
www.elca.org 

Sunday Worship 
Service 9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD 

PEKIN, IL 61554        (309) 346-2600 
 

Pastor: Rev. Stephen Barnes 
Email: barnes.stephen9@gmail.com 

  
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
                        9:30 am— 3:30 p.m. 

Pastor’s office hours are subject to change—
please call ahead 

 

Church email: oslcpekin1@gmail.com 
Website: www.oslchopeonthehill.org 

 

Secretary: Gerry Reynolds 
Office Hours: Mon.—Fri. 9-12 

 

Hilltopper Editor:  
Leslie Leitner 

Email: leitner@grics.net 

PASTOR’S PAGE  
 

 This time of year for me is somewhat of a “trial.”  My 
eyes start itching, my nose starts running and I keep startling 
those around me with my “loud” sneezes!  Yep, you guessed it – 
I have spring allergies.  I make trips to Walgreens to pick up 
nasal sprays, eye drops and pills to make it through a couple of 
months every spring.  Although, I must tell you I have been 
spoiled for the last couple of years…with the dry weather,      
pollen has been less, ergo less problems.  But, as you know, we 
have had a prodigious amount of water and the pollen dust is 
ubiquitous.  You can always tell it is getting close because of the 
myriad TV ads pushing all kinds of allergy relief remedies.  
(And I have tried many!) 
 I share this not to illicit your sympathies for I know 
many have the same problems.  And some, both in spring as 
well as fall!  No, I share this because of what I miss…the beauty 
of the blooming flowers, the beauty of bees buzzing while    
gathering pollen and the bare trees beginning to “leaf out” and 
offer shade once again.  All a part of God’s wondrous creation.  
I have to work hard to keep my attitude from sinking into the 
negative…“I had hoped,” that the pollen would be less or some 
miracle pill would solve my issue.  The beauty of the world also 
has a bane, yet very critical part which is pollen. 
 Now stick with me, for here is my “jump.”  I was    
reading the story of the two disciples on the way to Emmaus.  
They, sad and downtrodden, dragging their feet in the dust of 
the road said – “we had hoped.”  Unable to look up, they were 
missing the beauty of that first Easter because their hope was 
still in this world only.  Jesus joins them on the walk asking 
about their conversation and still they could not see.  The two 
disciples were blinded by the “allergies” of misplaced hope   
unable to look to the promise of new life and salvation. I try to 
imagine the confusion and bewilderment as they try to make 
sense of that first day.  There is wonderful beauty in creation 
and God offers a love that overcomes all our world giving us the 
gift of Jesus presence now and always. 
 The gospel ends by the two disciples recounting that 
Jesus was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  So 
one final thought…when you set your table for meal time, truly 
set one more place, both chair and tableware.  Then begin your 
prayer with, “come lord Jesus be our guest…”  See beyond just 
this world and into the love that God gifts to each of us.  

Peace, 
 
 
 
Pastor Stephen D. Barnes 

May 2017 

Prayer of Blessing —
pictures on page 3. 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, be 
with the person who will wear 
this prayer shawl, each day. 

Comfort and console this person as you hold 
him or her in your healing presence. May 

this shawl be a sign of your love and grace. 
May this shawl bring warmth to the weary 
and surround the person with love to ease 

the pain and suffering. May your strong 
touch reach out to heal all the broken and 

hurting people and places in our world. We 
ask your blessing on these prayer shawls 

and the people who will wear them.  
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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HOPE ON THE HILL 
Hospitality Outreach Proclamation Education    Helping Individuals Live in Love 

Education Special Sunday 

Once each month, we will have an 

All-Congregation Presentation 

after the Sunday Worship Service. 
 

Here is more information about 

May’s (tentative) presentation: 

 

May 21—Center for Prevention of 

Abuse 

 A speaker from the Center will 

be at Our Savior. OSLC supports this 

organization through House of Hope in 

Pekin. 

Confirmation Class is being offered on one 
Sunday a month. The final class is       

scheduled for May 7, 2017. Class period 
will be 10:15-11:30 a.m. 

The Mary Martha Circle will meet 

Wednesday, May 17, 2017,  

9:30 a.m., at the church. Hostess is 

Rita Wahl. Topic Leader is Roberta 

Stiles. The study guide is “Honoring 
Our Neighbor’s Faith.” 

