
www.elca.org 

Sunday Worship 
Service 9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday School 
10:15 a.m. 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD 

PEKIN, IL 61554        (309) 346-2600 
 

Pastor: Rev. Stephen Barnes 
Email: barnes.stephen9@gmail.com 

   
 Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 
                        9:30 am— 3:30 p.m. 

Pastor’s office hours are subject to change—
please call ahead 

 

Church email: oslcpekin1@gmail.com 
Website: www.oslchopeonthehill.org 

 

Secretary: Gerry Reynolds 
Office Hours: Mon.—Fri. 9-12 

 

Hilltopper Editor:  
Leslie Leitner 

Email: leitner@grics.net 

PASTOR’S PAGE  
 

 I enjoy my daily devotions because they take me 
on “trips” through Scripture that I might not have taken 
otherwise!   
 This past week I took a trip back to the small book 
of 1st John. Chapter 4 spoke of “testing the Spirits.”            
A simple test really…”By this you know the Spirit of God:  
every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 
the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not      
confess Jesus is not from God.” “Little children you are 
from God; for the one who is in you is greater than the 
one who is in the world.” 
 If I left it there, you might say, “so?” So, during this 
Lenten season, we are called upon not to judge, but to 
love, love even when judging might seem easier.  Verse 7 
“Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from 
God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.”  
For God is love. “In this is love, not that we loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning          
sacrifice for our sins.” Therefore because of this gift, we 
ought to love one another. 
 Judging seems easier because once made, you 
leave it at that and often the person as well. But love       
continues the connection/relationship beyond what 
would seem more convenient…if only they would listen 
to me;  someone does not agree with your opinion;      
someone breaks in line at the grocery store;  your doctor’s 
appointment is running 45 minutes late; a person forgot 
something important that you had told them…etc. 
 If we are from God and God is love, then our 
hearts should let go of the many small judgments and take 
on the great gift of love given by God’s only Son. Next 
time you find yourself in a situation and you face the 
“crossroads” of judging or loving, take a deep breath and 
love anyway!  Greater is He that is in you, than is in the 
world. 

Peace, 
 
 
 
Pastor Stephen D. Barnes 

March 2017 

At the name of Jesus ev’ry knee shall bow, 
Ev’ry tongue confess him king of glory now. 

It is God’s good pleasure  
we should call him Lord, 
Who from the beginning  
was the mighty Word. 

 
ELW #416 
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HOPE ON THE HILL 
Hospitality Outreach Proclamation Education    Helping Individuals Live in Love 

Education Special Sunday 

Once each month, we will have an 

All-Congregation Presentation 

after the Sunday Worship Service. 
 

NOTE: There will not be an all-

congregational class in April. 

► Midweek Lenten Services continue on             
Wednesday, April 5, at 7:00 p.m. The theme is       “The 
Hand of God”. 

 
► April 13—Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00 p.m. 
► April 14—Good Friday Tenebrae Service, 7:00 p.m. 
 
April 14—EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES: 
► 6:30 a.m.— Easter Sunrise Spoken Worship Service 

 Coffee Fellowship following worship 
► 9:00 a.m.—Festive Easter Celebration Service 

 Coffee Fellowship following worship 
 

Members are asked to bring breakfast  
goodies to share at the coffee fellowships.  

The church rummage 
sale will be held  

Friday, April 28, and  
Saturday, April 29. 

 A sign up sheet will be posted for help   
needed the week of sale. 
 Proceeds will be going to the Center 
for Prevention of Abuse (House of Hope.) 
 Please wait to bring your donated 
items to church until AFTER Easter          
Sunday....please place items in the            
designated area in the Fellowship Hall 
(behind the screens in the corner.) 

On Sunday, March 26, Val Moehle shared 

a liturgical dance with us at the worship 

service. It was a beautiful offertory gift.  
 

After worship, she gave a presentation at 

our all-congregational class.  
 

For more pictures, and a short video clip, 

visit our website: 

www.oslchopeonthehill.org. 

They are also posted 

on our Facebook page. 
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Confirmation Class is being offered on 
one Sunday a month. The next class is 

scheduled for April 2, 2017. Class 
periods will be 10:15-11:30 a.m. 

The Mary Martha Circle will meet 

Wednesday, April 19, 2017,  

9:30 a.m., at the church. Hostess is 

Nancy Atkinson. Topic Leader is Elsa 

Keas. The study guide is “Honoring 
Our Neighbor’s Faith.” 

All women of Our Savior are welcome!  

PRAYER SHAWL 
MINISTRY 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry group is 
creating lap covers and Prayer 

Shawls for Pastor Barnes to take to 
those in need of comfort.  

