerns may be 
added at any time. For any prayer    
request or update, you may also contact 
the church office by phone or email. 

Prayer Chain at Our Savior 
An email will be sent to all members when a prayer 
request is received. A group email can reach a large 
number of members quickly.  Members without an 
email address may ask that they be called when a 

prayer request is sent out. 

Our Savior has received a thank you note from Sandy Brooks: 
 

Hi Everyone! Hope you are all doing well, we miss you! 
Please let people know how much we appreciate Craig’s notes, 
cards, etc. You are the BEST!!! 
 
Our Love, Bud, Sandy, & Craig 

Prayer from the July 16 Blessing of  
Children’s Quilts for the Carol House of Hope 

 

   May God’s grace be upon these “children’s quilts”, 
warming, comforting, enfolding and embracing. May 
this mantle be a safe haven for each child. 
 

   A sacred place of security and well-
being...sustaining and embracing in good times 
as well as difficult ones.  
 

   May the children who receive these quilts be     
cradled in hope, kept in joy, graced with peace, and 
wrapped in love. 
 

   Blessed Be! 

If you have a ministry need,  
you may wish to call the 

church office: 
 

(309) 346-2600 

http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/


AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 

August 7—Rachael (Massey) & Mike Wyman 

August 8—Leo & Roberta Stiles 

August 18—Bill & Melanie Fleming 

August 20—David & Sonja Sanders 

August 28—James & Mary Kay Johnson 
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SEPTEMBER HILLTOPPER INFORMATION 
 

Please send articles, updates, news, etc. for the  
September Hilltopper by Sunday, August 20. 

 

Email Leslie or Gerry with committee information, news, 
events, updates, etc. at leitner@grics.net (Leslie) or   
Gerry at oslcpekin1@gmail.com, or put articles in the 

Hilltopper mailbox in the Library.  Thank you!  

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

August 13—Virginia Duttarer  

August 23—Michelle Eggemeyer  

  

  

  

  

  

EXERCISE CLASSES @ OSLC! 
 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD-PEKIN 

 

6:00—7:00 p.m. Tuesdays 
 

 6:00—7:00 p.m. Thursdays 
 

►Come whenever you want 
►Work at your own level 
►Open to the public 

 
 
 
 

STRETCHING 

STRENGTH TRAINING FOR ARMS & LEGS 

AB & CORE WORKOUT 

CARDIO (WITH OR W/O STEP) 

☺FUN! 
☺FRIENDLY! 
☺FREE! 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!! 

• Sunday, September 17: Puppets for Jesus 
& Rally Day Coffee Fellowship hosted by 
Christian Education Committee 

• Sunday, September 24, 10:15 a.m.: Sunday 
School Classes resume 

• Sunday, September 24, 6:00 p.m.: Ice 
Cream Social with music from the ‘40s 

Please join us after service beginning on 
September 24 for Adult Sunday School. 
We are done by 11:00-11:15.  We will 
meet in the library and can move if our 
group outgrows that space!  All adults of 
the church or visitors are welcome! 

Sundays 
 

9:00 a.m.  
Worship Service 

 
Sunday School  

classes resume on 
September 17. 
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CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO) 

♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items for CCO.  
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always needed.  

 

**SPECIAL NEEDS: SWIMSUITS, SOCKS AND UNDERWEAR, 
PAPER PRODUCTS, PRODUCE, CANNED MEAT, CEREAL** 

They served 248 clients in May 2017 
 

From CCO: We appreciate anything that you can give to help the disadvantaged in our community. We also 
welcome monetary contributions for our general operation fund, and also for our emergency help fund. We 
also accept clothing in good condition. At the present time, we do not accept furniture because of transport 
and storage problems. 
 

NOTE: The CCO Board meets on the 3rd Monday of the month from 5:30—6:30 p.m. They would like a  
representative from Our Savior to be on the Board. Please consider helping in this ministry. 
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LAY ASSISTANTS 

August 6 Melanie Fleming 

August 13 Assistant needed 

August 20 Melanie Fleming 

August 27 Melanie Fleming 

  

GREETERS 

August 6 Roberta Stiles 

August 13 Larry Daniels 

August 20 Jacque Davis 

August 27 Greeters needed 

  

LAY READERS 

August 6 Roberta Stiles 

August 13 Sue Barger 

August 20 Roberta Stiles 

August 27 Dennis Eggemeyer 

  

USHERS 

August 6 Garold Burkholder 

August 13 Ken Wehr 

August 20 Ron Garber 

August 27 Dennis Eggemeyer 

  

TELLERS 

August 6 Leo & Roberta Stiles 

August 13 Steve & Barb Gresham 

August 20 Sharon Foss & Elsa Keas 

August 27 Tim Leitner & Ken Wehr 

  

COMMUNION SET-UP & PARAMENT COLOR 

August 6 Dave Sanders Green 

August 13 Carol Guenther & Lillian Pinkston Green 

August 20 Lee & Mary Sorenson Green 

August 27 Carol Guenther & Lillian Pinkston Green 

   

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL—Contact Information 

President Lee Sorenson 
Outreach & Fellowship 
Mutual Ministry 

Lee.sorenson75@gmail.com 

Vice  
President 

Steve Gresham 
Property 
Memorials & Gifts 

gramg95@comcast.net 

Secretary Sharon Foss 
Christian Education 
Finance & Stewardship 

slfoss35@gmail.com 

Treasurer Garold Burkholder Finance & Stewardship gburkholder21@comcast.net 

 Melanie Fleming 
Christian Education 
Mutual Ministry 

melaniefleming@comcast.net 

 Dennis Eggemeyer Outreach & Fellowship dle_61554@yahoo.com 

 Larry Daniels Outreach & Fellowship lawrencedaniels@centurytel.net 

 Leo Stiles Property lastiles1@gmail.com 

 Ron Garber Worship & Music  

 Pastor Barnes Pastor barnes.stephen9@gmail.com 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS SCHEDULES 
Please switch with someone as needed and notify Gerry so the Bulletin will be correct. 

 

Hospitality 
Outreach 
Proclamation 
Education 
 
Helping 
Individuals 
Live in 
Love 



Communion in the Lutheran Church is celebrated in the belief 
that Christ is truly present and truly gives himself to us in, with, 
and under the bread and wine. We cordially invite all baptized 
Christians who commune in their own congregation 
(regardless of denomination) to join us. 

The Hilltopper Newsletter 
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2223 Sheridan Road 
Pekin, IL  61554-2498 
Phone: (309) 346-2600 

Rev. Stephen D. Barnes—Pastor 

At Our Savior Lutheran, we offer a ‘unified’ worship service. 
 

• For music, we combine the music from the Organist and the FaithFull Worship 
Band with our liturgy, hymns & songs, offertory, prelude, and more. 

• Each part of the service in some way contributes to the “conversation” we are    
having with God. 

• The sermon is not the only medium for the word of God. We hear God speaking in 
the readings, hymns, anthems, and the liturgy itself.  

• We also receive the body and blood of the living Word, Jesus Christ. 
• Worship provides us with opportunities to offer to God our praise, thanksgiving, 

prayers and concerns. 

Sundays—9:00 a.m. Worship Service 