Members will go out to lunch following the       

meeting. All women of Our Savior are welcome!  

The next scheduled meeting will be in  

September 2017.  

Many thanks to all who helped 
prepare for, volunteered at, 

and cleaned up after 
the rummage sale! 

Proceeds will be going to the Center for the 
Prevention of Abuse (House of Hope.) 

The CENTRAL/SOUTHERN ILLINOIS SYNOD 
 30th Annual Synod Assembly will be 

June 1 - 2 - 3, 2017,  
at the Gateway convention Center, Collinsville, Illinois 
One of the issues voting members to the 2017 Synod Assembly 

will participate in is the election of a bishop. 
 Keynote Speaker: Sarah Hinlicky Wilson 

Our sanctuary was filled with beautiful 
Easter lilies, donated by: 

Nancy Atkinson—For Blessings Received 
Mark & Chris McCarrell—In Memory of Merrill & Katherine 
McCarrell and Bill Pinkston; In Honor of Lillian Pinkston 
Larry & Darlene Daniels—Memorial to our parents 
Dale & Stella Gettys—In memory of Loved ones 
Pastor Stephen & Judy Barnes—In memory of Roger W. 
Barnes 

Sharon L. Foss—Thanksgiving for family and friends 
Elsa Keas—In memory of Bill Keas and Carolyn Murphy 
Gene Massey—In memory of Joann Massey 
The Flemings—In memory of Jack & Hilvie Gross and Dick 
Fleming 
Lillian Pinkston—In memory of my parents 
Leo & Roberta Stiles—In memory of our parents 
Rita Wahl—For the Glory of God 
Doris Voller—In memory of Richard Voller 
Karla & Roman Wegrzyn—In memory of Raymond &           
Elizabeth Franson 
Dennis Eggemeyer Family—In memory of Bill Keas and        
Del & Martha Eggemeyer 

We were saddened to learn of the passing of Joan Weber, 
Pastor Weber’s wife. She is survived by her husband of 54 
years; two children, Lisa (Greg) Nelson & Anton 
“Paul” (Mary)  Weber; and seven grandchildren. 
 
The funeral was held on Tuesday, April 4, in Barrington, IL. 
 
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations to a charity of your 
choice would be appreciated. 

Committee Meetings in May 
Wed., May 3: Mutual Ministry 6:00 PM 
  Worship & Music 7:00 PM 
  Outreach & Fellowship 7:00 PM 
  Christian Education 7:00 PM 
Sun., May 7:  Retention of Records Committee after worship 
Tues., May 9: Finance Committee 1:30 PM 
Wed., May 10: Property Committee 10:00 AM 
Wed., May 17: Church Council 7:00 PM 

Christian Civic Outreach (CCO) is in desperate 
need of new Board Members. CCO meets 10 
times a year from 5:30—6:30 (no meeting in  

July and December), and one annual fundraising 
event at the Marigold Festival. Please consider 

joining us at our next meeting.  
Current churches on the board are: First 

Presbyterian, Normandale Reformed, Grace 
United Methodist, Congregational UCC, First 

Christian Church, and Trinity Lutheran.  
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PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
The next meeting is 

Tuesday, May 9, 9:30—11:00 a.m. 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry group is creating 
lap covers and Prayer Shawls for Pastor 
Barnes to take to those in need of comfort. 

Anyone is welcome for fellowship and to help us with our 
projects. Patterns & some supplies are  provided. You can 
also bring your own yarn, needles, etc. Questions? Contact 
Darlene Daniels. 

These pictures are from the Blessing of  
OSLC Prayer Shawls on Sunday, March 26. 

THE GOOD LIFE MESSAGE   (Shared by Sandy Brooks & Lillian Pinkston) 
 If we could shrink the earth's population to a village of precisely 100 people and retain all the existing human ratios of the 
world...this is what that village would look like. There would be: 
 57 Asians 
 21 Europeans 
 14 from the Western Hemisphere, both north and south 
 8 would be Africans 
 52 would be female, 48 would be male 
 70 would be non-white, 30 would be white 
 70 would be non-Christian,30 would be Christian 
 93 would be heterosexual, 7 would be homosexual 
 6 people would possess 59% of the entire world's wealth  
 All 6 would be from the United States. 
 80 would live in substandard housing 
 70 would be unable to read 
 50 would suffer from malnutrition 
 1 would be near death; 1 would be near birth; 
 1 (yes, only 1) would have a college education; 
 1 would own a computer. 
When one considers our world from such a compressed perspective, the need for acceptance, understanding and education       
becomes glaringly apparent. Here’s something to think about:  

• If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, you are more blessed than the million who will not survive this week. 