Anyone is welcome for fellowship and 
to help us with our projects. Patterns 

& some supplies are  provided.  
You can also bring your own  

yarn, needles, etc.  
Questions? Contact Darlene Daniels. 

Reminder: There will be no Bible Study 
group during Lent.  
Bible study will start back up on 
Thursday, April 27, at 10:00 a.m. 

Pastor & Joan Weber have moved—
here is their new address: 

 
Rev. Anton P. Weber 
22320 Classic Court 
Apt. 333 
Lake Barrington, IL 60010-5919 

The CENTRAL/SOUTHERN ILLINOIS SYNOD 
 30th Annual Synod Assembly will be 

June 1 - 2 - 3, 2017,  
at the Gateway convention Center, Collinsville, Illinois 

 

One of the issues voting members to the 2017 Synod Assembly 
will participate in is the election of a bishop. 

 

Keynote Speaker: Sarah Hinlicky Wilson  
 -Ordained ELCA pastor; adjunct professor in Strasbourge, France;  
  editor of Lutheran Forum; author. 
 -In 2010 she and her husband retraced the steps of Martin Luther’s  
  1510 pilgrimage from Erfurt to Rome (www.hereidalk.org.) 

 

On the Agenda: 

Election of a Bishop 

Election of Synod Council Members 

Synod Constitution Update Resolution 

Evangelical Lutheran church in America Report 

Pedal for a Purpose Update 

Consideration of a 2018 Budget 

Reports on Our Varied Ministries 

Break-out Forums 

In late January, Tim Leitner 
attended the Crossings 
Seminar at Our Lady of the 
Snows, near St. Louis. 
While the seminar is not 
strictly Lutheran, the 

Crossings concept grew out the work of two Lutheran 
theologians, Robert Bertram and Ed Schroeder.  
 This year's seminar was entitled “Our Post-
November 8th World and God's Word'. Attendees were 
from all over the US as well as two pastors from            
Singapore. 
Crossings is a method of looking at scripture and the 
world through the lens of the Gospel, using a six step 
method. If you have interest in more detail, please ask 
Tim and he will do his best to explain. 
 There are Crossing overviews offered                  
by members of the Crossings board. This may be a good 
educational opportunity for OSLC. The format is           
normally a day of seminar on Saturday, followed by   
worship on Sunday, using the outcomes from the       
seminar for the message of the day. 

Mary/Martha Circle wishes to thank everyone 

who contributed items for the Health Kits since 

January. Members assembled 32 health kits at the 

Circle meeting on March 15th thanks to your    

generosity. The Health Kits will be presented to 

Church Women United at their May meeting and 

distributed locally by that organization. 
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Center for Prevention of Abuse 
 
 

The women & children who seek shelter and safety at House of Hope appreciate your support. 
There is a collection crate by the coat rack for House of Hope.  

 

A list of current needs is posted in the Gathering Room and near the church office. 
 

 Special needs now include:  Cereal, Diapers of all sizes, 
Peanut Butter, Canned Tuna, Canned Fruit  

 

 Hand mixer      Full/Twin size blankets 
 Laundry detergent and dish soap   Full/Twin size comforters, mattress pads 
 Iron/ironing board     Shower curtain, curtain holders 
 Pillows       Pots and pans 
 Full/Twin/Crib sheets     Lamp 

Your generosity is greatly appreciated! If you have any questions or would like to make a monetary 
donation, please contact Leon Edwards at 309-272-2919 or Gary at (309) 691-0551. 

Our Savior Lutheran Value Statement 
 

 We spread God’s word – joining with Jesus to heal our broken world. 
 

 
Our Savior Lutheran Guiding Principles 
 
◘ We follow Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
◘ We pray eagerly to strengthen our commitment and relationship with God. 
◘ We act boldly based on an abundant picture of God’s love. 
◘ We listen to our neighbors to truly know their joys and sorrows. 
◘ We work as God’s hands – serving the needs of our  community 

and the world. 
◘ We love to tell the story of Jesus and His love. 

April   2 The Flemings—Lily’s 12th Birthday 

April   9 The Sanders 

April 16 Easter Lilies 

April 23 Bargers—Mariztha birthday 

April 30  

REMINDER: When you take your flowers home, please leave the green plastic insert in the wooden 

vase. The inserts are used by The Greenhouse to transport our flowers, and are very costly to           

replace. 

To sign up for flowers on the altar for a specific Sunday, please fill out the flower chart by the front 

entrance or call the church office. 

To pay for your week The price for weekly flowers is $25.00. Please place your check for $25.00 in the 

offering plate, or mail it to Our Savior. Thank you. 

