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Sunday Worship 
Service 9:00 a.m. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD 

PEKIN, IL 61554        (309) 346-2600 
 

Pastor: Rev. Stephen Barnes 
Email: barnes.stephen9@gmail.com 

  
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
                        9:30 am— 3:30 p.m. 

Pastor’s office hours are subject to change—
please call ahead 

 

Church email: oslcpekin1@gmail.com 
Website: www.oslchopeonthehill.org 

 

Secretary: Gerry Reynolds 
Office Hours: Mon.—Fri. 9-12 

 

Hilltopper Editor:  
Leslie Leitner 

Email: leitner@grics.net 

PASTOR’S PAGE 
Dear Our Savior Family; 
     Back from my “up north” vacation…had a great time and caught a 
good number of fish…never as much as Gene Massey!  But, I must say 
the “lure” he gave me worked really well. No, no not enough to feed the 
whole congregation, but the Barnes’ will have a family fish fry! 
     Many cool and sunny days with the water gently lapping against my 
boat as I cast my lures into the water, it made me think…each time I 
make my cast and the lure goes “plop,” and I start reeling in, what do I 
expect? Of course, you should expect to catch a fish with each cast, 
right?! But I would tell you that as I watched the eagles soaring        
overhead or the loons calling to each other, I have missed that sharp tug 
that says…I had a bite! I didn’t “set the hook,” because I wasn’t “set.”  
In that setting, don’t feel too bad for me as I soaked up the beauty of the 
north woods. 
     As I considered my fishing and expectations to “catch” with each 
cast…I also wondered, what are our expectations as we relate to each 
other and God working through us? Are you “set” with each “cast” to see 
what God may be doing through you? Interesting isn’t it that Jesus says: 
“Come and I will make you fishers of people.” This all crossed my mind 
during my morning devotions of June 6 and 7. (Before I got in my boat!) 
     In 2 Corinthians chapter 5, St. Paul reminds us that we have the     
ministry of reconciliation. Vs 18 “All this is from God, who reconciled 
us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconcilia-
tion; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them and entrusting the message of  
reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is  
making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be  
reconciled to God.” As “fishers of people,” we should expect each “cast” 
to be fruitful. God is working through us not just when we are ready, but 
all the time. Yet, as I often am up north, we can become distracted. 
     God has stirred up the waters and desires us to share the gift of       
reconciliation, share the grace and forgiveness we first received in Jesus.  
The waters are fruitful. Isa. 55 “Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the 
waters; and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!” Fishing is  
connecting, fishing is being ready for the surprises we will find face to 
face with others. 
     Did I stop casting after one or two casts saying…“well, probably no 
fish today, might as well head for shore.” No, my expectation was to 
keep trying, find another spot, locate a nice “weed bed” where the fish 
might be. Why…because there was/is always the possibility…the next 
cast, I better be ready.  It shouldn’t be any different as God by His Spirit, 
works through you. You have the ministry of reconciliation to make 
known acceptance and grace and forgiveness for others. One writer 
wrote: “I would argue that the blessing of forgiveness is showered upon 
us more than any other blessing, because we sin daily. When we are    
hesitant to forgive or when we withhold forgiveness, the blessing stops 
with us. This cannot be.” 
     You may not fish on a lake or pond, but we all have the ministry of 
reconciliation. Don’t stop casting and always be ready, for God IS    
working through you. 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Stephen D. Barnes 

July 2017 
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HOPE ON THE HILL 
Hospitality Outreach Proclamation Education    Helping Individuals Live in Love 

At the 2017 Central/Southern Synod Assembly, Bishop John Roth was re-elected as bishop. 
Pastor & Judy Barnes and Tim Leitner attended the Synod Assembly. 