• If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the pangs of        
starvation, you are ahead of 500 million people in the world. 

• If you can attend a church meeting without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death, you are more blessed than three     
billion people in the world. 

• If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep, you are richer than 75% of       
this world. 

• If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish someplace, you are among the top 8% of the world's 
wealthy. 

• If your parents are alive and still married...you are very rare...even in the USA 

• If you can read, you are more blessed than over two billion people in the world who cannot read at all.  
Work like you don’t need the money. Love like you’ve never been hurt. Dance like nobody’s watching. Sing like nobody’s listening, 
and live like it’s Heaven on Earth.   With the compliments of Brian R. Price KOSG 

Pictures courtesy of Pastor Barnes & Sonja Sanders 

“This shawl was made to bring peace 
to someone in need of prayer. 

May they feel the power of our prayers as they 
feel the yarn or quilt with their hands.” 

 

from Blessing of OSLC Prayer Shawls 
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Center for Prevention of Abuse 
 
 

The women & children who seek shelter and safety at House of Hope appreciate your support. 
There is a collection crate by the coat rack for House of Hope.  

 

A list of current needs is posted in the Gathering Room and near the church office. 
 

 Special needs now include:  Cereal, Diapers of all sizes, 
Peanut Butter, Canned Tuna, Canned Fruit  

 

 Hand mixer      Full/Twin size blankets 
 Laundry detergent and dish soap   Full/Twin size comforters, mattress pads 
 Iron/ironing board     Shower curtain, curtain holders 
 Pillows       Pots and pans 
 Full/Twin/Crib sheets     Lamp 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated! If you have any questions or would like to make a monetary 
donation, please contact Leon Edwards at 309-272-2919 or Gary at (309) 691-0551. 

Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement 
 

 We spread God’s word – joining with Jesus to heal our broken world. 
 

 
Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles 
 
◘ We follow Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
◘ We pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and relationship with God. 
◘ We act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s love. 
◘ We listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys and sorrows. 
◘ We work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our  community 

and the world. 
◘ We love to tell the story of Jesus and His love. 

May 7 Ruth Roach—In Memory of Larry Roach 

May 14 The Atkinsons—Nancy’s birthday 

May 21 The Flemings—Tyler’s birthday 

May 28 Rita Wahl—Glory of God 

  

REMINDER: When you take your flowers home, please leave the green plastic insert in the wooden 

vase. The inserts are used by The Greenhouse to transport our flowers, and are very costly to           

replace. 

To sign up for flowers on the altar for a specific Sunday, please fill out the flower chart by the front 

entrance or call the church office. 

To pay for your week The price for weekly flowers is $25.00. Please place your check for $25.00 in the 

offering plate, or mail it to Our Savior. Thank you. 

FLOWER CHART FOR MAY 
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  Prayer Concerns 
Jim Johnson (recovering from broken hip) 
Doris Voller (recovering from broken shoulder) 
Family of Haylee Garrison (9 yr old who was fatally shot in 
Pekin) 
Bud Weber Family (Joan Weber passed away) 
Craig Brooks 
Chad Wahl 
Cheryl, Alan, and Mitchell 
Cathy and Kenny (dealing with rough times) 
Ruth Roach (health issues) 
Don & Jean Heyen (in-laws of Ruth Roach, both have       
serious health problems 
Nancy Lietz (mother-in-law of Anne Dralle Lietz—multiple 
myeloma treatment) 
Darlene Smith (friend of Lillian Pinkston—serious health 
concerns) 
Family of Jerry Sczinski (friend of Lee Sorenson, family has 
both personal and medical issues) 
Doris Hambleton (sister of Marilyn Whittington—placed in 
Hospice) 
Jamie Fitzgerald (Elsa Keas’ granddaughter, thyroid  cancer 
treatment) 
Darryl Humble (friend of Lee Sorenson, complications      
following surgery) 
Ryan (guidance and protection) 
Jacque Davis (health concerns) 

(Contact Gerry with any additions, deletions, corrections or updates) 