FLOWER CHART FOR APRIL 
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  Prayer Concerns 
 

Craig Brooks 
Chad Wahl  
Ruth Roach (health issues) 
Gus (Sue’s father, serious health concern) 
Caleb (Mike and Sue Barger ’s nephew) 
Dick Daniels (Sue Barger ’s brother-in-law-cancer      
 diagnosis) 
Nancy Lietz (mother-in-law of Anne Dralle Lietz—
 Multiple Myeloma treatment) 
Darlene Smith (friend of Lillian Pinkston—serious 
 health concerns) 
Ruby and Lon Etheridge (Gerry’s parents—Prayers for 
 guidance and healing) 
Doris Hambleton (sister of Marilyn Whittington—
 placed in Hospice) 
Jamie Fitzgerald (Elsa Keas ’ granddaughter, thyroid 
 cancer surgery) 
Molly Blanchard Brandenburg (friend of Emily Olivos, 
 treatment for cancer) 
Ryan (guidance and protection) 
Jacque Davis (health concerns) 
Elaine & George Alexander (George’s son George 
 passed away) 
Vicki Voller (daughter of Doris Voller—severe 
 complications from flu) 
 

(Contact Gerry with any additions, deletions, corrections or updates) 

We also continue to pray for our college 
student, Emily Foss (Bradley University); 

and those in the Military:  
Petty Officer 1st Class Josh Barger  

(Navy, San Diego, CA) 
Nick Marzinzik (Air Force Reserves, 

Mike & Sue Barger’s nephew) 
Ensign Tary N. Voller—San Diego USN,            

 Helicopter Pilot (Doris Voller)  

Did you know...There is a Master  
Calendar on the wall in the office ? If you 
have any events or meetings which need 

to be noted in the bulletin or  
the Hilltopper, please be sure you post 

them onto the Master Calendar  
as soon as possible. 

Don’t forget to visit our website! 
 

http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/ 

 We try to stay   
current with your prayer 
concerns. Prayer requests 
will be listed in the       
bulletin/Hilltopper for 4 

weeks. Requests may be repeated if 
desired. If you wish to update a prayer 
or to continue it, just fill out the form 
that is in the pew.  
 New prayer concerns may be 
added at any time. For any prayer    
request or update, you may also contact 
the church office by phone or email. 

Prayer Chain at Our Savior 
 

An email will be sent to all members when a prayer 
request is received. A group email can reach a large 
number of members quickly.  Members without an 
email address may ask that they be called when a 

prayer request is sent out. 

If you have a ministry need,  
you may wish to call the 

church office: 
 

(309) 346-2600 

http://www.oslchopeonthehill.org/


APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

 

April 16—Mark & Chris McCarrell 
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MAY HILLTOPPER INFORMATION 
 

Please send articles, updates, news, etc. for the  
May Hilltopper by Sunday, April 23. 

 

Email Leslie or Gerry with committee information, news, 
events, updates, etc. at leitner@grics.net (Leslie) or Gerry 
at oslcpekin1@gmail.com, or put articles in the Hilltopper 

mailbox in the Library.  Thank you!  

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

April 1—Steve Gresham April 18—Bev Wehr 

April 4—Lily Fleming April 20—Betty Updike 

April 4—Tim Leitner April 21—Ruth Roach 

April 7—Craig Brooks April 23—Roberta Stiles 

April 15—Marsha Sorenson April 25—Mary Kay Johnson 

April 18—Elaine Alexander April 25—Sharon Foss 

EXERCISE CLASSES @ OSLC! 
 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2223 SHERIDAN ROAD-PEKIN 

 

6:00—7:00 p.m. Tuesdays 
 

 6:00—7:00 p.m. Thursdays 
 

►Come whenever you want 
►Work at your own level 
►Open to the public 

 
 
 
 

STRETCHING 

STRENGTH TRAINING FOR ARMS & LEGS 

AB & CORE WORKOUT 

CARDIO (WITH OR W/O STEP) 

FUN! 
FRIENDLY! 
FREE! 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know!! 

Sundays 
 

9:00 a.m.  
Worship Service 

10:15 a.m. 
Sunday School 

 Sunday, May 7: Last Confirmation Class 
 Thursday, May 11: Peor ia Chiefs Game,  
  6:30 p.m. 
 Sunday, May 21: All-Congregation Class, 

  10:15 a.m. 

Please join us after service on most Sundays 
for Adult Sunday School.  We are reading 
and discussing the book of Acts and will 
continue this discussion and reading each 
week!  
 *We don’t take attendance; 
 *there is no homework or extra books to  
   purchase; and 
 *we have plenty of extra Bibles, or you can   
   bring your own!   