Christian Civic Outreach (CCO) continues to be 
in desperate need of new Board Members. CCO 

meets 10 times a year from 5:30—6:30 (no meeting 
in July and December), and one annual fundraising 

event at the Marigold Festival.  
Please consider joining us at our next meeting on 

Monday, June 19, at 5:30 p.m. 
Current churches on the board are: First 

Presbyterian, Normandale Reformed, Grace United 
Methodist, Congregational UCC, First Christian 

Church, and Trinity Lutheran.  

HELP NEEDED: We would 
like to add to those people 
willing to serve as a Lay     
Assistant. If you are interested, 
please speak with Pastor 
Barnes or Tim Leitner. From Outreach & Fellowship Committee: 

 
“A lake cookout at the Flemings 
is scheduled for Wednesday, July 19.” 
 
Keep an eye out for further details!! 

The Mary Martha Circle will not meet 

during the summer months. 

The next scheduled meeting will be in  

September 2017. 

All women of Our Savior are welcome. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry group will 
not be meeting during the summer. 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group is creating 
lap covers and Prayer Shawls for Pastor 

Barnes to take to those in need of comfort. 
Questions? Contact Darlene Daniels. 

Retention of Records Committee Update: 
 
On Monday evening June 12, 22 boxes of records 
were moved from the attic to the Lounge room in 
the Parish Hall, where members of the committee 
will sort through them to determine which records 
need to be kept and which can be disposed of.    
Persons participating in the move, which took less 
than an hour, were Tim & Leslie Leitner,              
Nick Fleming, and Garold Burkholder. 

In June & July,  write your favorite hymn or song title, and what 
number it is in the ELW or the Worship & Praise Songbook, 

on the poster on the bulletin board in the Gathering Room. 
 

OR:  
 

Write it on a blue pew card and put it in the offering plate. 
 

We’ll be singing your selections on Sundays in August!! 

Christian Symbol—Sparrow  
 
Birds in general symbolize God’s 
presence. Sparrows represent God’s 
concern and care even for those 

thought insignificant. In Jesus’ words, “Are not 
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground outside your     
Father’s care. … So don’t be afraid; you are 
worth more than many sparrows”  

(Matthew 10:29, 31, NIV).  
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??...Did you know that…?? 
June 16, 2017 

 

DID YOU KNOW THAT..... 
 

• Because of you, we surpassed this year’s Pedal for a Purpose goal of $50,000? As of June 14, 2017, we had       
received slightly more than $51,000 in offerings to support the work of Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. Our goal 
was $50,000. Thank you for your generous support! 

• During the month of April, folks from the Central/Southern Illinois Synod contributed the following amounts to the 
Campaign for the ELCA:  $19,829 to Hunger/Poverty; $3,956 to the Global Church; and $500 to Where Needed 
Most? Thank you for your continued generous support. 

 

†   †   †   †  †   †   †    
 

• Two new parishes have recently been developed in our synod? The Three Saints Parish, which consists of           
St. Mark, Chillicothe; St. John’s, Lacon; and St. Timothy, Wyoming called its first pastor (Rev. Linda Strader) in March. 
The three pastors (Rev. Jim Davis; Rev. Ed Hudelson; and Rev. Kurt Hoover) of the newly formed Servants United     
Parish were installed in March. Servants United Parish congregations include:  St. John, Anchor; Trinity, Chenoa;     
Community, Cornell; St. Peter, Dwight; American, Gibson City; and St. John, Sibley. 

•Augsburg Fortress is sponsoring a free Music Clinic at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 205 N. Prospect Ave., Park Ridge, 
IL, July 31-August 1, 2017?  David Cherwein and Mark Sedio are the featured presenters. Visit 
www.augsburgfortress.org and click on the Choral Music tab for registration information. 

 

†   †   †   †  †   †   †    
 

• From June 1, 2016-May 31, 2017, our synod welcomed two newly ordained pastors and received five pastors from 
other synods?  During the same time, eight pastors within our synod retired and nine pastors transferred to other         
synods. 

• The special offering received at this year’s synod assembly to support the work of our two companion synods in 
Madagascar was $6,515.63? Thank you for your support of our companion synods. 