We also continue to pray for our college 
student, Emily Foss (Bradley University); 

and those in the Military:  
Petty Officer 1st Class Josh Barger  

(Navy, San Diego, CA) 
Nick Marzinzik (Air Force Reserves, Mike 

& Sue Barger’s nephew) 
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN,            

 Helicopter Pilot (Doris Voller)  

If you have a ministry need,  
you may wish to call Pastor, 

the church office, or 
one of our lay assistants: 

 

Pastor Barnes—(309) 253-3754 
Office—(309) 346-2600 

(SAM) Tim Leitner—(309) 353-2771  
Melanie Fleming—(309)-387-6093 

Charlie Davis—(309) 347-7522 
Chris McCarrell—(309) 691-5313 

Did you know...There is a Master  
Calendar on the wall in the office ? If 
you have any events or meetings 
which need to be noted in the bulletin 
or the Hilltopper, please be sure you 
post them onto the Master Calendar  
as soon as possible. 

Don’t forget to visit our website! 
 

http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/ 

 We try to stay   
current with your prayer 
concerns. Prayer requests 
will be listed in the       
bulletin/Hilltopper for 4 

weeks. Requests may be repeated if 
desired. If you wish to update a prayer 
or to continue it, just fill out the form 
that is in the pew.  
 New prayer concerns may be 
added at any time. For any prayer    
request or update, you may also contact 
the church office by phone or email. 

RECENT UPDATES FROM OUR EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN: 
 

Jim Johnson is recovering from a broken hip at Pekin Manor.  
His TEMPORARY address is: 
 Jim Johnson 
 c/o Pekin Manor 
 1520 El Camino Drive 
 Room 804  
 Pekin, IL 61554 
 

Doris Voller is recovering from a broken shoulder. Cards may be sent 
to her son's address below or you may send them to the Hopedale 
Commons address listed below where she is currently being treated 
until she is given a permanent address. 
 Her son’s address: 
  Doris Voller 
  C/O Jim Voller 
  1930 Quail Hollow Rd. 
  Pekin, IL 61554 
 Hopedale Commons TEMPORARY Address: 
  Doris Voller 
  c/o Hopedale Commons 
  221 SW Railroad Street – Apt. #30 
  Hopedale, IL 61747 

Prayer Chain at Our Savior 
An email will be sent to all members when a prayer 
request is received. A group email can reach a large 
number of members quickly.  Members without an 
email address may ask that they be called when a 

prayer request is sent out. 

http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/


MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

May 26—Scott & Teresa Massey 

May 31—Lee & Mary Sorenson 
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JUNE HILLTOPPER INFORMATION 
 

Please send articles, updates, news, etc. for the  
June Hilltopper by Sunday, May 21. 

 

Email Leslie or Gerry with committee information, news, 
events, updates, etc. at leitner@grics.net (Leslie) or   
Gerry at oslcpekin1@gmail.com, or put articles in the 

Hilltopper mailbox in the Library.  Thank you!  

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

May 6—Emily (Leitner) Olivos May 24—David Sanders 

May 8—Carol Guenther May 25—Doris Voller 

May 20—Tyler Fleming May 29—Sonja Sanders 

  

  

  

EXERCISE CLASSES @ OSLC! 
 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD-PEKIN 

 

6:00—7:00 p.m. Tuesdays 
 

 6:00—7:00 p.m. Thursdays 
 

►Come whenever you want 
►Work at your own level 
►Open to the public 

 
 
 
 

STRETCHING 

STRENGTH TRAINING FOR ARMS & LEGS 

AB & CORE WORKOUT 

CARDIO (WITH OR W/O STEP) 

☺FUN! 
☺FRIENDLY! 
☺FREE! 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!! 

• June 1—3: Synod Assembly, Collinsville, IL 
• Sunday, June 4: Pentecost Sunday 
• Sunday, June 4: Dinner at Sorrento’s 
• June 5-18: Pastor Barnes’ vacation  

Please join us after service on most Sundays 
for Adult Sunday School.  We are reading 
and discussing the book of Acts and will 
continue this discussion and reading each 
week!  
 *We don’t take attendance; 
 *there is no homework or extra books to  
   purchase; and 
 *we have plenty of extra Bibles, or you can   
   bring your own!   