We are done by 11:00-11:15.  We will meet in  
the library and can move if our group outgrows 

that space!  All adults of the church or 
visitors are welcome! 
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from www.newsletternewsletter.com 

 

CHRISTIAN CIVIC OUTREACH (CCO) 

♥ There is a collection crate by the coat rack for items for CCO.  
♥ Paper products and cleaning supplies are always needed.  

 

**SPECIAL NEEDS: FORMULA, CEREAL, 
SUMMER CLOTHING, AND SHOES** 

 

From CCO: We appreciate anything that you can give to help the disadvantaged 
in our community. We also welcome monetary contributions for our general operation fund, 
and also for our emergency help fund. We also accept clothing in good condition. At the   
present time, we do not accept furniture because of transport and storage problems. 
 

NOTE: The CCO Board meets on the 3rd Monday of the month from 5:30—6:30 p.m. 
They would like a representative from Our Savior to be on the Board. Please consider     
helping in this ministry. 
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LAY ASSISTANTS 

April   2 Charlie Davis 

April   9 Tim Leitner 

April 16 Melanie Fleming 

April 23 Chris McCarrell 

April 30 Charlie Davis 

GREETERS 

April   2 Larry Daniels 

April   9 Melanie & Lily Fleming 

April 16 Meri Arnold  

April 23 Jacque Davis 

April 30 Ron Garber 

LAY READERS 

April   2 Roberta Stiles 

April   9 Sue Barger 

April 16 Larry Daniels 

April 23 Dennis Eggemeyer 

April 30 Scott Pinkston 

USHERS 

April   2 Mark McCarrell 

April   9 Dave Sanders 

April 16 Dennis Eggemeyer 

April 23 Garold Burkholder 

April 30 Ken Wehr 

TELLERS 

April   2 Sharon Foss & Elsa Keas 

April   9 Tim Leitner & Ken Wehr 

April 16 Leo & Roberta Stiles 

April 23 Steve & Barb Gresham 

April 30 Sharon Foss & Elsa Keas 

COMMUNION SET-UP & PARAMENT COLOR 

April   2 Dave Sanders    Purple 

April   9 Carol Guenther & Lillian Pinkston Purple 

April 16 Lee & Mary Sorenson Gold 

April 23 Dave Sanders    White 

April 30 Carol Guenther & Lillian Pinkston White 

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL—Contact Information 

President Lee Sorenson 
Outreach & Fellowship 
Mutual Ministry 

Lee.sorenson75@gmail.com 353-1739 

Vice  
President 

Steve Gresham 
Property 
Memorials & Gifts 

gramg95@comcast.net 347-5584 

Secretary Sharon Foss 
Christian Education 
Finance & Stewardship 

slfoss35@gmail.com 347-1526 

Treasurer Garold Burkholder Finance & Stewardship gburkholder21@comcast.net 346-3555 

 Melanie Fleming 
Christian Education 
Mutual Ministry 

melaniefleming@comcast.net 387-6093 

 Dennis Eggemeyer Outreach & Fellowship dle_61554@yahoo.com 241-8692 

 Larry Daniels Outreach & Fellowship lawrencedaniels@centurytel.net 347-3783 

 Leo Stiles Property lastiles1@gmail.com 251-1415 

 Ron Garber Worship & Music  241-3394 

 Pastor Barnes Pastor barnes.stephen9@gmail.com 253-3754 

WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS SCHEDULES 
Please switch with someone as needed and notify Gerry so the Bulletin will be correct. 

 

Hospitality 
Outreach 
Proclamation 
Education 
 
Helping 
Individuals 
Live in 
Love 



Communion in the Lutheran Church is celebrated in the 
belief that Christ is truly present and truly gives himself to 
us in, with, and under the bread and wine. We cordially 
invite all baptized Christians who commune in their own 
congregation (regardless of denomination) to join us. 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2223 Sheridan Road 
Pekin, IL  61554-2498 
Phone: (309) 346-2600 

Rev. Stephen D. Barnes—Pastor 

At Our Savior Lutheran, we offer a 
‘blended’ or ‘unified’ worship service. 

 
 For music, we combine the music from the Organist and the  
FaithFull Worship Band with our liturgy, hymns & songs, offertory,  
prelude, and more. 
 Each part of the service in some way contributes to the 
“conversation” we are having with God. 
 The sermon is not the only medium for the word of God. We hear 
God speaking in the readings, hymns, anthems, and liturgy itself.  
 We also receive the body and blood of the living Word, Jesus 
Christ. 
 Worship provides us with opportunities to offer to God our praise, 
thanksgiving, prayers and concerns. 

Sundays—9:00 a.m. Worship Service 
10:15 a.m. Sunday Church School 