 

†   †   †   †  †   †   †    
 

The ELCA is accepting applications its’ 2017 ELCA Hunger Advocacy Fellowship Program? This year-long program 
transformative experience combines leadership development and faith formation with impactful advocacy. Sites include: 
Lutheran Advocacy in Minnesota; Texas interfaith Center for Public Policy, and the Virginia Interfaith. For details, visit 
www.ELCA.org/careers. 

 

†   †   †   †  †   †   †    
 

For more information about the ELCA, visit www.elca.org 
For more information about the Central/Southern Illinois Synod, visit www.csis-elca.org 

 
Pastor Bob Dealey 
Coordinator of Communications and Networking 
Central/Southern Illinois Synod / ELCA 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is 

also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds 

sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God 

promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we 

may bear fruit in the world. 

 

—from Sundays and Seasons, Time after Pentecost-Summer. 

http://www.augsburgfortress.org
http://www.ELCA.org/careers
http://www.elca.org
http://www.csis-elca.org
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Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement 
 

 We spread God’s word – joining with Jesus to heal our broken world. 
 

 
Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles 
 
◘ We follow Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
◘ We pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and relationship with God. 
◘ We act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s love. 
◘ We listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys and sorrows. 
◘ We work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our  community 

and the world. 
◘ We love to tell the story of Jesus and His love. 

July 2 The McCarrells—Chris’s Birthday 

July 9 Tim & Leslie Leitner—Nathan’s 30th birthday 

July 16 Mike & Sue Barger—Jared, Josh, & Ame’s birthdays 

July 23 The Flemings—Nick’s Birthday 

July 30 The Greshams—Anniversary 

REMINDER: When you take your flowers home, please leave the green plastic insert in the wooden 

vase. The inserts are used by The Greenhouse to transport our flowers, and are very costly to           

replace. 

To sign up for flowers on the altar for a specific Sunday, please fill out the flower chart by the front 

entrance or call the church office. 

To pay for your week The price for weekly flowers is $25.00. Please place your check for $25.00 in the 

offering plate, or mail it to Our Savior. Thank you. 

FLOWER CHART FOR JULY 

Center for Prevention of Abuse— **UPDATED LIST OF NEEDS** 
 

The women & children who seek shelter and safety at House of Hope appreciate your support. 
There is a collection crate by the coat rack for House of Hope.  

 

A list of current needs is posted in the Gathering Room and near the church office. 
 

 Special needs RIGHT NOW include: cereal, canned fruit, bottled juice, 
peanut butter, can tuna, can soups, sugar, coffee, pancake mix, syrup 

 

 Towels, washcloths   Pillows 
 Laundry detergent and dish soap   Twin sheets, blankets, comforters 
 Coffeemaker      Shower curtain, curtain holders 
 Kitchen towels      Diapers-all sizes 
 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated! If you have any questions or would like to make a monetary 
donation, please contact (309) 353-7512 or (309) 691-0551. 
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  Prayer Concerns 
 

Gus (health concerns—Sue Barger’s father) 
Caleb (personal problems, Mike & Sue Barger’s nephew 
Susan Foss (recovering from hip surgery) 
Jim Johnson (recovering from broken hip) 
Doris Voller (recovering from broken shoulder) 
Craig Brooks 
Chad Wahl 
Cheryl, Alan, and Mitchell 
Ruth Roach (health issues) 
Don & Jean Heyen (in-laws of Ruth Roach, both have       
serious health problems 
Nancy Lietz (mother-in-law of Anne Dralle Lietz—multiple 
myeloma treatment) 
Darlene Smith (friend of Lillian Pinkston—serious health 
concerns) 
Jamie Fitzgerald (Elsa Keas’ granddaughter, thyroid  cancer 
treatment) 
Ryan (guidance and protection) 
Jacque Davis (health concerns) 
Those who are traveling this summer 
 

(Contact Gerry with any additions, deletions, corrections or updates) 

We also continue to pray for our college 
student, Emily Foss (Bradley University); 

and those in the Military:  
Petty Officer 1st Class Josh Barger  

(Navy, San Diego, CA) 
Nick Marzinzik (Air Force Reserves, Mike 

& Sue Barger’s nephew) 
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN,            

 Helicopter Pilot (Doris Voller)  

Did you know...There is a Master  
Calendar on the wall in the office ? If 
you have any events or meetings 
which need to be noted in the bulletin 
or the Hilltopper, please be sure you 
post them onto the Master Calendar  
as soon as possible. 