We are done by 11:00-11:15.  We will meet in  
the library and can move if our group outgrows 

that space!  All adults of the church or 
visitors are welcome! 
LAST CLASS IS May 21 

Sundays 
 

9:00 a.m.  
Worship Service 

10:15 a.m. 
Sunday School 

(Last Class May 19) 
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CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO) 

♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items for CCO.  
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always needed.  

 

**SPECIAL NEEDS: FORMULA, CEREAL, 
SUMMER CLOTHING, AND SHOES** 

 

From CCO: We appreciate anything that you can give to help the disadvantaged in our 
community. We also welcome monetary contributions for our general operation fund, and 
also for our emergency help fund. We also accept clothing in good condition. At the   pre-
sent time, we do not accept furniture because of transport and storage problems. 
 

NOTE: The CCO Board meets on the 3rd Monday of the month from 5:30—6:30 p.m. They 
would like a representative from Our Savior to be on the Board. Please consider helping in 
this ministry. 



Things to know about Our Savior Lutheran Church Church Office: 346-2600 PAGE  8 

LAY ASSISTANTS 

May 7 Melanie Fleming 

May 14 Charlie Davis 

May 21 Tim Leitner 

May 28 Chris McCarrell 

  

GREETERS 

May 7 Meri Arnold  

May 14 Roberta Stiles 

May 21 Larry Daniels 

May 28 Melanie & Lily Fleming 

  

LAY READERS 

May 7 Roberta Stiles 

May 14 Sue Barger 

May 21 Larry Daniels 

May 28 Dennis Eggemeyer 

  

USHERS 

May 7 Mark McCarrell 

May 14 Dave Sanders 

May 21 Dennis Eggemeyer 

May 28 Garold Burkholder 

  

TELLERS 

May 7 Tim Leitner & Ken Wehr 

May 14 Leo & Roberta Stiles 

May 21 Steve & Barb Gresham 

May 28 Sharon Foss & Elsa Keas 

  

COMMUNION SET-UP & PARAMENT COLOR 

May 7 Lee & Mary Sorenson White 

May 14 Carol Guenther & Lillian Pinkston White 

May 21 Dave Sanders (Intinction) White 

May 28 Lee & Mary Sorenson White 

   

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL—Contact Information 

President Lee Sorenson 
Outreach & Fellowship 
Mutual Ministry 

Lee.sorenson75@gmail.com 

Vice  
President 

Steve Gresham 
Property 
Memorials & Gifts 

gramg95@comcast.net 

Secretary Sharon Foss 
Christian Education 
Finance & Stewardship 

slfoss35@gmail.com 

Treasurer Garold Burkholder Finance & Stewardship gburkholder21@comcast.net 

 Melanie Fleming 
Christian Education 
Mutual Ministry 

melaniefleming@comcast.net 

 Dennis Eggemeyer Outreach & Fellowship dle_61554@yahoo.com 

 Larry Daniels Outreach & Fellowship lawrencedaniels@centurytel.net 

 Leo Stiles Property lastiles1@gmail.com 

 Ron Garber Worship & Music  

 Pastor Barnes Pastor barnes.stephen9@gmail.com 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS SCHEDULES 
Please switch with someone as needed and notify Gerry so the Bulletin will be correct. 

 

Hospitality 
Outreach 
Proclamation 
Education 
 
Helping 
Individuals 
Live in 
Love 



Communion in the Lutheran Church is celebrated in the belief 
that Christ is truly present and truly gives himself to us in, with, 
and under the bread and wine. We cordially invite all baptized 
Christians who commune in their own congregation 
(regardless of denomination) to join us. 

The Hilltopper Newsletter 
OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

2223 Sheridan Road 
Pekin, IL  61554-2498 
Phone: (309) 346-2600 

Rev. Stephen D. Barnes—Pastor 

At Our Savior Lutheran, we offer a ‘unified’ worship service. 
 

• For music, we combine the music from the Organist and the FaithFull Worship 
Band with our liturgy, hymns & songs, offertory, prelude, and more. 

• Each part of the service in some way contributes to the “conversation” we are    
having with God. 

• The sermon is not the only medium for the word of God. We hear God speaking in 
the readings, hymns, anthems, and the liturgy itself.  

• We also receive the body and blood of the living Word, Jesus Christ. 
• Worship provides us with opportunities to offer to God our praise, thanksgiving, 

prayers and concerns. 

Sundays—9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
10:15 a.m. Sunday Church School 