Don’t forget to visit our website! 
 

http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/ 

 We try to stay   
current with your prayer 
concerns. Prayer requests 
will be listed in the       
bulletin/Hilltopper for 4 

weeks. Requests may be repeated if 
desired. If you wish to update a prayer 
or to continue it, just fill out the form 
that is in the pew.  
 New prayer concerns may be 
added at any time. For any prayer    
request or update, you may also contact 
the church office by phone or email. 

Prayer Chain at Our Savior 
An email will be sent to all members when a prayer 
request is received. A group email can reach a large 
number of members quickly.  Members without an 
email address may ask that they be called when a 

prayer request is sent out. 

If you’d like to see 
the Hilltopper in full 
color, take a look at it 

on our website!! 
 

If you have a ministry need,  
you may wish to call the 

church office: 
 

(309) 346-2600 

http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/


JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

July 13—Wes & Amanda 
(Eggemeyer) Johnson 

July 27—Steve & Barb Gresham 
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AUGUST HILLTOPPER INFORMATION 
 

Please send articles, updates, news, etc. for the  
August Hilltopper by Sunday, July 30. 

 

NOTE: THE AUGUST HILLTOPPER WILL BE AVAILBLE  
FOR YOU ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 6 

 

Email Leslie or Gerry with committee information, news, 
events, updates, etc. at leitner@grics.net (Leslie) or   
Gerry at oslcpekin1@gmail.com, or put articles in the 

Hilltopper mailbox in the Library.  Thank you!  

JULY BIRTHDAYS 

July 1—Chris McCarrell July 11-Darren Foss 

July 1—Gene Massey July 11—Gregory Scoville 

July 5—Jared Barger July 15—Scott Massey 

July 6—Josh Barger July 22—Dennis Scoville 

July 6—Nathan Leitner July 24—Nick Fleming 

July 7—Sandy Brooks July 27—Marilyn Whittington 

July 8—Ada Dralle July 31—Meri Arnold 

EXERCISE CLASSES @ OSLC! 
 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD-PEKIN 

 

6:00—7:00 p.m. Tuesdays 
 

 6:00—7:00 p.m. Thursdays 
 

►Come whenever you want 
►Work at your own level 
►Open to the public 

 
 
 
 

STRETCHING 

STRENGTH TRAINING FOR ARMS & LEGS 

AB & CORE WORKOUT 

CARDIO (WITH OR W/O STEP) 

☺FUN! 
☺FRIENDLY! 
☺FREE! 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!! 

• Sundays in August: We’ll be singing       
favorite hymns/songs picked by you! 

• Sunday, August 13: Supper Out at Granite 
City, East Peoria, 6:00 PM 

• Saturday, August 26: Leadership Retreat 

Please join us after service next fall, on 
most Sundays, for Adult Sunday School. 
We are done by 11:00-11:15.  We will 
meet in the library and can move if our 
group outgrows that space!  All adults of 
the church or visitors are welcome! 

Sundays 
 

9:00 a.m.  
Worship Service 

 
Sunday School  

classes resume on 
September 17. 

“May we think of freedom not as the right 
to do as we please but as the opportunity 
to do what is right.”  
—Peter Marshall  
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CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO) 

♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items for CCO.  
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always needed.  

 

**SPECIAL NEEDS: SHORTS, SHOES AND SOCKS** 
They served 203 clients in April 2017 

 
 

From CCO: We appreciate anything that you can give to help the disadvantaged in our 
community. We also welcome monetary contributions for our general operation fund, and 
also for our emergency help fund. We also accept clothing in good condition. At the present 
time, we do not accept furniture because of transport and storage problems. 
 

NOTE: The CCO Board meets on the 3rd Monday of the month from 5:30—6:30 p.m. They 
would like a representative from Our Savior to be on the Board. Please consider helping in 
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LAY ASSISTANTS 

July 2 Melanie Fleming 

July 9 Chris McCarrell 

July 16 Melanie Fleming 

July 23 Chris McCarrell 

July 30 Assistant Needed 

GREETERS 

July 2 Larry Daniels 

July 9 Melanie & Lily Fleming 

July 16 Jacque Davis 

July 23 Ron Garber 

July 30 Meri Arnold 

LAY READERS 

July 2 Roberta Stiles 

July 9 Sue Barger 

July 16 Larry Daniels 

July 23 Dennis Eggemeyer 

July 30 Roberta Stiles 

USHERS 

July 2 Dennis Eggemeyer 

July 9 Garold Burkholder 

July 16 Ken Wehr 

July 23 Mark McCarrell 

July 30 Ron Garber 

TELLERS 

July 2 Tim Leitner & Ken Wehr 

July 9 Leo & Roberta Stiles 

July 16 Steve & Barb Gresham 

July 23 Sharon Foss & Elsa Keas 

July 30 Tellers Needed 

COMMUNION SET-UP & PARAMENT COLOR 

July 2 Dave Sanders Green 

July 9 Lee & Mary Sorenson Green 

July 16 Dave Sanders Green 

July 23 Carol Guenther & Lillian Pinkston Green 

July 30 Lee & Mary Sorenson Green 

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL—Contact Information 

President Lee Sorenson 
Outreach & Fellowship 
Mutual Ministry 

Lee.sorenson75@gmail.com 

Vice  
President 

Steve Gresham 
Property 
Memorials & Gifts 

gramg95@comcast.net 

Secretary Sharon Foss 
Christian Education 
Finance & Stewardship 

slfoss35@gmail.com 

Treasurer Garold Burkholder Finance & Stewardship gburkholder21@comcast.net 

 Melanie Fleming 
Christian Education 
Mutual Ministry 

melaniefleming@comcast.net 

 Dennis Eggemeyer Outreach & Fellowship dle_61554@yahoo.com 

 Larry Daniels Outreach & Fellowship lawrencedaniels@centurytel.net 

 Leo Stiles Property lastiles1@gmail.com 

 Ron Garber Worship & Music  

 Pastor Barnes Pastor barnes.stephen9@gmail.com 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS SCHEDULES 
Please switch with someone as needed and notify Gerry so the Bulletin will be correct. 

 

Hospitality 
Outreach 
Proclamation 
Education 
 
Helping 
Individuals 
Live in 
Love 



Communion in the Lutheran Church is celebrated in the belief 
that Christ is truly present and truly gives himself to us in, with, 
and under the bread and wine. We cordially invite all baptized 
Christians who commune in their own congregation 
(regardless of denomination) to join us. 

The Hilltopper Newsletter 
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2223 Sheridan Road 
Pekin, IL  61554-2498 
Phone: (309) 346-2600 

Rev. Stephen D. Barnes—Pastor 

At Our Savior Lutheran, we offer a ‘unified’ worship service. 
 

• For music, we combine the music from the Organist and the FaithFull Worship 
Band with our liturgy, hymns & songs, offertory, prelude, and more. 

• Each part of the service in some way contributes to the “conversation” we are    
having with God. 

• The sermon is not the only medium for the word of God. We hear God speaking in 
the readings, hymns, anthems, and the liturgy itself.  

• We also receive the body and blood of the living Word, Jesus Christ. 
• Worship provides us with opportunities to offer to God our praise, thanksgiving, 

prayers and concerns. 

Sundays—9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
10:15 a.m. Sunday Church School 


